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U*S. keeps emrent aid for brad, Egypt 

WASMCTpN JAFP) — The proposed U.S. budget for 1996 
earmarks SSJ4 butioo for countries taking port in the Mideast 


Unri^Pe* WASHINGTON (AFP) — Tb 
- ™ ^ esnnarts S5.24 billion for coo 

"Sty ^ peace process, led by ferae! 

form-,- « ih peacekeeping funds. “There wil 

Secretary of State Warren Ou 
^aid c % l countries receive S3 MKon and 
» ‘pety ^ ^da • current budget. Hie exact amoi 
. nae rtaV;3 a 7 - ■ < individual countries under the a 
rev isw * i n 8 a a few days. The United States a 
Perform/ ^ to help shrink the Kingdom’s dt 
°n a I" a *ic e made peace with Israel. Some 
the 1 '^rk i'-V-. granted to that end. But U.S. cc 
m Pn , w er L - l ijv efforts under die proposal would 
mi " ‘"j 1995 ^dget to 5545 million 

A|1^ : UNPROFOR (the U.N. operat 
dC tua!{ v .!&- dm firet six months of the fiscal 
h: is. through March. 

Sdvrtr, ; “ anrt u ^ir.L 


Secretary of State Warren Christopher told reporters Hie two 
countries receive S3 MKon and $2.1 billion rcspecrivelv'uiider the 
current budget. Hie exact mnouni of foreign aid to be granted to 
individual countries under the new budget will not be disclosed for 
a few daw. The United States also is to continue its aid to Jordan 
to help shrink tire Kingdom s debt, aid which began when Jordan 
made peace with Israel. Some $275 million already have been 
™.ted to that end. But U.S. contributions to ^peaake^g 
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ion to the former Yugoslavia) for 
year,** Mr. Christopher said; that 
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Jordan-Israel peace will 
set an example, King says 


-’=ne ra ; jmiji . 

W s n'lVrAMMAN (J.T.) — His 
r e j » „ if^njne. 4 : Maj esty King Hussein has 
Gh.yhtk 1 s^d that peace between Jor- 
z- 11 'in s.' r ‘ dan and Israel would set “an 
ch-.'mv * ai ' 0 o ?'• example” for the Middle East 
r r \ ; T "!: rs of and called for more “person- 

i--’, fsei^ al contacts” between the two 

H-:!? 0 - fcaii ;■ cornmta. 


Israeli political parties. 

The Oct. 26 peace treaty 
signed between Jordan and 
Israel ended 46 years of a 
state of war between them 
and paved the way for di- 
plomatic ties and cooperation 
in the various fields between 


,;:???*. Mr iv " 0ur P* 3 ** wil! be an «- • the two neighbours. 

*-Q 'j ■[ p L Jy. .rfinlA m tli» rwnon H fliA VirmIam .. 


: a ’A'ith ample to the region,” the 

PcnaiiipJ King told a delegation of 

'/p‘ ne ‘rave! J/' Israeli members of parlia- 

4 ' a!csi int^^> : - ment visiting Jordan for the 
?= n ** ft* time- 

■ - 'at ions ’ “Wp thnnlrl Ktahlich mnrp 
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“We should establish more 
and more personal contacts, 
direct contacts between us at 
all levels,” King Hussein 
said. 

“We should do our best to 
achieve a comprehensive 
peace ... We should work 
together for the best interest 
of our future generations,*' 
long Hussein said at a dinner 
in honour of the 29 members 


The Kingdom and Israel 
are discussing ambitious pro- 
jects in accordance with an 
economic accord that will be 
finalised by May 10. 

King Hussein praised the 
peace treaty with Israel. He 
said: “I am very happy with 
what we have achieved and I 
am sure that we can achieve 
more.” 

He emphasised that he 
would use his good offices 
with the Jewish state to try to 
advance deadlocked Israeli 
negotiations with Syria and 
Lebanon. 

“We contemplate that 


peace between us will be pan 
of a comprehensive peace ... 
and we will do what we can to 
make it so," the Monarch 
told the gathering (see full 
text of speech on page 3). 

The speaker of the Israeli 
parliament, Shevach Weiss, 
said Israel and Jordan had 
“overcome many problems 
between us.” 

“We want to express here 
our admiration for the cour- 
age and efforts of King Hus- 
sein to bring our two peoples 
closer together." Mr. Weiss 
said. 

The Israeli delegation was 
earlier received by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san, who called for "dia- 
logue" between Jordanians 
and Israelis ro lay the founda- 
tion for “genuine peace be- 
tween the two countries.” 

Crown Prince Hassan said 


” ” o — . — taiawub iv taj uic KJUUUd* 

B 5 a«*lr=Ef King Hussein said at a dinner negotiations with Syria and don for "genuine peace be- 
„ . Kills in honour of the 29 members Lebanon. tween the two countries ” 

£ !r ! S. Lsbg^ of parliament drawn from all “We contemplate that Crown Prince Hassan said 

S? Israeli guard killed in Gaza 
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ahead of autonomy talks 


? c. BEIT LAHIA (Agencies) — 

im-sou: ,, . Palestinian militants killed an 

•' Hojli Israeli security guard and 

wounded another in the 
•‘v.W * Palestinian autonomous 

i 0 v J Gaza Strip on Monday in an 

v'^v.-sr' apparent attempt to embar- 

rass Yasser Arafat and 
' ' ” undermine autonomy talks 

with Israel. 

AiqeriaMl Palestine Liberation 

5 . Organisation (PLO) chief de- 

i^-derDeheadf nounced the roadside 

. ambush as a “dirty act" and 

r ; r - 1 promised swift punishment, 

-.lien-. \ht LsraeK leaders said the attack 

F;obi T. on Mr. Arafat’s own turf 

• Kxir,i hs i underscored Israeli com- 

■--'•-'unp -tr: plaints that he was not doing 

Kiaa-iir enough to foil attacks on 

• ■ . .vi:;: ioiorafc Israelis. 

- : .-nn?ii\ In a telephone call to the 

. p 2 D- Associated Press in Jeru- 

Tyrito- salem, a man claimed respon- 

r :vi r.ss rc sibility on behalf of the 

m 2 rale Democratic Front for the Li- 

:;--. r v>-\!iiiin. : . ‘beration of Palestine, 

• the ^ (DFLP), a PLO faction. 

. j«jj;* 3 \sr Israel Radio said the mili- 
“...•me tant group Hamas also 

claimed responsibility in 
! . ^ ^ nortS announcements made over 

‘iT.ljSr.pAtflh mosque loudspeakers in 

i.'ji.ied crown Gaza, but a Hamas spokes- 

mtm l0l . man, Emad Falouji, denied 

' A "h:. 1 i-v* the report 

- • The ambush came three 

, ’ j -itinreJ ^ys before a crucial Rabin- 

• jnwn? * ^yafat meeting aimed at get- 

• -.li'i ® ting negotiations on expand- 
. :c . Paw- 1 — 
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ing Palestinian autonomy 
back on track. 

Israel has said it would not 
implement the next phase — 
a troop pullout from West 
Bank towns — until Mr. Ara- 
fat proved he could rein in 
the militants. 

The shooting occurred at 
about 8:45 a.m. (0645 GMT) 
near the town of Beit Lahia. 
Assailants opened fire on two 
private Israeli security guards 
riding in an escort car behind 
two gasoline trucks. One 
guard was killed and the 
other seriously wounded. 

Israeli radio reports said 
foe men fired from a passing 
car. 

A Palestinian police offic- 
er, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said the men had 
approached on foot through 
an orchard, opened fire and 
then fled in a waiting getaway 
car. 

Hie officer said four 
Palestinian plainclothes 
police riding in the convoy 
fired in the air in response to 
the ambush and then rushed 
to the Israelis to administer 
first aid. 

“Mr. Arafat warned he 
would strike back at the mili- 
tants. 

‘These criminal attempts 
will not pass without punish- 
ment, and our patience has 


its limits,” an angry Arafat 
said in a speech to Gaza City 
high school students. 

Palestinian police rounded 
up nine Palestinians from 
homes near the site of the 
attack and put them on a 
truck to be taken in for ques- 
tioning. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin said Monday that 
Mr. Arafat’s self-rule govern- 
ment “can do more against 
terrorism,” but acknow- 
ledged that Israeli troops 
were sometimes unable to 
stop attacks in areas they 
control. 

Mr. Rabin said he would 
tke up the matter when he 
meets with Mr. Arafat on 
Thursday. 

Israel’s deputy defence 
minister, Mordechai Gur, 
held Mr. Arafat responsible 
and said if the PLO leader 
did not go after the militants 
this time, Israel would not* 
carry out its commitments 
under the Israel -PLO auton- 
omy accord either. 

“If Arafat does not do this, 
he raises doubts about his 
ability to do what he commit- 
ted himself to do in the Oslo 
(pece) agreement,” Mr. Gur 
said. “If he cannot stick to 
the agreement, then we don’t 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Damascus declaration 
demands Israel sign NPT 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Eight 
Arab states took a united 
stand on Monday against in- 


:r:iJ .nr^ tf — ^national tolerance of 
* s '\ - rtd* Israel’s refusal "To sign the 
:r, ~ ->$> nuclear Non-Proliferation 

- Tr “*y WTO- 
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Effl^pt, Syria and six Arab 
GuiTstates, meeting in Cairo 
at foreign ministers level, 
said exempting Israel from 
nuclear inspections was in- 
compatible with Middle East 
peace. 

It is the first time so many 
Arab states, at such a level, 
have taken a common posi- 
tion in the negotiations lead- 
ing up to a big non-prolifera- 
tion conference in Geneva in 


ill 

: ,< a 
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p Israel has never signed the 
treaty, which runs ont this 
lie* n ’. year, and the Arabs, led by 
J Egypt, have taken the oppor- 
fimity to lobby against the 
. inf special nuclear status Israel 
uf ji r has acquired, 
pi - f The foreign ministers of 
.spy f Egypt, Syria, Saudi Arabia, 
jjjs' 5 Qatar, Bahrain, Oman, 
r* Kuwait and the United Arab 
jS.V L Emirates said: 

“Comprehensive peace 
must achieve equitable and 
balanced security for all par- 

Israel remaining outside 
the umbrella of the nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty is 
incompatible with adiieving 
1 <s? security, peace, stability and 
t^velopment in the region 
[ pif. and does not make the treaty 
universal and effective. 


“So the ministers demand 
that Israel sign this treaty and 
put its nuclear installations 
under the system of guaran- 
tees of the International Ato- 
mic Energy Agency.” 

Egypt, accepting reports 
that Israel has about 200 nuc- 
lear warheads, has said it 
would find It very difficult to 
sign an extended treaty if 
Israel does not sign too. 

The United States, which 
gives Egypt some S2.2 billion 
annually in economic and 
military aid, has been press- 
ing Cairo to sign. U.S. offi- 
cials say a compromise might 
be possible, with Israel giving 
a commitment to sign at some 
later stage. 

The Israelis argue that they 
face a potential nuclear 
threat from countries such as 
Iran, Iraq and Libya, which 
are not part of the Middle 
East peace process. 

Saudi Foreign Minister 
Saud Al Faisal told reporters 
that the eight countries will 
ask the Arab League to en- 
dorse their position at its next 
meeting. The 22-member 
block will meet next month to 
mark its 50th anniversary. 

The two-day meeting here 
was of countries signing the 
Damascus declaration in the 
Syrian capital in March 1991 
after the Gulf war. 

The declaration •mooned 
the creation of a military 
force including Egyptian, Sy- 
rian and Gulfsoldiers to de- 
fend the oil-rich region so 


that it would not have to 
depend on Western help, as it 
did to free Kuwait from Iraqi 
occupation. 

Since then the foreign 
ministers of the eight have 
held 10 sessions to bolster 
their coordination but failed 
to agrees on a mechanism for 
their security and military 
cooperation. 

Egypt and Syria, which 
contributed troops to the 
U.S.-led alliance that liber- 
ated Kuwait, have com- 
plained that promises of eco- 
nomic aid to them have not 
been kept. 

Sources at the meeting said 
the Gulf ministers delayed a 
discussion of an Egyptian 
“working paper” which cal- 
led for channelling aid to 
both Egypt and Syria. • 

On the Middle East peace 
process, the ministers reiter- 
ated their support for Syria’s 
demand that Israel agree to 
withdraw from all the Arab 
lands it occupied after the 
1967 war, including East 
Jerusalem, in return for 
peace. 

“The eight states call on 
the international community 
and especially the sponsors of 
the peace process (the United 
States and Russia) to work 
hard to remove all the obsta- 
cles which the Israeli side has 
created on the road to 
peace,” they added. 

(Continued on page 3) 


last Thursday's landmark 
Arab-Israeli summit in Cairo 
was aimed at reviving the 
Palestinian-Israeli track of 
the peace process. 

“The work of our leaders 
must be supported by an 
organised effort to institu- 
tionalise peace-building. 
Energies must be devoted to 
accelerate that transition 
from peace-making to peace- 
building,” he said. 

Jordan was committed to 
peace despite its heaw bur- 
den of debt, the Prince 
added. 

Mr. Weiss headed the 
Israeli team, which forms 
nearly a quarter of Israel’s 
parliament. 

The delegation included 
Israeli Arab parliamentarians 
Abdul Wahab Darawsheh, 
Salih Tarif and Hashim 
Mahameed. 


Jordan, 

Israel 

finalise 

some 

accords 

AMMAN (J.T.) - Jordan 
and Israel have finalised 
tourism and postal service 
agreements and would sign 
the accords later this week 
in accordance with the Oct. 
26 peace treaty signed by 
the two countries, a senior 
Jordanian negotiator said 
Monday. 

Hani Al Mulki. head of 
the Jordanian committee 
overseeing the imple- 
mentation of the peace 
treaty, said that Jordan and 
Israel also would sign a 
security accord w on 
Thursday. 

Dr. Mulki noted that 
Israel was to complete its 
withdrawal from Jordanian 
territory on Thursday. 

Dr. Mulki was speaking 
at Deir Alla following a 
committee meeting which 
discussed the progress in 
the implementation of the 
treaty. 

He said that the Israeli 
withdrawal, which starred 
last week along the south- 
ern sector, was due to be 
completed on Thursday. 

According to Dr. Mulki, 
the two sides have already 
initialled agreements on 
security and arrangements 
for border crossings. The 
official signing will take 
place on Thursday, he said. 

Dr. Mulki added that the 
subcommittees on trans- 
port. the environment cul- 
ture and science will hold 
their meetings in the next 
two weeks. 

Dr. Mulki's comments 
were carried by the Jordan 
News Agency. Petra. 

Since the peace accord 
was concluded, Jordanian 
and Israeli officials have 
been meeting regularly to 
formulate sectoral agree- 
ments that would regulate 
ties between their coun- 
tries. 

On Jan. 30, Israel with- 
drew from 340 square 
kilometres stretching from 
the southern tip of the 
Dead Sea down south to 
near the Gulf of Aqaba. 

It was the first stage of a 
pullout to be completed by 
Feb. 10. when Israel will 
return to the Kingdom 
additional 40 square 
kilometres of land, includ- 
ing an area in the north,- 
near the confluence of the 
Yarmouk and Jordan 
Rivers. 

Jordan and Israel on 
Monday launched postal 
services, which include let- 
ters and parcels that will be 
couriered through Cyprus 
since a transport agreement 
has not been finalised yet 
between the two sides. 



His Majesty King Hussein waves to crowds as be visits Al al Bayt University which he 
inaugurated Monday. 

King inaugurates Al al Bayt 
University, pledges full backing 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Monday inaugurated the Al 
al Bayt University in Nlafraq 
and expressed hope that the 
new institution would fillfil its 
mission and serve the Arab 
and Islamic nation. 

Congratulating the Jorda- 
nian and Arab people on this 
achievement, the King said 
that he would exert all efforts 
to support the endeavours of 
the new university. 

The King lauded the 
efforts of His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan. who 
heads a royal commission in 
charge of the university, and 
Mohammad Adnan Al 
Bakhit, the university's presi- 
dent. and university staff for 
their continued endeavours. 

The King unveiled a com- 
memorative plaque at the en- 
trance of the university’s Al 
Hassan Ben Ali Auditorium 
where the ceremony took 
place. 

King Hussein later signed 
the university’s register and 
wrote the following: 

“To all the workers and 
officials at Al al Bayt Uni- 
versity: I feel deeply pleased 
to express to you my grati- 


tude and appreciation for 
your blessed efforts towards 
imparting education to the 
young generation through 
this educational institution 
which besides educating, will 
dedicate efforts to foster faith 
in the hearts of the students. 

“I hope this university will 
provide students with educa- 
tion in secular and religious 
matters so that they can” best 
reflect the true image of 
Islam. 

. “As we open this universi- 
ty I would like to underline 
the importance of fostering 
the sense of belonging to the 
Islamic culture, heritage and . 
achievements. 

“I would like to underscore 
the importance of holding di- 
alogues with the students of 
our universities because con- 
structive dialogues are bound 
to help spread awareness 
within a scientific framework 
of actions designed to bring 
various Islamic factions clos- 
er together and enhance con- 
tacts and dialogue with the 
followers of other faiths and 
other cultures. These are 
among the objectives to be 
fulfilled by the Al al Bayt 
L : niversiry.” 
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Kabariti 

returns 

home 


AMMAN (Petra) — Fore- 
ign Minister Abdul Karim 
Al Kabariti returned ro 
Amman Monday evening 
after taking part in a meet- 
ing fa Cairo to discuss a 
unified Arab stand on 
Palestinians displaced by 
the 1967 war. 

The Cairo meeting, 
which was attended by the 
foreign ministers of Pales- 
tine and Egypt, was held 
ahead of a meeting in Am- 
man later this month be- 
tween the foreign ministers 
of the three countries and 
the Israeli foreign minister. 

In a statement upon his ! 
return, Mr. Kabariti said ! 
that he was deeply satisfied 
with the level of contacts 
among the concerned Arab 
countries which would pave 
the ground for wider con- 
tacts among Arab states at 
different levels. 

“The Jordanian govern- 
ment will not spare any 
effort towards giving 
momentum to such meet- 
ings and contacts fa a man- 
ner that would best serve 
the interest of the Arab 
Nation and deal with the 
common issues and de- 
velopments facing the Arab 
countries," Mr. Kabariti 
said. 

“It was not possible to 
find solutions to Arab 
issues without coordination 
and concerted stands 
among the Arab lead- 
erships," he added. 

Referring to the Cairo 
meeting, the minister said 
the Three ministers en- 
dorsed the principles by an 
ad hoc technical committee 
which paved the ground for 
the ministerial meetings in 
Amman and Cairo. 

He said that the ministers 
reached specific under- 
standing over the rights of 
each category of displaced 
people and discussed 
means to facilitate their re- 
patriation in accordance 
with a timetable which will 
be discussed with the 
Israeli foreign minister in 
the Amman meeting. 


The King opened the uni- 
versity’s computer and lan- 
guage centres, laboratories, 
the Hashemite Library and 
exhibition halls which display 
Islamic heritage. 

In the hall there is also a 
book exhibition and an an 
exhibition by Princess Wi- 
jdan, an exhibition by the 
Armed Forces Morale Gui- 
dance Department, an ex- 
hibition organised by the 
Ministry of Awqaf and Isla- 
mic Affairs and another by 
the Department of . Anti- 
quities held in cooperation 
with the Italian embassy in 
Jordan. 

A total of 240 local and 450 
non-Arab Muslim students 
are currently enrolled at the 
university for the academic 
year 1994-1995, studying at 
the arts, sciences, economy 
and administrative sciences, 
Arabic and Islamic law facul- 
ties. 

Attending the inauguration 
ceremony were Prime Minis- 
ter Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker. 
Princes, speakers of Parlia- 
ment, the chief of the Royal 
Court and cabinet members 
along with senior officials and 
high-ranking army officers. 


Ex-ambassador to Bern ’Mastermind’ pleads guilty 
under probe on funds to planning New York blasts 


By Ghadeer Taher 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Investigations 
are continuing in a possible 
case involving Jordan's for- 
mer Ambassador to Switzer- 
land Akram Barakat, who 
has been accused of embez- 
zling embassy funds, a Jorda- 
nian official said Monday. 

Mr. Barakat, who served 
as Jordan's ambassador to 
Bern For the last four years, 
was remanded in custody on 
Jan. 21, 1995. ten days after 
he returned home. 

The prosecutor-general has 
refused several appeals by 
the defendant’s family to post 
bail, family members say. A 
trial date has not vet been 
set. 

Mr. Barakat's diplomatic 
passport was withdrawn and 
he was sent a one-time travel 
document to return home to 
face the charges, according to 
the official. The embassy in 
Bern also sent a letter tc the 
Swiss govememnt informing 
it that Mr. Barakat was 
wanted in Jordan and that he 
might try to flee to the Un- 
ited States. 

But family members and 
friends of Mr. Barakat tell a 
different story. They insist 
that he is innocent and that 
he returned home of his own 
volition on Jan. 11, 1995, 
travelling on his invalidated 
passport, shortly after his 
term of duty ended 2 t the end 
of November. They also say 
Mr. Barakat and his family 
were subjected to harassment 
by some officials of the Fore- 
ign Ministry. 

“He came back on his own 
free will. He has no intention 
or the means to flee the 
country.” said Ali Kassav. 
Mr. Barakat's brother-in- 


law. “He would not consti- 
tute a public menace if he is 
released. His release is im- 
portant for him and his 
lawyer to prepare for his de- 
fence.” 

Mr. Barakat's lawyer, 
Rabee Hamzeh, declined 
comment on the case. 

Mr. Barakat, who served 
as director of the Jordan In- 
formation Bureau (JIB) in 
Washington for about 12 
years before his ambassado- 
rial appointment, has been 
accused of selling an embassy 
car and nor paying the rent 
for the embassy building or 
the ambassador's residence 
for the last two years, said the 
official. He allegedly placed 
embassy funds in his persona! ] 
bank account. 

According to the charge 
sheet, the sum in question is 
around 150,000-200.000 
Swiss francs — equivalent to 
approximately JD 80,000 to 
JD 100,000. ' 

"Questions are being 
posed concerning embassy 
funds and answers will be 
given in court through the 
lawyer," said Mr. Kassay. 
“He and his family were sub- 
jected to unnecessary harass- 
ment which made it all the 
more difficult to arrange for 
his return home,” Mr. Kas- 
say contended. 

Mr. Barakat, whose term 
ended in November, was 
given until the end of Decem- 
ber to arrange for his chil- 
dren's education. 

Officials say that Mr. Bara- 
kat was also questioned by 
the government’s accounting 
office about “financial irregu- 
larities” when he was head of 
the JIB in Washington. Offi- 
cials at the accounting office 
could not be reached for 
comment. 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — 
The alleged mastermind of a 
plot to bomb the United Na- 
tions building and other New 
York landmarks pleaded 
guilty in a surprise move on 
Monday morning shortly be- 
fore the trial w-as to resume, 
the government said. 

This is the second. lime 
Siddig Ibrahim Siddig Ali. 
34. has agreed to cooperate 
with prosecutors. He gave his 
plea to Judge Michael 
Mukasev. 

Last June he briefly be- 
came a government witness 
then changed his mind. The 
alleged mastermind in the 
plot, be is accused of being 
implicated in nearly every 
phase of the conspiracy’. 

Prosecutors allege that Mr. 
Siddig Ali and 11 others in- 
cluding fiery Muslim cleric 
Sheikh Omar Abdul Rahman 
planned to “wage a war of 
urban terrorism” in the Un- 
ited States. 

Sheikh Abdul Rahman, an 
Egyptian, is accused of being 
the group's spiritual leader 
while Mr. Siddig Ali alleged- 
ly helped devise the piot. Mr. 
Siddig Ali had been an aide 
and translator for the cleric. 

Mr. Siddig Ali pleaded 
guilty to all the counts against 
him. U.S. attorney's office 
spokesman Marvin Smilon 
said. He did not say whether 
prosecutors had made a deal 
with Mr. Siddig Ali in ex- 


change for the plea. 

John Jacobs, an attorney 
for another defendant, said 
Mr. Siddig Ali had signed a 
cooperation agreement and 
then read a statement Mon- 
day morning implicating the 
other defendants. 

Mr. Siddig Ali, 34, a 
Sudanese immigrant who 
lived in Jersey City. New 
Jersey, was accused of con- 
spiracy to wage a war of 
urban terrorism; solicitation 
and conspiracy ro murder 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak: the attempted 
bombings; and shipping a 
firearm, using and carrying a 
firearm, and carrying des- 
tructive devices for that 
bombing plot. 

The plea comes the week 
after testimony began to the 
trial of Sheikh Abdul Rah- 
man and 11 followers, includ- 
ing Mr. Siddig Ali. on 
charges they ploued a holy 
war of terror against the Un- 
ited States. 

Ir is the largest terror trial 
fa U.S. history. 

At opening statements last 
week, prosecutor Robert 
Khuzami said, "this is a case 
about war ... the enemy is the 
United States, the battlefield 
the streets and tunnels of 
New York City." 

In a single day. he said, the 
men wanted to blow up the 

(Continued on page 7) 


AL DALAL BAZAAR 

Inside Forte Grand Hotel 

Thanks the director general of Forte Grand for his 
achievements and bids him farewell and wishes Mr. 
Ammar Kanaan success in his new post as acting 
director general of Forte Grand under the reign of 

His Majesty King Hussein. 
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Paris distances itself 
from Mitterrand’s 
call for EU meeting 


on crisis in Algeria 


PARIS (R) — Interior Minis- 
ter Charles Pasqua put dis- 
tance on Sunday between the 
French government and Pres- 
ident Francois Mitterrand 
over the head of state's con- 
troversial proposal for a 
European-sponsored peace 
conference for Algeria. 

“You put me in a difficult 
situation because it's the 
president of the republic," 
Mr. Pasqua said during a 
television interview when 
asked about Mr. Mitterrand's 
proposal. 

"I am a member of his 
government and at the same 
Time I am not certain that we 
were a partner in this move," 
Mr. Pasqua said on Luxem- 
bourg television's Grand Jury 
Public Affairs show. 

France's centre-right gov- 
ernment "cohabits" with 
Socialist Mitterrand. 

Relations between Algeria 
and France, its former colo- 
nial master, were thrown into 
crisis over Mr. Mitterrand's 
suggestion that a platform 
drafted by Algerian opposi- 
tion groups in Rome last 
month could serve as the 
basis for a European Ltaion 
(EL 1 ) conference on Algeria. 

Algeria on Saturday recal- 
led its ambassador to' France 
and called in the French 
ambassador in Algiers to 
question him on Mr. Mitter- 
rand’s proposal. 

Algerian state radio called 
the plan “interference" 
generated by what it called 
Mr. Mitterrand’s hatred of 
Algerian independence, 
achieved from France in 1962 
after a savage eight-year war. 

The country- has been tom 
by civil strife since 1992. 
when the military-backed au- 
thorities cancelled elections 
the fundamentalist Islamic 
Salvation Front was poised to 
win. 

An estimated 30.000 peo- 


ple have died in the struggle 
between authorities and Mus- 


between authorities and Mus- 
lim militants battling to over- 
throw them. 

French cabinet members 
had previously praised the 
Rome opposition platform, 
but government policy has 
been to let the Algerians 
settle their own disputes. 

The hard-line Pasqua said 
it was the French government 
that had "sensitised" its 
European allies to the prob- 
lem of extremism and said 
European experts were meet- 
ing this week in Paris to 
discuss the issue. 

Mr. Pasqua ordered police 
raids and widespread identity 
checks across France last 
summer after fundamental- 
ists shot dead five French 
officials in an embassy hous- 
ing compound in Algiers. 

More than 20 suspected 
activists were detained and 
later deported to the West 
African nation of Burkina 
Faso. 

He also accused Germany 
and the United States oF 
tolerating extremist fun- 
damentalist activities within 
their borders. 

"Each time that It has been 
necessary, the (French) 
police have intervened." he 
told Luxembourg television, 
stating that 500 people linked 
to fundamentalism had been 
anested and 250 oF these 
referred to the justice system. 

"I can tell you today that 
we remain vigilant and that 
each time it becomes neces- 
sary we will carry out arrests 
and expulsions.' 1 he said. 

More threats 


An official of Algeria's for- 
mer ruling party was found 
decapitated, security forces 
said Sunday as radical Islamic 
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extremists took responsibility 
for last week's deadly car 
bombing and promised more, 

“The Armed Islamic 
Group have men who love to 
die...," read a text published 
by the Arab-language news- 
paper AI Hayat, translated 
by the Associated Press 
bureau in Beirut. 

The claim said two men — 
one of them 16 — drove the 
explosives-packed car that 
blew up in front of Algiers 
police headquarters Jan. 30. 
killing 42 people and injuring 
nearly 300. 

It was the bloodiest single 
attack in a three-year Islamic 
insurgency in the country and 
the first by suicide bombers. 

Meanwhile, security forces 
confirmed a report in the 
afternoon newspaper Hori- 
zons that Ahmad Kasmi. a 
member of the National Li- 
beration Front's central com- 
mittee. was decapitated last 
week. 

The paper said that Kas- 
mi's head was found Thurs- 
day at a bus station in 
Khemis-Miliana. 100 
kilometres west of Algiers. 
He had been kidnapped two 
days earlier. 

There was no immediate 
claim of responsibility for the 
killing. 

Kasmi was the second 
member of the party's central 
committee to be slain. The 
FLN. as it is known, ruled 
Algeria for nearly three de- 
cades and is blamed for the 
widespread corruption and 
mismanagement that has 
drained the nation's eco- 
nomy. 

Al Hayat, based in London 
and published in several 
Arab capitals, said it received 
the claim of responsibility 
Saturday from the Armed 
Islamic Group, the most 
radical of the armed groups 
trying to topple the military- 
backed government. The 
group took responsibility for 
the Dec. 24 Air France hijacking 
in which three passengers 
were killed. 

"In this (suicide bombing) 
operation it offered two men, 
firm as mountains, one of 
them 16 years old," added 
the GIA statement, signed by 
a GIA leader, Abu Abdul 
Rahmane Lamine. 

The GIA said the target of 
the bomb attack was the 
police headquarters, in Amir- 
ouche street, in the centre of 
the Algerian capital. 

“For decades this has been 
a headquarters for torture, 
murder and intimidation. 
Many a Muslim body have 
the barbaric instruments of 
tortuxe crushed," it said. 

"This symbol of sacrilege 
bad to be removed. This hel- 
lish centre had to be des- 
troyed,” it added. 

“There is no rest, no calm, 
no relenting, for the blessed 
month of Ramadan is the 


month of killing, fighting, 
conquests and victories. All 


conquests and victories. All 
the mujahedeen must inten- 
sify military action in the holy 
war." it added. 

In what Al Hayat said was 
a reference to the death of 
civilians in the explosion, the 
GIA said it did not consider 
itself immune from the mis- 
takes contingent on war. 

“Whenever a mistake is 
made and someone is 
wronged, the GIA gives a 
commitment to right the 
wrong and to apologise," the 
group said. 

It said the members who 
carried out the operation on 
Monday were from a GIA 
brigade called “those who 
sign in blood.” The car was 
carrying 160 kilogrammes of 
TNT, it added. 
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WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 


A depression will affect the 
Kingdom, thus Temperature will 
drop with rainfall expected at inter- 
vals and winds becoming westerly 
active. Skies will be cloudy and 
snow expected over mi mnta i nm K 
accas. In Aqaba, skies wili oc 
cloudy with a chance of showers. 
Winds will be southerly active and 
seas high. 



Somali 

warlord 

proposes 

conference 


Her Royal Highness Princess Basma on Monday meets with scoots and guides taking part 
in a charity drive < Petra photo) 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — 
Somali warlord Ali Mahdi 
Mohammad on Monday 
proposed a national recon- 
ciliation conference to pro- 
vide this lawless country with 
a central government presid- 
ing over regions with a high 
degree of autonomy. 

The plan — the result of 
deliberations in north Moga- 
dishu over three months and 
21 days by a “peace confer- 
ence” among allies of the 
self-styled "president" — was 


Ramadan campaign under way 


immediately dismissed by 
Mohammad Qanyare Afrah, 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her 
Royal Highness Princess Bas- 
ma on Monday reviewed the 
work of boy scouts and girl 
guides involved in collecting 
contributions for the needy 
families within the year's 
charity campaign launched 
during the month of Rama- 
dan by the Queen Alia Fund 
fo r Social Development 
(QAF). 

The Princess met scouts 
and guides at the Hashemieh 
Square downtown to discuss 
the campaign. 

Nearly 10,000 young male 
and female students, mem- 
bers of the scout movements 
in Jordan, are involved in the 
campaign to raise funds and 


in-kind contributions for 
needy families to be distri- 
buted during or after the 
Holy Month. 

The Princess was briefed 
by the participants on the 
progress of the campaign and 
lauded their efforts and 
voluntary services for the na- 
tion. 

Later the Princess met the 
president and members of the * 
board of the Amman Cham- 
ber of Commerce to 
the campaign. 


in a show of social solidarity. 

The Princess told the meet- 
ing that the contributions 
would help QAF to extend 
assistance to the family heads 
to stan a small business and 
become self-reliant. 


Lauding merchants' sup- 
port for the charity cam- 
paign. the Princess said the 
contributions reflected their 
keenness on helping the poor 


Chamber President 
Haydar Murad welcomed the | 
Princess and said that the 
contributions manifest the 
determination to ensure so^_ 
dal solidarity in the 
Kingdom. 

Mr. Murad called on the 
citizens and merchants to 
contribute generously to the' 
campaign and announced a 
donation of JD60.000 to this 
year's campaign. 


chairman of a rival “peace 
conference" in south Moga- 
dishu among allies of warlord 
Mohammad Farah Aideed, 
Mr. AJi Mahdi’s arch-enemy. 

Mr. Afrah 's reaction — 
that the initiative was “un- 
realistic, contradictory, and 
signed by individuals who do 
not represent any faction" — 
made it clear that the stand 
off between Mr. Ali Mahdi 
and General Aideed will con- 
tinue as the last 8.000 U.N. 
troops and civilians leave 
Somalia, which has been 
without a government since 
the overthrow of dictator 
Mohammad Siad Barre m 
January 1991. 

Their departure is ex- 
pected to be followed by bat- 
tles for Mogadishu’s port and 
airport. 


Washington supports Yemeni-Saudi talks 


SANAA (Agencies) — The 
United States on Sunday ex- 
pressed support for negotia- 
tions in the 60-year-old 
Yemen-Saudi border dispute 
and urged good relations be- 
tween the two Arabian 
Peninsula countries. 

Sanaa Radio said President 
Bill Clinton in a written mes- 
sage to Yemeni President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh expressed 
Washington's “welcome and 
support of the talks between 
the two countries with the 
aim of reaching a solution to 
the border issue." 

The radio said Mr. Clin- 
ton , m the message conveyed 
by JU..S. Ambassador to 
Sanaa David Newton, also 
expressed the administra- 
tion’s "keenness for the exist- 
ence of good and cordial rela- 
tions between the two neigh- 
bouring countries in a way 
consolidating security, peace 
and stability in the area.” 

There were border dashes 


in December and talks have 
been going on in Riyadh be- 
tween Yemen and Saudi Ara- 
bia for two weeks. 

The United States main- 
tains strategic relations with 
Saudi Arabia and enjoys 
good ties with Yemen whose 
democratic process and 
multi-party system is encour- 
aged by Washington, diplo- 
mats said. 

Diplomats said on Sunday 
that Yemen, once a dose ally 
of Iraq, has sent Iraqi milit- 
ary advisers back home after 
Washington expressed con- 
cern over their presence. 

The London-based Arabic 
daily AI Hayat said^on Satur- 
day* Yemen’s relations with. 
Washington had improved' 
following the decision to get 
rid of the advisers, who had 
been training its pilots on 
advanced MiG-29 fighter 
planes. 

Official Yemeni sources 
declined to comment on the 


report "representatives, first aired by 

Yemen and Saudi Arabia official Yemeni sources last 


accuse each other of moving month but received coolly by 
troops to the potentially oil- Saudi Arabia, 
rich border area, disputed for It was not clear if Mr. 
60 years. Saleh raised this issue with 

Yemeni Foreign Minister Mr. Newton during their 
Abdul Karim Al Iryani said meeting, 
in Cairo on Saturday he be- v 

lieved Riyadh had pulled , Yemen ,s ? nM . rTO ,I e ™* 
back its forces from the area . f ™ m . a f re “ I,on 

and denied his country had 


Yemen is still recovering 
from a secessionist rebellion 


massed troops there. , . r - . 

Dr. Iryani visited Egypt, cd 351 .. .. 

Syria and Jordan to brief „ jj"*. 8 "# Arabia 

thrir Uadtrc on dewlon- opened talks in Riyadh on 


South Yemen which was 


their leaders on develop- " JV 

ments in the border talks. J ? n * 23 tc J pr ,f v j 111 
Diplomats said on Sunday on “* 


YenKnis seeking S accrued Saudi Aralna 

tional support for a rnedurn- 


ism to rnonitor its dl^rW * norfoeastem fron- 

border with Saudi Arabia and cr ‘ 


ease tension between the two 
countries. 


Arab diplomats in Riyadh 
said the talks were stalled 


They said Yemen had re- Sunday after Yemeni nego 
vived an idea of forming a tiators demanded the de- 


joint military committee of marca tion of the whole of the 
Yemeni and Saudi chiefs of border between the two 


staff and Egyptian and Syrian countries. 


Greek experts cast doubt on Alexander’s tomb 


CAIRO (AFP) — An official 
Greek delegation on Sunday 
cast doubt on a Greek 
archaeologist’s claim to have 
discovered the long-lost tomb 
of Alexander the Great m 
Egypt's western desert. 

Liana Souvaltzi based her 
claim on inscriptions which 
die said referred directly to 
Alexander the Great on three 
standing blocks — or steles 
— discovered at Al Maraki. 
16 kilometres northwest of 
the desert oasis of Siwa. 

“I do not know if we have 
seen all the inscriptions, but 
those we have seen have no- 
thing to do with the period of 
(Alexander's contemporary) 
Ptolemy I. and neither his 
name nor that of Alexander 
appears," said Yaimis Tzeda- 
kis. head of Greece's 
archaeology services and a 
member of the delegation. 

Ms. Souvaltzi. 47. has been 
excavating the site of a Doric 
temple at Al-Maraki. 750 
kilometres west of Cairo for 
six years. 

She said she had "irrefut- 
able proof' that she had disc- 
overed the tomb of Alexan- 
der the Great, who died in 


323 B.C. at the age of 33. 

However, some Western 
experts reacted with sceptic- 
ism to Tuesday's announce- 
ment of her discovery, insist- 
ing that Alexander was laid 
to rest in Alexandria, the 
port citv he founded in 332 
3.C. 


The Greek delegation of 
experts arrived in Egypt 
Thursday to check the ’au- 
thenticity of the discovery. 

“The fragments of inscrip- 
tions we have been shown 
belong to the Roman era. at 
the start of the second cen- 
tury A.D.." Mr. Tzedakis 
told reporters after visiting 
die site. 


The head of the delega- 
tion. George Thomas, 
secretary-general of the Cul- 
ture Ministry in Athens, 
added a note of caution. 

"Such a short visit in the 
absence of the archaeologist, 
who unfortunately could not 
be with us because of com- 
mitments in Cairo, is not 
enough to confirm the opin- 
ions" of Ms. Souvaltzi. Mr. 
Thomas said in a statement. 

He described her discovery 


as "an important architectu- 
ral monument." 

“Respect for history and 
deontology means we must 
wait for the excavation to be 
completed and the first scien- 
tific publication to be made," 
he said. 

However, he added, the 
inscriptions seen by the de- 
legation "belong chronologi- 
cally to the Roman era." 

Alexander the Great was 
crowned in the temple of the 
god Ammon in Siwa in 330 
B.C., three years after con- 
quering Egypt. After he died 
in Babylon his body was 
brought to Egypt for burial. 

But his tomb was never 
found until now, insisted Ms. 
Souvaltzi. who was backed in 
her claim by Abdul Halim 
Noureddin. head of the 
Egyptian antiquities author- 
ity. 

At a press conference 
Saturday. Ms. Souvaltzi said 
she called on "the Greek 
people to be very proud that 
Greek hands have discovered 
the tomb of the greatest 
Greek of all times." and re- 
fused to answer questions 
from non-Greek reporters. 


She said one of the inscrip- 
tions she bad found referred 
to Ptolemy I, the commander 


of Egypt whom Alexander 
asked to make the burial 


asked to make the burial 
arrangements when be died. 

Mr. Tzedakis said Sunday: 
"To read an inscription which 
is in fragments is not so easy 
if you are not an expert. 
Possibly there is a mistake in 
the deciphering of the puz- 
zle." 


First, he said, “we have to 
be sure this is a tomb, and 
then start thinking whether it 
is Alexander's tomb.” 

He described the site as a 
complex. “We do not know if 
it is a sanctuary, a temple or a 
temple with a tomb, because 
there is a crypt” which has 
not yet been excavated. 

Mr. Tzedakis said he had 
not seen frieze work showing 
the emblem of Alexander, an 
eight-pointed star, which Ms. 
Souvaltzi pointed to as proof 
of her discovery. He said the 
emblem bad teen found in 
many tombs in Greece, not 
all of them royal. 

The delegation was to re- 
turn to Athens Monday. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


‘Bush plot* verdicts due on Feb. 20 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — Kuwait’s cassation ewarf:^ 
Monday adjourned until Feb. 20 its verdicts on seven lffe 
and two Kuwaitis accused of plotting to kill formd $&- 

: j Uiiok iiicrir'P nffipiak ~ 


President George Bush, justice officials said. The 
was postponed because the court's presiding judge, . 
lah Al Issa, was out of the county, officials told ic w 
here. Five Iraqis and one Kuwaiti were sentenced tddSS? 
by toe state security court on June 4 for involvement 
plot to assassinate Mr. Bush during a visit to Ku 
April 1993. Seven others — six Iraqis and one Kir 
were sentenced to prison terms ranging from six mohtistu- 
12 years. A third Kuwaiti was acquitted. Nroe.^S*£ 
appealing against their sentences with the others ha® 
already served their jafl terms. -vP* 


Killer of Egyptian actress to hang 


CAIRO (R) — An Egyptian criminal court sentenced, $ 
death by hanging the taller of comic actress Widad Haihd^j 
Cairo newspapers reported on Monday. They said the 
verdict was endorsed by Egypt's grand mufti. Sheikh' 
Mohammed Sayyed Tantawi. Hamdi was stabbed to death 
in her Cairo apartment last year by film impresario Matta 


Hanna Ghali who confessed to police that be carried oui 
the murder because be was snort of money and had 


the murder because he was snort of money and ted 
planned to rob her. Hamdi. 65. specialised in playing the 
role, of servants. 


Israel rescues families of 'collaborators 1 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — The army is to move 
the families of 11 Arab informers from the Gaza Strip to 
safety in Israel, military officials said Monday. They are 
among 'about 40 families, mostly bedouins of Egyptian 
origin, who live under army protection in a “collaborator” 
village called Dehayne in the south of the Gaza Strip. The. 
group will be re-settled near Beersheva in the desert after 
complaining of "constant provocation” by Palestinian 
police. The Jewish state, which has armed some collabor- 
ators, has promised to take in thousands of those who 
informed on their Palestinian neighbours. Some have been 
granted Israeli nationality and given new identities. 


Keep off Israeli buses, U.S. warns staff 


TFT AVIV (AFP) — The United States embassy in Israel 
has told staff not to use public transport in the wake of a. 
suicide bombing which killed 21 people at a bus stop. ‘The 
warning is primarily aimed at buses because of the high 
incidence of attacks," an embassy official told AFP on 
Monday. Islamic Jihad claimed responsibility for blowing 
up 21 Israelis on Jan. 22 near the coastal resort of Netanya.: 
A total of 56 people have died in four bus bombings carried 
out over the last 10 months by militants opposed to die 
Middle East peace process. The official said staff at die 
embassy received a warning letter on Jan. 23. which was in 
fact an updated reminder of long-standing safety instruc- 
tions. 


Egyptian on trial for 1993 hijacking 


DUESSELDORF (AP) — An Egyptian man went on trial 
here Monday for a 1993 airline hijacking that was meant to 
force U.S. authorities to free a Muslim cleric accused of 
plotting to blow up New York City landmarks. No 
connection has turned up between air pirate Khalid Gharib 
and Sheikh Omar Abdul Rahman, the blind cleric who is 
on trial in New York City. ! Wearing -sunglasses and 
constantly smiling on the first day- of his own trial, Gharib 
told the Duesseldoif state court he had received frequent 
psychiatric treatment while in the Egyptian military. Saying 
he had a bomb in his suitcase. Gharib commandeered an 
Amsterdam-bound Dutch KLM airliner shortly after 
takeoff from Tunis. Tunisia on Aug. 15, 1993 and forced it 
to land in Duesseldoif. Gharib made a number of 
demands, including that Sheikh Abdul Rahman be flown to 
Egypt. Throughout the 11-hour hijacking Gharib had his 
hands on small boxes that were in his front trouser pockets. 
Police feared the boxes were remote-control devices but 
they turned out to be cigarette packets. Gharib let all 131 
passengers and all but two crew members leave the Boeing 
737 at Duesseldorf airport. The pilot and chief steward 
climbed out the cockpit window while Gharib was using the 
toilet. A crack German anti-terrorist unit stormed the 
plane and arrested Gharib without firing a shot as he was 
leaving the toilet. 


Iranian deputy sentenced to jail 

TEHRAN (AFP) — A member of the Iranian parliament 
has been sentenced to one year in prison and 30 lashes of 
the whip for bribery, a newspaper reported here Monday. 
Majid Naderi, a deputy from the Boin-Zahra region, 1 50 
kilometres west of Tehran, was convicted by a special 
religious court as be had been a clergyman, the English- 
language Iran News said. “He was convicted of abusing bis 
position for personal gains," it said adding that he had also 
been fined 10 million riyals (around $4,000). The paper 
added that Mr. Naderi and his four accomplices had been 
“involved in a 110 million rials ($45,000) scam,’’ but did not 
give details. The other four were also sentenced to jail. The 
authorities have repeatedly announced in the past few 
months plans to crack down on corruption, which has 
become widespread and has created strong public resent- 
ment. 


Route chosen for road to avoid pyramids 


CAIRO (AFP) — The government has chosen a new route 
for a Cairo motorway to avoid the pyramids after protests 
from UNESCO, Culture Minister Farouk Hosni 
announced. “This route will not cross the region of the 
pyramids, from Giza to Dahshur,” covering an area of 22 
square kilometres, he said at a meeting on Sunday in which 
Pnme Minister Atef Sedki also took part. “It’s an urgent 


route will also not cross the Memphis cemeteiy," Mr. 
Hosm tola a special government committee formed" to 
discuss the new ring road for Cairo. 
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PREMIER'S VISIT — Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker Monday visited 
the Interior Ministry where he chaired a 
meeting reviewing the ministry’s draft 
laws and regulations which were pre- 
sented by Interior Minister Salameb 
Hmunad. The meeting reviewed a num- 
ber of matters related to the Interior 
Ministry’s activities and plans concerning 


services to various regions of the country. 
Attending the meeting were the ministers 
of education, information and culture and 
the directors general of the General In- 
telligence Department, the Public Secur- 
ity Department and a number of gov- 
ernors. The draft laws will be submitted 
to the Cabinet and later transferred to 
Parliament for debate and approval. 


Australian parliamentarians 
laud ties with Jordan 


CANBERRA (Petra) — 
Speakers of the Senate and 
House of Representatives in 
Australia Monday lauded the 
strong and progressive ties 
between Jordan and Austra- 
lia, especially in parliamen- 
tary and economic fields. 

The Australian parlia- 
mentarians, who were speak- 
ing during a visit to the 
House of Parliament by a 
Jordanian parliamentary de- 
legation led by Deputy Taber 
A1 Masri, voiced Aukralia’s 
backing for the Middle East 
peace efforts and their appre- 
ciation of his Majesty King 
Hussein's role to achieve 
peace and the conclusion of 
the Jordan-Israel peace trea- 
ty- 


They also emphasised the 
need to further bolster 
Australian-Jordanian par- 
liamentary cooperation and 
the exchange of expertise, 
and said Australia was quite 
ready to provide any possible 
assistance to Jordan in ail 
fields. 

The Australian officials 
said they were impressed by 
Jordan’s fast development 
and economic endeavoures 
and expressed hope that Jor- 
dan and Australia will in- 
crease the volume of ex- 
changed goods. 

They said that the Austra- 
lian foreign trade minister is 
scheduled to pay a visit to 
Jordan in. the coming few 
days in order to discuss ways 


for such increases. 

In reply, Mr. Masri noted 
that his team's visit marked 
the first Jordanian parlia- 
mentarians' visit to Australia, 
expressing hope that it will 
mark the beginning of strong 
cooperation in parliamentary 
affairs. 

Mr. Masri, who conveyed a 
message from the speakers of 
the Senate and the Lower 
House of Parliament in Jor- 
dan, extended an invitation 
to the Australian spokesman 
of parliament to visit Jordan 
and examine the Jordanian 
democratic process. 

The Jordanian parlia- 
mentarians attended pan of 
the Australian parliament 
meetings in Canberra. 


Israeli Knesset delegation visits Kingdom 

King Hussein reasserts Jordan’s 
commitment to comprehensive peace 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Sun- 
day said thar "we will do all 
we can for peace in the region 
to be a comprehensive peace 
and to realise a better future 
for the coming generations. " 

King Hussein in a speech 
delivered upon receiving a 
delegation representing the 
Israeli Knesset at the Hashe- 
miyeh Palace, in the presence 
of His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan and senior 
officials, added that "we 
hope peace between our rwo 
countries and peoples will be 
an example for others in our 
region to follow.” 

His Majesty expressed 
hope that the rime will come 
when the region will be a 
region of peace and coopera- 
tion, and that the forces of 
peace will overcome those of 
darkness. 

Following is the full text of 
His Majesty’s speech: 

Ladies and Gentlemen ... 
honourable guests 

"It is a pleasure for me, my 
brother the Crown Prince, 
prime minister, the speaker 
of Parliament, and the Senate 
and all my colleagues here to 
welcome you on this evening 
... we have indeed covered a 
long distance within a very 
short space of time but if 
things are to be explained, 
they can only be explained by 
the fact that. I believe, both 
sides rose up to the level of 
responsibility not only to- 
wards ourselves but towards 
our peoples and their future 
and towards generations to 
come. 

"We are very happy with 
what we have achieved and 


we are hopeful that we will 
achieve more in what I regard 
as a period of consolidation 
before us, and, hopefully, 
peace between our two coun- 
tries and peoples would be an 
example for others in our 
region as we seek together to 
provide the future of secur- 
ity, based on peace, mutual 
respect and cooperation in an 
atmosphere which genera- 
tions to come can work 
together and fulfil the dreams 
and aspirations and achieve 
what is their right. Nothing in 
the world would equ3l the 
feeling, that I am sure ail ot 
us share, that we will be 
leaving behind us something 
worthwhile, something 
worthy of our efforts and 
endeavours. 

"I believe that it is so very 
very important for us in the 
rimes ahead to establish more 
and more face-to-face con- 
tacts to direct personal con- 
tacts between us on all levels 
and I am sure that we will 
find, once this is achieved 
and the more it is achieved, 
that our objectives, hopes 
and aspirations are one and 
the same. It will pave the way 
for our building together the 
kind of future thaTis worthy 
of our people. You are mos: 
welcome as honoured repre- 
sentatives of the people and 
the State of Israel here in 
Jordan this evening and I 
hope that we will have the 
pleasure in the future of wel- 
coming many of you again 
from time to time”. 

“I am very happy that this 
meeting has taken place and I 
hope ihat the subjects and 
topics that were discussed ... 

I believe they are fun- 
damental for our joint effort 


to succeed in the period of 
consolidation which is ahead 
of us. We indeed hope and 
pray that peace between us is 
going to be part of a compre- 
hensive peace in the region, 
and we will do what we can to 
make it so... None of us, if 
we look into our hearts and 
into our souls through our 
beliefs, can deny that what 
compels us to resolve our 
problems and work together 
is far more than what divided 
us. The children of Abraham 
and their followers, the fol- 
lowers of the three great 
monotheistic religions, we as 
Muslims, cannot look at 
ourselves and deny the com- 
mon origin and that there is 
much that unites us. 

"Let us hope that we will 
succeed in all our endeavours 
and we will do all we can for a 
better future for all the gen- 
erations to come in this re- 
gion, and maybe this part of 
the world will once again 
inspire people everywhere in 
our world. 

“I thank you very very 
much indeed for being with 
us and I promise you that we 
will do all we can to continue 
(the work) for (real peace) 
and we count on you to do 
the same. And this is yet one 
other opportunity for us to be 
together at this' level, and 
hopefully we will see a con- 
tinuation of contacts, on all 
levels, so that the mythical 
barriers can disappear in time 
if they still exist and people 
can see the human face of 
each other as we build 
together a better future for 
this region. 

"I thank you very very 
much and you are most wel- 
come and let us hope that 


there will come a time soon 
when this entire region will 
be a region of peace, har- 
mony, cooperation, where 
human beings will live in 
peace and in security and 
where the battle is one where 
the forces of peace will (win) 
over those of darkness who 
wish us to be denied this 
opportunity and chance to 
fulfil our duties. 

“A1 Salam'’ is one of the 
names of God; let him bless 
our efforts, and give us suc- 
cess in all our endeavours. 
Thank you very much indeed 
and God bless you.” 

Following is the text of the 
Israeli parliament speaker 
Shevach Weiss’s speech: 

“Our distinguished hosts. 
His Majesty King Hussein 
and His Royal “Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, Mr. 
Prime Minister, the president 
of the Jordanian Senate, the 
speaker of the Jordanian Par- 
liament, members of the 
Jordanian government, my 
colleagues from Israel, depu- 
ty speaker, chairman of the 
parliamentary branches, hon- 
ourable guests. 

"I have with me a prepared 
speech to address, but after a 
small talk from heart to heart 
around these tables, with 
your permission. Your 
Majesty, l will change my 
speech and I will express my 
feelings after the speech. 
First of all, thank you so 
much for this invitation. We 
are here as representatives of 
the Israeli democracy. 

"We are here delegates of 
all parties and all powers of 
our nation. We are here as 
representatives of all our 
ethnic groups: Jews. Arabs. 


Druze. 

“We are here because we 
are ... to the continuing of 
this historic, important peace 
process. 

"The peace treaty with Jor- 
dan is supported by the 
majority of Israeli citizens, 
and the majority of the Israeli 
population, and the historic 
majority of our parliamen- 
tary groups and members of 
our parliament. 

"I am sure we have the 
power and we have the 
obligation to change the his- 
toric ... the history in the last 
five generations. We are 
(obliged) to change, and we 
have a window of historic 
opportunities ... after achiev- 
ing this peace with your na- 
tion and country. 

“I would like to express 
our admiration to you and 
your family's courage, to 
your wisdom, to your very 
effective and fruirfull process 
of decision, and I hope that 
this peace treaty between our 
two states will become an 
example for all states in this 
region. 

“Your Majesty. I would 
like to renew the invitation of 
the president of the State of 
Israel, Ezer Weizman, the 
prime minister. Yitzhak 
Rabin, to you and your fami- 
ly and your government to 
come to Israel to visit us with 
your delegation as soon as 
possible. And with your per- 
mission. I would like to add 
one sentence in your lan- 
guage. ‘Ku! am wa antum bi 
khair.’ 

“We are here as a united 
Israeli parliamentary delega 
non and we are here united 
and (obliged) to continue the 
peace process. 

“Thank you very much.” 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Prince Ra’d to attend ophthalmologists 1 talks 

AMMAN (Petra) — - Chief Chamberlain Prince Ra’d 
Beir Zeid win be the main speaker ai the third 
international conference- of the Arab ophthalmolog- 
ists which will be held in Marakesh, Morocco, 
between April 10 and 14, 1995. Prince Ra’d, who is 
c h air m a n of the Friends of the Eye Bank and 
Prevention of Blindness Society, received the invita- 
tion Monday from the conference’s council Secret- 
ary General Akef Al Mughrabi to participate in the 
conference to which around 1,300 ophthalmologists 
will take part 

Envoys present credentials 

LUXEMBOURG (Petra) — Jordan's Ambassador 
to Belgium Khaled Madadha has presented his 
credentials to the prince of Luxembourg as non- 
resident ambassador to Luxembourg. Mr. Madadha 
conveyed greetings from His Majesty King Hussein 
and Jordan's desire to enhance bilateral relations in 
all fields. The prince expressed deep appreciation to 
the King for his peace efforts and congratulated 
Jordan on concluding the peace treaty with Israel. 
Husain Abu Ghazaleh, Jordan's ambassador to 
Austria, Monday presented his credentials to the 
president of Slovakia as Jordan's non-resident 
ambassador there. He expressed Jordan’s desire to 
expand economic and trade relations with Slovakia. 
The president asked that the ambassador convey 
greetings to King Hussein and the Jordanian people. 

RJ to fly to Barcelona 

AMMAN (Petra) — Ahmad Jweiber, director 
general of the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) 
returned to Amman from Spain Monday and- 
announced he concluded a deal whereby Royal 
Jordan (RJ) will operate flights to Barcelona, in 
addition to Madrid, the capital of Spain. He said that 
the agreement was reached in talks with Spanish 
Civil Aviation authorities. The two sides have also 
agreed to amend the present bilateral agreement in a 
manner that would cater to the requirements of 
security, in accordance with regulations set by the 
International Civil Aviation Organisation. 

Lawyers announce candidates 

AMMAN (Petra) — Five Jordanian lawyers have 
announced their candidature for the Bar Association 
presidency and 28 others for the board membership 
prior to the Bar’s elections which are scheduled for- 
March 10. A total of 2,700 Jordanian lawyers are 
eligible to take part in the elections. 

Fuel distributors referred to courts 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Meteorology and Speci- 
fication Corporation (MSC) has referred a number 
of fuel distributors to the competent courts for trial, 
after finding them guilty of tampering with the 
metres and measurements. The corporation has 
withdrawn their permits and prevented them from 
distributing fuel until sentences are passed by the 
courts concerned. The MSC has recently discovered 
that 14 fuel tankers and two fuel stations and gas 
distributors were violating the meteorology and 
specification law, by tampering with metres and 
measures, thus affecting the quantity of fuel sold to 
citizens. 

14,00fftonnes of sugar arrive in Aqaba 

AQABA (Petra) — A vesel laden with 14,000 
tonnes of sugar destined for the Ministry of Supply 
has now docked in Aqaba harbour, according to the 
Ministry of Supply. It said m a statement that the 
sugar, which is being unloaded in the ministry's 
warehouses in Aqaba, will be moved to Amman and 
other cities later on to meet the sugar shortages in 
the local markets. 


Police searching for 
hit and run driver 


By Rana Hnsseinl 

Special to the. Jordan Times 

AMMAN" — Ramtha and 
Irtrid police Monday con- 
tinued their search for a trail- 
er driver whose vehicle wit- 
nesses said, Sunday noon 
struck and killed a 1 0-year- 
old boy in Tourah area in 
Ramtha. 

Witnesses told police that 
the victim, Salem Adnan, 
was playing in the street, 
when he was struck by the 
trailer whose driver fled the 
scene. 

A police official told the 
Jordan Times Monday that 
the authorities have a “fairly 
good description" of the sus- 
pect. 

"Bystanders where the 
accident occurred gave us a 
good description of the vehi- 
cle, and we have placed pat- 
rol units in different areas to 
find the suspect," tine police 
official said. 

The victim was rushed to 
the Ramtha government hos- 
pital but was declared dead 
on arrival. 

Traffic officials attributed 
the accident to failure to 
yielding to a pedestrian. 

On Monday evening police 
were still searching for the 
driver. 

Traffic Department stati- 
sics of 1994 indicate that chil- 
dren under the age of 10 


register the highest numbers 
of ran over that lead to 
death-, with 93 children killed 
out of a total of 192 people 
killed : of being run over. 
Overall, statistics show that 
443 people were killed last 
year in road accidents in the 
Kingdom. 

In a separate incident in 
Kafrengeh in Ajloun, two 
poeple killed in a road colli- 
sion, police reports said. 

According to the report, 
the accident occurred when 
the driver of one vehicle, 
Yousef A. (52), attempted to 
overtake a slow vehicle and 
struck an oncoming vehicle 
driver by Mohammad A. 
(70). 

Yousef A. was accompa- 
nied by two passengers: Ibra- 
him Mustaf, who was killed 
instantly, and Kalaf A. 23, 
who was slightly injured and 
was listed in fair condition. 

Mohammad A. was accom- 
panied by his wife and 
another passenger who sur- 
vived the crash. 

Traffic officials attributed 
the accident to wrongful 
overtaking by Yousef A. 

Moreover, slippery roads 
on Sunday caused a public 
bus to lose control and slide 
off the road injuring 21 peo- 
ple, police reports indicated. 

The report however did 
not indicate the time or place 
of the accident. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


Tbe following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins 
and the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify 
tbe listed time and place with tbe concerned institutions. 


FILM 

if Polish film entitled “Between Cap and lip” (with 
subtitles hi English) at tbe Goetbe-Institut at 7 JO pan. 

PLAY 

-tr Play (in Arabic) entitled “Ye Who Are Hearing” at the 
Royal Cnttnral Centre at 9ri)0 p.m. 

☆ Play fin Arabic) entitled “The Firefighter” at tbe Royal 
Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

if Exhibition of works by Qasim Al Samir at the Housing 
Bank Complex Gallery, 

* Bode exhibition at the Royal Cultural Centre. Also 
showing another exhibition of Arabic OdHgraphy. 

☆ Exhibition of the works of Lebanese artist Amin Al 
Basha at Dorat Al Ftnum. Also showing another exhibi- 
tion entitled "Phase Q-Doors and Windows” by Jorda- 
nian artist Ghada Dahdaieh and works by contemporary 
Arab artists. 

☆ Educational works depicting the life of “Voltaire” at the 
French Cultural Centre. 

☆ Exhibition of works by Haia Mahayni at the Petra 
International Hotel in Aqaba. 


More rain, 

snowfall 

expected 

AMMAN (J.T.) — - The, 
Department of Meteorolo- 
gy Tuesday forecast rainy 
conditions in Jordan for 
Tuesday and Wednesday as I 
a result* of a low depression I 
centred over Cyprus. 1 

A depan ment official 
said that the depression will 
be accompanied by cold 
fronts affecting the eastern 
Mediterranean region and 
bringing in rain that will 
affect all parts of the 
country. 

Department Acting 
Director Amin Qaraeen 
said Tuesday will also wit- 
ness some snowfall on the 
high regions in the country. 

He said that in Aqaba, 
scattered rains are ex- 
pected with strong to mod- 
erate winds. The official 
warned that low-lying re- 
gions could be flooded by 
rain water and that there 
will be poor visibility due to 
fog formation. 

He said that the tempera- 
tures will drop to four de- 
grees at night rising to only- 
seven degrees during the 
day. 

Meanwhile, the Jordan 
Valley Authority \ JV A ) , 
announced Monday that 
the reservoirs behind the 
Kingdom's dams have 
accumulated 82,620,000 
cubic metres of rain water. 

The JVA said that the 
King Talal Dam, the 
largest in the Kingdom, 
contains more than 63.5 
million cubic metres of wa- 
ter out of an 80 million- 
cubic metres capacity. 

He added that 'Wadi 
Shueb and Kafrain dams 
were full to capacity, con- 
taining 2.43, million and 
2.5 million cubic metres re- 
spectively. 


Jordan, Syria sign protocol 
for joint trade council 


DAMASCUS (J.T) —.The 
Jordanian Businessmen 
Wissociation (JBAJ and the 
Syrian Federation OT Cham- 
bers of Commerce Monday 
signed in Damascus a pro- 
tocol on the establishment of 
a joint Jordanian-Syrian busi- 
ness council designed to en- 
courage trade between the 
two countries. 

The protocol provides for 
measures needed to over- 
come obstacles impeding 
trade exchanges, increasing 
reciprocal visits to Jordan 
and Syria by the private sec- 
tors, encouraging the laun- 
ching of joint economic ven- 
tures and joint investments 
and conducting training 
courses for cadres, needed to 
bolster ties. 


The -protocol also entails 
: facilities for Syrian and Jord- 
nian travellers to Amman 
and Damascus and the flow 
of national products across 
the common borders. 

JBA Chairman Hamdi 
Tabbaa, who signed the pro- 
tocol with Rateb Shallah, 
chairman of the Syrian fed- 
eration, said that the brother- 
ly relations between Jordan 
and Syria help them boost 
their trade and build a solid 
base for economic coordina- 
tion and cooperation. 

Mr. Tabbaa pointed out 
that while Jordan last year 
sold JD 25 million worth of 
products to Syria, it imported 
JD 45 million worth of Syrian 
goods. 

He said that this volume of 
trade exchange accounts for 


little compared to the two 
countries' foreign trade with 
Other countries. 

Noting that Jordan and 
Syria were among the fore- 
most countries to sign the 
pan-Arab deal for an Arab 
common market, Mr. Tabbaa 
said that credit should go to 
the higher Joint Jordanian 
Syrian Committee which 
serves as an umbrella for 
bilateral cooperation in trade 
and other fields. 

In view of the circumst- 
ances whifh prevail in the 
region, saici Mr. Tabbaa, it is 
imperative on the two coun- 
tries to pool their efforts and 
gnnfmnt economic com peri - 
tiOTwith a joint stand so as 
id protect the two countries' 
trade, economic, industrial 
and services fields. 


Jordan to attend meeting 
on investment in tourism 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Fed- 
eration of Jordanian Cham- 
bers of Commerce and its 
affiliated institutions in Jor- 
dan will take pan in a genera! 
conference on investments in 
tourism and hotel sectors in 
the Arab World due to open 
in Damascus in March. 

Haidar Murad, Federation 
chairman, said that Jordan's 
participation underlines the 
importance it attaches to the 
development of tourism. 

Mr. Murad made the 
announcement following his 
meeting here last week with 
Dr. Othman Al Aidi. chair- 
man of the Arab Federation 
of Tourism and Hotel, when 
they discussed topics related 
to promoting tourism in the 
Arab World. 

Dr. Aidi outlined the 
general tourism situation in 


the Arab countries and the 
prospects for investments by 
the private sector organisa- 
tions and companies. 

Meanwhile, the Jordanian 
Businessmen Association 
(JBA) announced Sunday 
that in cooperation with the 
Arab Economists Society of 
Jerusalem it will organise the 
first conference by Jordanian 
and Palestinian businessmen 
in Amman in June. 

A JBA statement said that 
in light of the Jordanian- 
Palestinian agreements con- 
cluded in Amman last month 
which focused mainly on 
trade, economy and invest- 
ment fields, the two business 
communities on rhe two 
banks of the River Jordan 
have decided to hold this first 
conference in the first week 
of June to give a chance to 


Nigerian official expresses his country’s 
desire to expand trade with Jordan 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
charge d’affaires at the Nige- 
rian embassy in Baghdad bad 
a meeting in Amman Mon- 
day with Khaldoun Abu Has- 
san, president of the Amman 
Chamber of Industry, and 
expressed his country's desire 
to expand its trade with 
Jordan. 

The Nigerian official said 
his country would like to con- 
clude a trade agreement with 
Jordan in order to stimulate 
trade between the two coun 
tries. 

He also extended an invita- 
tion to Mr. Abu Hassan to 
visit Nigeria at the head of a 


delegation to discuss trade 
with' the Nigerian govern- 
ment and the business com- 
munity. 

The official requested Mr. 
Abu Hassan to warn Jorda- 
nian businessmen against 
dealing with organisations 
which have been sending fax 
messages to them about im- 
aginary projects, inviting 
them to make investments in 
them. He said that these sus- 
pect organisations operating 
in Nigeria are ran by frauds 
trying to embezzle money 
from businessmen througn 
imaginary schemes; he added 
that such messages should be 


totally ignored. 

The Nigerian official said 
that the Jordanian business 
community can hold direct 
contacts with the Nigerian 
chambers of commerce and 
the Jordanian counterparts. 

Mr. Abu Hassan thanked 
the diplomat for his advice 
hand welcomed the invitation 
saying that he would lead a 
Jordanian industrial delega- 
tion to Nigeria to work out 
arrangements for industrial 
and commercial exchanges 
and to learn about Nigeria’s 
needs in the construction and 
contracting services. 


the business people on both 
sides study prospects for joint 
investments and coordinate 
their stands and their policies 
vis-a-vis the outside world. 

The two sides will present 
working papers on economic, 
industrial and investment de- 
velopment during the coming 
meetings, said the statement. 

A whole range of topics, 
including tourism, transport, 
trade, agriculture, industry, 
contracting and construction, 
insurance, banking and finan- 
cial affairs will be addressed 
in the coming meeting, said 
the statement. 

It said that the conference 
is also expected to come up 
with a proper mechanism for 
cooperation and coordination 
in various fields between the 
private sectors, on a constant 
basis. 

Damascus 

declaration 

(Continued from page 1) 

The eight adopted in full 
the policy towards Iraq 
already pursued by the Gulf 
Cooperation Cound! (GCC). 

They said Iraq recognising 
Kuwait last year was an im- 
portant step in the right 
direction but Baghdad must 
comply with all U.N. resolu- 
tions, release Kuwaiti prison- 
ers and give back all Kuwaiti 
property. 

In a surprise move Syria, a 
close ally of Iran, joined the 
Gulf countries in urging 
Tehran to put an end to its 
occupation of three islands in 
the Gulf, which are claimed 


e 
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Burma rebels set up headquarters; 
Thais begin return of refugees 




Bangkok (afp> _ 

Ethnic Karen rebels, routed 
from their mountain head- 
quarters last month, said 
Monday they had returned to 
Bunna to continue fighting, 
while Thai border amts be- 
gan repatriating refugees to 

areas they said were now 
safe. 

In a seven-page statement, 
the Karen National Union 
(KNU) said its military lead- 
er, General Bo Mya, had set 
up a temporary headquarters 
in “Karen-held territory else- 
where inside Burma.” 

He and other senior KNU 
officials would continue to 
battle Rangoon's attempts to 
“bulldoze the KNU into sub- 
mission," it said. 

As the rebels prepared a 
fresh start for their war for 
autonomy, Thailand began 
repatriating the first some 
10,000 Karen refugee who 
fled fighting last mouth be- 
tween troops of the Rangoon 
junta and ethnic insurgents. 

A total of 1,273 Karen 
were sent across the border 
to Burma Sunday from Kan- 
chanaburi province, 155 
kilometres west of here, an 
official with the Thai Ninth 
Infantry Division said. 
Another 911 were to be sent 


back Monday, he said. 

Those refugees had re- 
portedly fled fighting and en- 
forced labour around the re- 
bel Karen outpost of Kaw- 
mawlaw in Tavoy-Mergui. 
The official told AFP Mon- 
day that fighting in the area 

baa stopped. 

Some 7,000 to 8,000 other 
Karen who fled battles in 
eastern Burma remained 
huddled at half a dozen 
camps along the Thai-Bur- 
mese border further north, 
according to Karen relief 
sources. 

“They are afraid that they 
will be sent back now,” a 
KNU refugee official said re- 
cently. “They know what 
(the Thai Interior Ministry) 
has said/’ 

Last week, Thai Interior 
Minister Sanaa Kacborapra- 
sart was reported as saying be 
would repatriate all Karen 
refugees immediately be- 
cause they were fleeing a 
military action, not political 
persecution. 

But contrary statements by 
other senior Thai officials 
have left policy at the border 
ambiguous. 

“I think the Thai army is 
waiting to see who will set the 


policy," Naing Aung, chair- 
man of the All Burma Stu- 
dents Democratic Front 
(ABSDF), said recently. 
“This has been confusng for 
diem, too.” 

Early Monday, Thai Prune 
Minister Qiuan Leekpai flew 
to the northern border dis- 
trict of Mae Sariang where 
authorities were coordinating 
relief efforts, Thai Radio re- 
ported. 

The premier did not speak 
with reporters, but the trip 
underscored die increasing 
tension along the Moei Riv- 
er, where government troops 
have been seen marching 
northward. 

Just a few kilometres east 
of Mae Sariang, a Thai bor- 
der police officer was shot 
and critically wounded Sun- 
day when his patrol tried to 
disarm three men with rifles 
at Mae San Laep border 
town, a Thai border officer 
said Monday. 

The unidentified men fired 
on four Thai officers,- then 
fled to a boar and crossed to 
Burma, the official with 
BBFs Unit 337 told AFP. 
The wounded officer was m 
intensive care in Mae Sariang 
Monday, he said. 


9 years after ‘people power,’ Filipino 
political clans back with a vengeance 


MANILA (AP) — Nine 
years after the “people power 
revolution” promised a new 
era in Philippine politics, 
political dans and establish- 
ment politicians are back 
with a vengeance in advance 
of May’s national elections. 

Last Friday was the dead- 
line for candidates to file for 
12 senatorial seats to be filled 
May 8. The list of serious 
contenders includes four chil- 
dren or grandchildren of for- 
mer presidents, including Rep. 
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. 

Voters will also choose 
governors, mayors and 
House of Representatives 
members, although their fil- 
ing deadline is March 20. 


office include movie stars, 
come dians and even Imelda 
Marcos, free on bond after a 
graft conviction which could 
land her 24 years in jail. 

This is far removed from 
the expectations raised in the 
February 1986 “people pow- 


er” uprising, which toppled 
die late strongman Ferdinand 
Marcos and swept Corazon 
Aquino into the presidency. 

Political rhetoric at the 
time was rich with references 
to a '‘new era” in pojiticis and 
to breaking the grip of in- 
fluential dans on national 
life. That dearly did not hap- 
pen. 

In an effort to s treng t h en 
his influence in the Senate, 
President Fidel Ramos 
forged an alliance between 
his f-giras (Strength) and the 
opposition Laban (Hght) to 
produce a joint senatorial 
ticket. 

The list reads like a 
“Who's Who” of Philippine 


tury. 

Among the 12 candidates 
are Sen. Gloria Arroyo, 
whose father Diosdado 
Macapagal served as presi- 
dent from 1961 until 1965. 
Ramon Magsaysay Jr., whose 
president-father was killed in 


a plane crash in 1957, is also 
running, along with Sergio 
Osmena III, whose 
grandfather-namesake served 
as president of the Philippine 
Commonwealth from 1944 
until 1946. 

Marcos Jr., is running 
under the standard of the 
opposition National Peoples 
Coalition and is given a good 
chance of winning despite 
widespread opposi tio n to his 
fathers authoritarian rule. 

Mr. Ramos’ ticket also in- 
dudes Ramon Mitra, whom 
be defeated in the 1992 pres- 
idential election. Rep. Juan 
Ponce Entile, fired as de- 
fence minister in 1986 after a 
failed coup against Mrs. 


soundly defeated for vice 
president, in the last election! 
Ma gsay say Jr., Marcelo, Fex- 
n an and AqoSioo P im e n tel. 

-Mr. -Ramos put together 
tiie coalition to solidify his 
grip on congress in the last 
three years of his term. 


Diana starts Japan visit quietly 


TOKYO (R) — Britain’s 
Princess Diana, demnre 
again in her trademark hair- 
cut, began a return to full 
royal duties here Monday 
and received the Messing of a 
child who thought she was 
Cinderella. 

Leaving behind in Britain 
for the moment alleged scan- 
dals in her personal life and 
looking ahead to a new inde- 
pendent royal role, the prin- 
cess rarely let a smile slip 
from her face from the mo- 
ment she arrived at Tokyo 
Airport. 

The four day visit on behalf 
of the Red Cross has been 
tailored to show off the car- 
ing side of a princess known 
for a jet-set nfe of glamour 
but a private life of woe. 

After a new book detailed 
suicide bids, problems with 
the eating disorder bulimia 
and the breakup of her mar- 
riage to the heir to the British 
throne Prince Charles, Prin- 
cess Diana withdrew from 
public life a year ago. 

Hie Japan visit is part of 
her comeback. 

For her first engagement, a 
visit to a children’s hospital in 
a Tokyo suburb,, she dressed 
for the part in a pale pink soft 
and string of pearls. 

She replaced a Madonna- 
like sleek hair cot she wowed 
New York's fashion world 
with last week with the famil- 
iar “princess di" cut. 

At the hospital, Erina 
Sarum Sakagudd, a six-year- 
old girl suffering from muscu- 
lar atrophy, gave the princess 
a card with a picture of a 
rabbit and a message that she 
was pleased to meet the prin- 
cess. 

“I told her a princess was 
coming and she thinks Diana 
is Cinderella,'’ said her 
mother Sachiko. 

The princess visited a can- 
cer ward where the terminal- 
ly i'll children dress in pink 
and have pink bed domes 
and decorations to cheer 
them up. Ill another ward 
children had prepared a ban- 
ner saying “welcome to 5 C, 
Princess Diana”, writing her 
name in the Japanese pro- 
noundation. , 

The last time Prutoess Di- 
ana came to Japan was with 
Prince Charles to attend 
Emperor Ak3rito*s enthrone- 
ment in 1990. 

Site was rapturously re- 



Britahi ’s Pr in c e ss of Wales pats two ehfldrep cm the bead as she 
talks with Hospital President Professor Kobayald during a visit 
to the National Children's Hospital in Tokyo. Earlier the 
princess had flown into the Japanese capital to start a four-day 
visit, and a fondi and tonr of some wards was her first official 
e ngagement (AFP photo) 


caved then as a symbol of 
European glamour and ele- 
gance. 

This time the trip is Ear 
more low-key. 

She is forging a new public 
role as patron of the 125th 
anniversaiy celebrations of 

the British Red Gross and as 
a member of the advisory 
commission of the Interna- 
tional Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent 
Sorieties. 

Though she will meet the 
imperial family, there are no 
other high-profile social 
events planned. 

Many Japanese, though 
still fond of her, find it awk- 
ward to deal with her in a 
country where broken mar- 
riages are still frowned upon 
and unheard of in the impe- 
rial family- 

About 150 well-wishers 

turned ont to greet her at the 

hospital, far fewer and quie- 
ter than the mobs that fol- 
lowed her on her previous 
visits in 1986 and 1990. 


Still, a hard core of IX fans 
remains loyal, including some 
still sporting her haircut. 

“She’s a good mother and 
she's got a great figure — 
that's how all women yearn 
to be,” said Kazoe Nishi- 
mura, 55, an admirer since 
her daughter was studying in 
Britain and sent her a book of 
photographs of the princess. 

“It's great that she’s doing 
tins kind of work and not 
letting herself be beaten 
down. I wish her well.” 
Inside the hospital the 
princess told an audience she 
admired the courage and 
optimism of people in Kobe 
where more than 5,000 peo- 
ple died in an earthquake 
three weeks ago. 

“In die midst of this most 
tenible devastation, it was 
wonderful to see neighbours 
crane to the help of those 
who needed it and to witness 
the strong sense of commun- 
ity in the rescues,” she said in 
a speech that started with 
greetings in Japanese. 


The KNU has asked Oman 
and other Thai officials to 
acknowledge “the need of 
the KNU and other (Bur- 
mese) opposition organisa- 
tions to have access to the 
international community 
through Thailand and to be 
able to make their political 
voice beard.” 

Thousands of ethnic Karen 
spilled across the border late 
last month, when the State 
Law and Order Restoration 
Council (SLORC), the offi- 
cial name of the Rangoon 
junta, began a concentrated 
campaign to end Karen rebel 
resistance in Burma. 

The junta, breaking its 
own unilaterally declared 
ceasefire with the rebels, 
took the KNU and opposi- 
tion headquarters of Maner- 
plaw on Jan. 27. The SLORC 
launched artillery and ground 
attacks on several other posi- 
tions simultaneously. 

The move has drawn critic- 
ism from the United States 
and caused some Thai offi- 
cials, among them Foreign 
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra, 
to question the effectiveness 
of Thailand’s economic poli- 
cy of “constructive engage- 
ment” with the Rangoon 
regime. 


Walesa 

asks 

parliament 
to dissolve 

WARSAW, Poland (AP) — 
President Lech Walesa, who 
has begun the process to dis- 
solve parliament in order to 
call new elections and oust 
the left-dominated govern- 
ment, asked the legislators 
Monday to dissolve their own 
body or he would do it for 
them. 

“I appeal to yon, please 
step down, because history 
will not forgive us,” Mr. 
Walesa told a meeting of 
caucus leaders and speakers 
of both chambers of parlia- 
ment. “If you don’t do that, 
then I win take tire derision. ” 

The meeting had been caT 
Icd to resolve a deadlock 
between tiie three centres of 
pqwpre The prudent, die 
government of Prime Minis- 
ter WaJdemar Pawiak and 
parliament 

Parliament passed a resolu- 
tion Saturday, saying Mr. 
Walesa had no grounds to 
dissolve it and threatening to 
take him before the state 
tribunal, a special court that 
determines whether politi- 
cians are acting within die 
constitution. 

Mr. Walesa, repeating 
accusations of corruption 
among government and par- 
liament members, made his 
appeal to die legislative lead- 
ers after a brief meeting with 
Mr. Pawiak at the presiden- 
tial palace. 

Mr. Pawiak, cri ti cised by 
members of ttis own coalition 
for not consulting with them, 
said Saturday he was ready to 
share power and responsibil- 
ity with Aleksander Kwas- 
niewski, head of the former 
Commnnirts, the Democratic 
Left Alliance. 

Mr. Kwasniewski is ex- 
pected to be Mr. Walesa’s 
main rival in the November 
presidential elections. Mr. 
Walesa had commented 
Saturday that be would not 
oppose formation of a gov- 
ernment headed by Mr. 
Kwasniewski, who would be 
“more efficient” than Mr, 
Pawiak, but “not to the tik- 



Astronaut Vladimir Titov points to with iafcrnatioHaf crew of six, will fly-around 
Charlotte Robot (black hoes) in the commercial the Russian space station Mir during their 
SPACEBAR module carried in the space scheduled eight-day pfams in space (AFP 
shuttle Discovery’s cargo boy. The shuttle, photo) 

Russian space agency to NASA: 
No leaks allowed near Mir station 


CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. 
( AP) — The message from 
the Russian Space Agency to 
NASA is clear Your leaking 
space shuttle cannot come 
near our Mir. 

With time running out, 
NASA ordered shuttle astro- 
nauts to try to repressurise a 
leaking jet in a long-shot 
e f fort to stop the drainage 
and permit a close encounter 
Monday with Russia’s orbit- 
ing Mir space station. 

It didn’t work. 

The thruster was still leak- 
ing a trail of icy fuel when the 
crew awoke early Monday, 
about 1100 kilometres and 13 
hours before the scheduled 
meeting. 

Russian officials insist that, 
unless the steering jet stops 
spewing fuel, the shuttle dis- 
covery must stay ar least 122 
metres from Mir — 111 
metres farther than planned. 
They fear the small chunks of 


frozen capsule attached to 
die station and needed by the 
three Mir cosmonauts to re- 
turn to Earth next month. 

Mission operations direc- 
tor Randy Stone said Nation- 
al Aeronautics and Space 
Ad mini st ra tion (NASA) en- 
gineers believe the leaking 
nitrogen tetroxide would not 
attach to anything and poses 
no danger. 

But the Russians aren’t 
convinced, “and it’s -their 
call,” he said. 

“They don’t fully under- 
stand all of the capabilities of 

our vehicle It’s mostly just 

the very methodical and con- 
servative engineering 
approach that they take to 
things when they don’t have a 
full knowledge of the sys- 
tem," he said. 

The original plan called for 
Discovery and its crew of six 
to fly within 10 metres of the 
station as a dress rehearsal 


for the first shntde-Mir dock- 
ing in June. NASA wanted to 
see how well the shuttle 
handled next to a 100-tonne 
station and test navigation 
and communication systems. 

“Obviously, the closer we 
can get the better it will be,’ 
said Discovery pilot Eileen 
Collins. “But even if we only 
go to 300 -metres... we win 
still be getting a lot of good 
information.” . 

Months before the mission, 
the U.S. and Russian space 
agencies agreed that discov- 
ery would forgo the dose 
encounter if any one of seven 
critical steering thrusters 
failed. 

Seven Atlantis-Mir dock- 
ings are- planned through 
1997. After that, NASA 
plans to- start building an 
international space station 
with Russia and other coun- 
tries. ’. 


Big earthquake rattles N. Zealand 


WELLINGTON (AFP) — 
An earthquake measuring a 
potentially devastating seven 
on the Richter Scale occurred 
off the coast of New Twiiawi 
Monday but miraculously 
caused no damage. 

The effects of the quake 
were minimised . by the 
epicentre’s location in the 
Pacific Ocean about 125 
kilometres (77 miles) south- 
east of East Cape, according 
to Martin Reyners, deputy 
chief seismologist at the an- 
tote of Geological and Nuc- 


lear Sciences. 

Nevertheless, he said, “it 
was a decent-sized shake and 
felt from Auckland to Christ- 
church,” he said. 

The temblor occurred ab- 
out 11.50 ajn. (2250 GMT), 
but aftershocks were still 
being felt 4-16 hours after the 
first jolt, and although shor- 
ter and less powerful, w e re 
still unnerving for some resi- 
dents. 

At the east coart township 
of Tolaga Bay, one of the 


closest points 'to the 
epicentre, motel owner Wally 
Tukukino said there had 
been five aftershocks in that 
period. 

He said the initial quake 
seemed to last about 45 . 
seconds and felt like a rolling . 

movements- Some of.- the. 
aftershocks had lasted as loqgr 
as 15 seconds. • 

Minirtxy of CSvil Defence 
duty officer Tom Finnmxne 
said there had been reports of 
objects falling from shelves in 
Tolago Bay. 


Doug McClure, western actor, dies at 59 



LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
Dong McQurfe, the blond, 
boyish cowboy star of the 
television shows The Virgi- 
nian, The Overland Trail and 
The Men From Shiloh, died 
Of cancer Sunday night. He 
was 59. 

McClure died at his home 
in the Los Angeles suburb of 
Sherman Oaks with family 
and friends by his side, said 
McClnre’s friend, Dennis 
Mores. 

After struggling a year with 
lung cancer, McClure 
appeared last Dec. 16 for the 
installation of his star on the 
Hollywood Walk of Fame. 
Getting the star helped him 
feel better, be told well- 
wishers. 

“It gave me the incentive 
to get well, and I well,” he 
declared. 

But on Jan. 8, the actor 
collapsed from an apparent 
stroke on the set of a theatric- 
al film in Hawaii and was 
flown to Los Angeles for 
hospitalisation. 

Doctors discovered the 
cancer had spread to his liver 
and booes, Morga said. 

“Doug was one of tire kin- 
dest people I have ever 


known, and a real gentle- 
man,” said Morga, who re- 
cently produced several 
marketing vidoes that 
McClure appeared in and 
directed. “He was a true pro- 
fessional — always prepared 
on the set and easy and fun to 
work with. I’D rmss him very 
much.” 

McClure’s career took off 
in 1960 when he was cart as 
William Bendix’s sidekick in 
the NBC series The Overland 
Trail. The show lasted rally a 
half-season, and be im- 
mediately started on Check- 
mate, a private-eye series. 

In 1962, the actor joined 
the cast of The Virginian, an 
ambitious, big-budget NBC 
project winch was the fort 
filmed series with 90-minute 
episodes. McClure played the 
role of Trampas, the villain in 
the Owen wister novel and 
the three movie versions. 
Trampas was rehabilitated in 
the series as a happy-go-lucky 
young cowpoke. 

McClure fit easily into the 
Western atmosphere. He had 
been riding horseback since 
the age of o m his hometown 
of Glendale. California. As a 
teenager be spent summers 


on a cattle ranch and was a 
bronco-buster in occasional 
rodeos. . 

After eight successful years 
of The Virginian, NBC intro- 
duced a spinoff. The Men 
Aran Shiloh. It lasted one 
season. 

' “I had tins feeling every- 
body thought I was wad,” he 
said in a 1988 interview. “I 
didn’t quit. I did some films 
and theatre in London. I 
went to New York. But I bad 
been on television so modi, 
people thought I wasn't 
around.” 

McClure returned to TV 
series in 1975 for the one- 
season Western Barbary 
Coast. He continued making ' 
guest appearances on TV, 
notably m the 1977 classic 
Roots. His other film credits 
indude Cannonball Run n, 
52 Pickup, Omega Syn- 
drome, Dark Before Dawn, 
Tapebeads. 

In addition to his wife,' 
Diane, McClure is survived 
by two children from pre- 
vious marriages, Tane and 
Valerie McClure; bis mother, 
Clara Oapp, and a brother, 
Reed. 


Catalans pledge support for Spam’s Gonzalez 


BARCELONA, Spain (R) 
— Spam’s ruling Socialists 
are sure of Catalan support at 
least for another year even if 
they suffer a ringing defeat in 
May’s municipal elections 
and recent political scandals 
continue. 

Catalan leader Jordi Pujol, 
who has a raze meeting with 


opposition Popular Party 
(PP) leader Jose Maria Aznar 
Monday, says he has no in- 
tention of seeking any d ea l 
with the PP. 

“We are saying we guaran- 
tee support to the Socialists 
at least until the next Stale of 
the Nation address in 2996, 
even if there is an electoral 
collapse (in May),” Mr. Pujol 
said. 

“A hypothetical Aznar 
government is not on the 
agenda. The PP is a valid 

S riitical alternative for the 
rare and it is important to 
keep up a dialogue,” be tokl 
foreign journalists here Fri- 
day. 

The 17 seats of Mr. Pujol’s 


Converge nda I Unio guaran- 
tee a Socialist majority of one 
in the lower house, but a 
series of allegations of gov- 
ernment involvement in a dir- 
ty war on ETA (Basque 
Homeland and Freedom) 
guerrillas during the 1980s 
has heightened opposition 
pressure for early general' 
elections. 

Mr. Pujol said Car from the 
common Catalan image as 
separatists, their priority is to 
ensure democratic stability. 

Speaking ahead of 
Wednesday's annual State of 
the Nation debate, in winch 
Prime Minister Felipe Gon- 
zalez is expected to come 
under heavy attack from the 
opposition, Mr. Pujol said he 
saw no alternative to the pre- 
sent alliance. 

“What is the alternative? 
Either we have early elec- 
tions or we continue what we 
are doing,” he said. “A gov- 
ernment of the right is highly 
unlikely under present cir- 
cumstances.” 


Mr. Pujol criticised the pic- 
ture he said had been painted 
in the foreign [ness of a 
Socialist government on its 
last legs, and said not even 
more arrests of former gov- 
ernment officials in the death 
squad investigations would 
shake Catalan support. 

A former state security 
chief has already been re- 
manded in custody in Decem- 
ber, and former Under- 
secretary of State for Secur- 
ity Rafael Vera is presently 
under investigation. 

“If Vera is imprisoned, it 
would produce a shock, but it 
would sot make us change 
our minds,” said Mr. Pu- 
jol. 

But while the Catalan lead- 
er was generally happy with 
the 1995 economic program- 
me that Mr. Gonzalez will lay 
out Wednesday, he was res- 
igned to a slower pace of 
economic reform this year 
than he would tike. 

“It’s true they won’t do all 


the reforms this year that 
they should. We have insisted 
but they don’t dare,” he said. 

“This is a year in which 
well see if Spain can turn the 
corner, both in economic re- 
covery but also in industrial 
policy.. it’s an historical 
opportunity for Spain to 
change course.” ‘ 

Asked if the Catalans re- 
jected outright any alliance 
with the centre-right Popular 
Party, Mr. Pujol said tns sup- 
port is for programmes and 
for those who are capable of 
carrying them out. 

The Catalans, he said, gave 
their support to the Socialists 
“because they have the abil- 
ity to cany out the program- 
mes we want” and tins would 
continue to be- its guiding 
principle. 

. Whether the Catalans 
would support a Socialist 
government sot beaded by 
Mr. Gonzalez, he said, would 
onfy be a hypothesis in the 
event of a transition govern- 
ment prior to elections. 


five, iw>« - — . _ 
Monday. “IPs foe story of a 
soul’s journey to redeem it- 
self.” It wflbe the first tone a 
commercial film has been 
shot in Sarajevo since the 

seme by Bosnian Serbs began 

neatly three years ago. Keitel 
was in Belgrade for its lutw- 
national Him Festival. He 
was presented with a. special 
Golden Locomotive Award. 

Campbell 

‘regrets’ 

posing naked for * 
Madonna book 

LONDON (AFP) — British 

supermodel Naomi Campbell 
has expressed “regrets for 
posing naked in the pages of 
“Sex,” pop star Madonna’s 
book of steamy photographs.. 
“My mum and grandma were 
embarrassed,” she told the 
latest edition of the magazine 
Esquire — for whom she also 
agr eed to .a photo shoot — 
adding: 'Tra learning from 
my mistakes.” 

Alligator captured 
in Cologne 

COLOGNE, Germany 
(AFP) — Police captured an 
alligator measuring almost a 
metre (over three feet) in 
length near a main road in 
tins western city. The reptile, 
identified as a caiman, was 
taken foCotojpie Zoo in an 
armoured car,.police said. Its 
owner was not identified. 
Police speculated that it 
could have been cart out of 
the Rhine, which flows 
through the city, during his- 
torically high floods Last 
week. 

‘Racist 1 Bugs ^ 
Bunny video 
withdrawn 

LOS ANGELES, California 
(AFP) — The MGM-UA 
-mm company has agreed to 
withdraw from sale a video 
con taming a Bogs Bunny car- 
toon made during World War 
Q which expresses racist atti- 
tudes towards the Japanese. 
The video, a compflation rep- 
resenting a history of anima- 
tion, contains a cartoon enti- 
tled Bogs Nips The Nips 
which portrays ‘tiie cartoon 
hero offering booby-trapped, 
ice cream comets to a group 
of Japanese people. As the 
encourages them to accept, 
he speaks to them using such 
terms as “bowlegs,’’ 
“monkey-face” and “slant- 
eyes.” Around 8,000 copies 
of the video compilation have 
been sold since it went on 
sale in September 1983. The 
company decided to with- 
draw the video after receiving 
complaints from the 
Japanese- Americans 
Citizen’s League. 

Charles to be 
patron of U.N. 
celebrations 

LONDON (R) — Prince 
Charles will be the British' 
patron of celebrations mark- f ' 
mg the 50th anniversary of 
tiie United Nations, the orga- 
nisation said. The United Na- 
tions Association said the- 
heir to the throne will preside 
over several events including 
the 50th anniversary of the 
first U.N. General Assembly 
on Jan. 11, 1996. “We are 
tmly delighted that Prince' 
Charles has agreed to act as 
our patron,” said Lord : 
Howe, president of the Brit- 
ish committee for the com-' 
memoran'on. “With Ms deep 
commitment to fostering in- 
ternational understanding he 
wffl play a key role in ensnr- ' 
ing that this important 
anniversary receives the rec- ; 
ogmtkm which it deserves.” ; 

5-year-old 
brings handgun 
to school 

WASHINGTON (R) — 
Police took into custody a , 
.five-year-old boy in Mary- 
land after he took a loaded * 
semiautomatic haqdp ni to 
his elementary school and 
showed it off to his class- 
mates, police said Saturday 1 
A, teacher at the school m l 
Prmce George’s County , out- - 
ade Wadimgton D.C., con-, 
fiscated the .380 calibre tf' 
Friday after she saw. 
ihe boy showing it to a 
gwp or other students hr the " I 
^ of a classroom, a police • 
spokesman said. 
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Shortly after returning to their hometown Ochten, inhabi- 
tants of the Dutch village walk the top of the sandbag- 
covered dyke to see the current situation. The whole 


population of the village had to be evacuated last week doe 
to the dangerously high water level (AFP photo) 


Last Dutch flood evacuees go home 


AMSTERDAM (Agencies) 
— The last Dutch flood eva- 
cuees headed home Monday 
after a mass return over the 
weekend as authorities de- 
clared the majority of dikes 
around the downstream Maas 
and Waal Rivers safe. 

“The situation is more or 
less back to normal,’' an In- 
terior Ministry spokesman 
said. “The remaining people 
are being allowed home this 
morning and the rest of the 
livestock are going back from 
Tuesday.” 

Swollen rivers forced 
250,000 people to evacuate 
their homes last week in the 


Netherlands’ worst natural 
disaster in 40 years. 

But swiftly receding water 
levels allowed the last 14,000 
people, from the villages of 
Gorinchem Oost and Boven 
Hardinxveld in the west of 
the evacuated region, to re- 
turn home Monday. 

On Sunday 180,000 people 
in and around the towns of 
Tiel and Culemborg were 
greeted by signs improvised 
by police saying “welcome 
home.” 

Thousands of people had 
already returned to their 
homes on friday and 
Saturday. 




• Inhabitants of die village of AppeJtern in the Land of Maas 
' and Waal gather their furniture which was put into storage 
■ in the local church daring the flood threat. Some 179,000 
people forced to flee the worst flooding in the Netherlands 
this century began calmly returning to their home (AFP 
photo) 


Water officials said most of 
the main rivers and canals 
would reopen to shipping la- 
ter Monday. 

Dutch waterways are a key 
artery through northwest 
Europe, linking the giant 
ports of Rotterdam and Am- 
sterdam with the continent's 
industrial heartland. They 
had been closed since Jan. 29 
to try to prevent damage to 
the country's ancient dikes. 

Many of those returning 
home expressed gratitude to 
the army and emergency ser- 
vices which toiled all last 
week to shore up weakened 
dikes and guard homes 
against looting. 

As northern Europe 
cleaned up after last week’s 
torrential floods, much of 
southern Europe continued 
to parch in a persistent and 
expensive drought. 

Since 1990, rain clouds 
have virtually ignored the 
southern stretches of Portug- 
al, Spain, France, Italy and 
Greece on the northern edge 
of the Mediterranean as well 
as Israel and North Africa. 

In Spain, as crops wilt and 
large tracts of land fall victim 
to Increasing desertification, 
two years of government 
heel-dragging have left the 
country without a national 
water plan. 

“Parliament said that be- 
fore it looked at the national 
water plan we should have an 
irrigation plan. Then it called 
for another plan on the water 
basins,” said Public Works 
Minister Jose Borell. “You 
get the impression they're not 
interested in our sending 
them the water plan." 

In southern Spain reser- 
voirs are only 10 psr cent full, 
more than 2 million people 
face daily water restrictions 
and com, rice, cotton, olive, 
and sugar beet harvests are 


once again under threat. 

Roman Catholic bishops 
and priests have taken to the 
streets to lead processions 
imploring divine interven- 
tion. 

But so far to little avail, as 
organisers of the World 
Alpine Skiring Cham- 
pionships in the Sierra 
Nevada found last month 
when, despite local prayers, 
the competition was post- 
poned until next year because 
of an unprecedented snow 
shortage. 

"Year after year it is just 
getting worse,” said Antonio 
Alcaraz, president of the 
Guadiana River Hydrog- 
raphic Confederation.' 

Crop and livestock farmers 
put losses at more than S4.6 
billion for the past year 
alone, while the government 
has invested some 40 billion 
pesetas (S3G0 million) in 
emergency reservoir con- 
struction and river diversion 
measures since 1992. 

Authorities also fear catas- 
trophic consequences for 
tourism, Spain's leading in- 
dustry. Major resorts like 
Marbella already face up to 
16 hours of water restrictions, 
whiel some residents of near- 
by Fuengirola have resorted 
to filling buckets at public 
fountains. 

Growing concent over the 
drought has begun to raise 
fundamental questions over 
how water is used — or mis- 
used — in Spain. 

With proposals to build 156 
new dams and dozens more 
river-diversion canals, the 
National Water Plan planned 
to distribute water from the 
rain-sufficient north to the 
arid south. But so far the plan 
— which pits ministries, en- 
gineers, farmes and ecolog- 
ists against each other — has 
been unable to earn parlia- 
ment's approval. 


Karachi remains tense after weekend of violence 


KARACHI (Agencies) — 
Angry youths burned tyres in 
the streets and set a bus on 
fire Monday following a 
weekend of sectarian vio- 
lence that left 33 dead and 
dozens injured. 

Meanwhile, Prime Minis- 
ter Benazir Bhutto said she 
believed “a foreign hand” 
was behind the killings, a 
reference to archrival India. 
However, she offered no evi- 
dence. 

Police and paramilitary 
troops in armoured vehicles 
patrolled the Liaquatabad 
district in central Karachi, 
where both Sunni and Shi’ite 
Muslims have come under 
attack. 

Police described the area 
as tense and said young men 
set up burning tyre barricades 
and torched one public bus 
Monday morning. But no 
new shootings were reported. 

Twenty-one people were 
killed in two dnve-by shoot- 
ings Sunday at Sunni Muslim 


gatherings. On Saturday 
night, 12 men were gunned 
down, most of them Sbi’ites, 
in similar attacks. 

Karachi, an increasingly 
lawless city of 10 million peo- 
ple, has been plagued by poli- 
tical and sectarian violence, 
and the weekend killings 
marked one of the worst out- 
bursts in recent years. 

The shootings also raised 
questions about whether Ms. 
Bhutto’s government has lost 
control of Karachi, the coun- 
try’s business capital. 

"No one is prepared to 
invest in Karachi with the 
continuing violence,” said 
S.M. Munir, head of the 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry. “The absence of 
fresh investment has made 
the unemployment problem 
worse.” 

More than 800 people died 
in political and religious vio- 
lence last year, but there 
were few arrests and even 
fewer convictions. Many see 


the government as weak and 
ineffectual in dealing with the 
violence. 

“The main question at the 
moment is the survival of the 
country,” said Jamil Yousuf, 
a prominent businessman 
who has set up a citizen's 
group to help police deal with 
crime and violence. 

Ms. Bhutto withdrew the 
army from Karachi in 
November and said the police 
force was capable of main- 
taining order. 

However, more than 200 
people were killed in political 
and religious violence in De- 
cember and January. 

Muslim religious leaders 
Monday accused India of 
being responsible for a new 
wave of violence in Karachi, 
saying the unrest was directly 
linked to the troubled Indian- 
held territory of Kashmir. 

Veteran religious and poli- 
tical leader, Shah Ahmad 
Noorani, said he suspected 
that India had been behind 


attacks this weekend. 

He said the New Delhi was 
“punishing" Pakistan for ex- 
pressing support for Kashmiri 
militants fighting against In- 
dian rule. 

In the worst bloodletting in 
recent months, snipers struck 
twee in Karachi Sunday, kill- 
ing at least 20 people and 
wounding 35 others. 

The shooting coincided 
with a nationwide strike cal- 
led by Ms. Bhuno to “ex- 
press solidarity” with Muslim 
militants fighting against In- 
dian rule in Kashmir. 

Officials said terrorists 
fired indiscriminately at a 
camp set up by Kashmiri 
activists in a densely popu- 
lated area of the city to col- 
lea donations for their separ- 
atist struggle. The attack left 
II people dead, witnesses 
said. 

Unidentified armed men 
also pumped bullets into a 
Sunni mosque, leaving nine 
people dead. 


‘Toyboy’ John Major claims denied by brother 


LONDON (R) — John Ma- 
jor’s brother denied Monday 
that the British prime minis- 
ter had once been the 
“toyboy” lover of a sophisti- 
cated divorce who is 13 years 
older. 

Mr. Major’s elder brother 
Terry said reports that the 
future premier had an affair 
with Jean Kierans when he 
was 20 years old were “abso- 
lutely ridiculous” and the 
couple had just been good 
friends. 

The claims appeared in the 
men’s magazine Esquire - and 
were splashed across Bri- 
tain’s racy tabloid news- 
papers. 

Esquire said Ms. Kierans, 
now a grey-haired 65-year- 
old pensioner, moved next 
door to Mr. Major’s family 
with her two children in 1963 
and began a romance with 
the future premier which 
lasted several years despite 


the disapproval of his family. 

Ms. Kierans, a school- 
teacher and active member of 
the Conservative Party, en- 
couraged Mr/ Major — who 
dropped out of school at 16 
— to begin working in a bank 
and become a party activist, 
Esquire said. 

The magazine said Mr. 
Major’s mother was furious 
when she caught Ms. Kierans 
rummaging in their house for 
John's washing and insisted 
on chaperoning the couple 
when they went on holiday to 
Spain - 

Mr. Major's sister Pat was 
quoted as saying of Ms. 
Kierans: "She was after 
him... he was young and she 
was wily.” 

The tabloids, which have 
failed to find anything re- 
motely scandalous in Mr. 
Major’s past and often por- 
tary him as a lacklustre fi- 


gure, were hugely intrigued 
by the magazine report. 

But Mr. Major’s brother 
Terry painted a very different 
picture of the relationship 
with Ms. Kierans. 

“I think she might have 
been something to do with 
the Tories (Conservatives). It 
is absolutely ridiculous to say 
die and John were lovers,” 
he told the Evening Standard 
newspaper. 

“I think she may have 
helped him with his work 
because she was a teacher. 
She certainly encouraged him 
but everybody encouraged 
John to get on." 

In his autobiography, Ter- 
ry paints a genteel picture of 
the Majors as the epitome of 
middle-class respectability. 

Life in the Major family, 
ensconced in the southern 
suburbs of London, appears 
to have been lily-white in its 


blamelessness. The Majors 
were typical of most Britons, 
doing their best ro make a 
decent life amid the priva- 
tions of post-war London. 

A night out consisted of a 
visit to the cinema, holding 
hands with your date and 
taking the last bus home. A 
young man fell in love only 
once in his life, and married 
that woman. 

After working in his 
brother's business making 
garden gnomes, John became 
a local councillor in the late 
1960s. He was eleaed as a 
Conservative member of par- 
liament in 1979. 

John, who met and mar- 
ried his wife Norma in the 
early 2970s, issued writs for 
libel in 1993 when two maga- 
zines reprinted rumours that 
he had had an extramarital 
affairs with a caterer. Both he 
and the woman won damages 
and apologies. 


Fujimori vows to enforce Rie 
Protocol with diplomacy, arms 


LIMA (AP) — President 
Alberto Fujimori has vowed 
to enforce his country’s claim 
to a disputed border area 
following the apparent break- 
down of talks aimed at 
reaching a ceasefire with 
Ecuador. 

Mr. Fujimori said Sunday 
; that his troops were dosing in 
I on an Ecuadorean post and 
would “remove all the invad- 
I ers" if diplomacy did not 
I work. 

Earlier in the day. talks in 
Brazil ended without agree- 
ment on a truce. 

Meanwhile, Ecuadorean 
President Sixto Duran-Bailen 
headed for Brazil. Argentina 
and Chile to present bis na- 
tion's case personally. 

Ecuador and Peru both 
said fighting took place Sun- 
day at the headwaters of the 
Cenepa River, w here the two 
countries have been battling 
on and off for 11 daw — the 
latest conflict in a' dispute 
that dates from 1941. 

Mr. Fujimori, who visited 
the border region Sunday, 
said 22 Peruvian soldiers had 
been killed in fighting — 
twice the number previously 
given by Peru. 

Ecuador says eight of its 
soldiers have died" and two 
are missing and presumed 
dead since fighting erupted 
Jan. 26. 


Mr. Fujimori stressed his 
country’s claim to the area, 
citing its interpretation of the 
border under the 1942 Rio 
De Janeiro Protocol, which 
was supposed to set the 
boundary between Peru and 
Ecuador" following their 1941 
war. 

“We are going to enforce 
the Rio De Janeiro Protocol, 
which is an international trea- 
ty that has to be respected, 
respected through diplomatic 
means by arms,” he said. 

Peru contends the entire 
1,000-mile (1,600 kilometres) 
border was established by the 
treaty after Ecuador lost the 
war. But Ecuador declared 
the agreement null in 1960. 
before the border was fully 
marked. 

In dispute is an unmarked 
50-mile (80 kilometres) 
stretch through rugged, jung- 
le-covered mountains called 
the Cordillera Del Condor, 
on the eastern edge of the 
Andes. The area may contain 
gold, uranium and oil. 

Each side blames the orher 
for the latest fighting. 

Delegates from Brazil, 
Argentina, Chile and the Un- 
ited States ended five days of 
ceasefire talks in Rio De 
Janeiro, Brazil, saying 
Ecuador had asked for more 
time to study the proposals. 

“I prefer not to think of the 


talks as a failure but rather as 
a preparation for more com- 
plete understanding and what 
we all hope will be a ceasefire 
and a permanent peace.” said 
Sebastiao De Rego Burros, 
Brazil's acting foreign minis- 
ter and chairman of the talks. 

Sources in Rio said Peru 
had wanted a demiltiarised 
zone nearly 5 miles (8 
kilometres) wide, while 
Ecuador wanted a half-mile 
zone. Ecuador also wanted to 
keep its military posts in the 
disputed area. The sources 
spoke on condition of anony- 
mity. 

Both Peru and Ecuador 
accepted an observer mis- 
sion, the mediators said. 

As the talks broke up, 
Ecuador claimed Peruvian 
jungle troops attacked four 
more of its posts in the dis- 
puted stretch of dense jungle, 
and accused Peru of using 
guerrilla warfare. 

Mr. Fujimori said his 
forces had “taken the hills 
that overlook rhe outposi" of 
Tihuinza and were closing in. 

Ecuadorean officials said 
they had repelled an attack 
on the same base, which each 
side claims is in its territory. 
They also claimed Peru was 
using artillery helicopters to 
attack other posts. 

Meanwhile Chile denied 


Sunday it was arming 
Ecuador in its border flare-up 
with Peru but acknowledged 
having authorised a weapons 
sale to Ecuador as recently as 
last September. 

Responding to a Peruvian 
newspaper report, the Chi- 
lean government issued a 
statement denying it had au- 
thorised arms' shipments to 
either side in the deadly 
Amazon border conflict 
broke our in January. 

The last rime Chile autho- 
rised an arms sale to either 
side was on Sept. 12 when the 
government approved the ex- 
port of war material ro 
Ecuador, said the statement 
issued by President Eduardo 
Frei’s office. 

It did not say when the 
weapons were delivered to 
Ecuador, or who actually 
sold them. 

“The delivery of this mate- 
rial has been carried out in 
line with the usual interna- 
tional practices in this type of 
commercial operation, and 
its details are confidential.” 
said the statement. 

The Lima newspaper La 
Rcpublica reported Saturday 
Ecuadorean Air Force cargo 
planes flew to a Chilean milit- 
ary base in the northern city 
of Iquique last week and 
picked up 75 tonnes of 
weapons. 







Representatives of the guarantor countries of the 1942 
Pern-Ecnador peace treaty give a press conference at the 
Itaamararty Palace in Rio De Janeiro. The representatives 


are Juan Jose Urange of Argentina (left), Sebastiao Do Rego 
Barros ( 2 nd -left) of Brazil, Fabio Vio (2nd -right) or Chile 
and Alexander Watson of the U.S. (AFP photo) 


Dole to consider Powell as running mate 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— U.S. Senate majority lead- 
er Bob Dole said Sunday he 
would consider inviting Colin 
Powell, the retired chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, to 
be his vice presidential run- 
ning mate for the 1996 elec- 
tions. 

The Kansas Republican 
said on the NBC Television 
programme Meet The Press 
that he would formally 
announce his candidacy for 
the Republican nomination 
in early April. He said his 
formal’ declaration would 
come 50 years to the week 
after World War n wounds 
crippled his right arm and 
hand. 

Beside Gen. Powell. Sen. 
Dole said his short list in- 
cluded former Housing 


Secretary Jack Kemp as vyell 
as governors Pete Wilson of 
California, Christine Whit- 
man of New Jersey, William 
Weld of Massachusetts, Jim 
Edgar of Illinois, George 
Voinovich of Ohio and Tom- 
my Thompson of Wisconsin. 

Sen. Dole said he “had a 
good visit" with Gen. Powell 
two or three weeks ago, 
adding: “We didn’t talk ab- 
out this specific thing.” He 
added that some of those on 
his list may be weighing their 
own bids to unseat President 
Bill Clintgon. 

Sen. Dole said his experi- 
ence as “someone who has 
been tested in a lot of ways” 
qualifies him to be president 
of the United States. 

Sen. Dole has been a 


staunch advocate of lifting 
the arms embargo to enable 
Bosnia to defend itself 
against Serb fighters but the 
Balkan war did not come up 
during a television interview. 

He sought to identify him- 
self with the ideas of Mr. 
Kemp, the conservative Re- 
publican who says their party 
needs to reach out more to 
minorities. 

As an aspirant for the Re- 
publican 1996 presidential 
nomination. Sen. Dole joins 
Sen. Phil Gramm of Texas, 
who is already actively cam- 
paigning, and other prospects 
including former Vice Presi- 
dent Dan Quayle and former 
Tennessee Gov. Lamar Alex- 
ander. 

Mr. Kemp recently aban- 


doned presidential aspira- 
tions. 

Dole said people would turn 
to him at the polls if they are 
“looking for someone with 
experience, someone who 
has been tested in a lot of 
ways and somebody who gets 
up every morning and knows 
that people>are going to have 
difficulties." 

If he were eleaed, he said, 
his wife, Elizabeth Hanford 
Dole, would want to continue 
in public service but as a 
“more traditional first lady” 
than Hillary Rodham Clin- 
ton, who has drawn criticism 
for involvement in policy- 
making. Now president of the 
American Red Cross, Mrs. 
Dole has been secretary of 
labour and of transportation. 


Sarajevo Airport road opened for Serbs 


SARAJEVO (R) — The first 
civilian traffic for seven 
months crossed Sarajevo Air- 
port Monday under a cease- 
fire which is helping the Bos- 
nian capital inch towards nor- 
mality after almost three 
years of war. 

Twenty-two Serb cars 
drove from Iiidza to Lukavt- 
ca. two Serb suburbs flanking 
the U.N. controlled airport, 
peacekeepers said. 

A second airport road link- 
ing mainly Muslim seaors of 
the city was due to open later 
in the day and a queue of cars 
built up in anticipation of the 
barriers being lifted. 

“It’s a promising step for- 
ward," U.N. spokesman 
Gary Coward said. 

If there are no hitches. 
U.N. peacekeepers will in- 
tensify efforts to persuade the 
Serbs to let commercial traf- 
fic use the roads which are 
currently resrriaed to U.N. 
and humanitarian freight. 

The move would signifi- 
cantly ease shortages in 
Sarajevo which relies on 
U.N. convoys and an interna- 
tional airlift through Sarajevo 
Airport to feed itself. 

Opening the road from 
Iiidza to Lukavica meant the 
Serbs could make a journey 
in 30 minutes which has pre- 
viously taken all day during 
the siege of the city 1 . 

Sarajevo Police Chief Enes 
Bezdrop told Reuters the 
Serbs also agreed to let civi- 
lian buses run between 
Sarajevo and Visoko, north- 
west of the city, from 
Tuesday. 

The current ceasefire, ouut 
on personal mediation by for- 
mer U.S. President Jimmy 


Carter took effect at new 
year and is due to last four 
months while a political set- 
tlement is sought. 

Despite the progress in 
Sarajevo, General Rasim De- 
lic, the commander of gov- 
ernment forces, warned fight- 
ing would resume if the ceas- 
efire collapsed. 

• 

Gen. Delic told Sarajevo 
Radio Sunday his Bosnian 
Serb foes would be mistaken 
if they thought his soldiers 
bad become soft since the 
mice took effect. 

“We are taking measures 
for further improvement and 
strengthening of the army 
with one goal, which is if 
there is no solution in these 
four months, now three 
months of the ceasefire, then 
the army will make one on 
the battlefield.” 

The truce has halted fight- 
ing across most of Bosnia 
except the northwestern 
Bihac pocket where govern- 
ment forces are pined against 
rebel Muslims backed by 
Serbs. 

Meanwhile the French 
ambassador to Croatia said in 
an interview published Mon- 
day that Zagreb’s derision to 
eject U.N. peacekeeping 
troops could ignite a wider 
war in former Yugoslavia. 

Croatian President Franjo 
Tudjman ordered 12,000 
U.N. troops guarding a ceas- 
efire with rebel minority 
Serbs holding a third of 
Croatia to leave by June 30. 
He said the U.N. presence 
only allowed the Serbs to 
cement a breakaway state. 

Mr. Tudjman’s move has 
prompted menacing noises 


from the Krajina Serbs and 
their patron, Serbian-led 
rump Yugoslavia. Western 
officials fear a U.N. exit will 
unleash another Serbo-Croa- 
tian war that would send 
shock waves across the Bal- 
kans. 

French Ambassador Jean- 
Jacques Gaillarde was quoted 
by the Zagreb daily Vjesnik 
as saying Croatia had every 
right to condua its sovereign 
affairs as it saw fit but the 
decision to expel the U.N. 
was fraught with risk. 

“We fear that after UN- 
PROFOR (U.N. Peacekeep- 
ing Force) leaves, incidents 
may become more frequent 
and could at any moment 
turn into a larger conflia,” 
Mr. Gaillarde said in the in- 
terview. 

“Europe will do everything 
to prevent a new war which 
would risk setting fire to the 
whole region (of former 
Yugoslavia),” he said, allud- 
ing to concern that Bosnia’s 
Serb-Muslim ceasefire would 
be jeopardised. 

"We will do it by purring 
maximum pressure on parties 
to start negotiating as soon as 
possible, to speed up the im- 
plementation of the econo- 
mic agreement, to teach peo- 
ple on borh sides to live 
together again. 

“If, unfortunately, war 
breaks out again, it will be a 
big defeat for Europe.” Mr, 
Gaillarde said. 

Croatia and the Krajina 
Serbs have started im- 
plementing a trade and com- 
munications accord meant to 
solidify a March 1994 cease- 
fire, a crosscountry highway 


and an oil pipeline slicing 
through rebel terrain have 
been reopened. 

But the Krajina Serbs have 
resisted embarking on a third 
stage of normalisation — 
talks on political reintegra- 
tion within Croatia. They re- 
fused lasr week to look at an 
international peace plan 
granting them limited 
autonomy. 

Mr. Tudjman says the Kra- 
jina Serbs have clung to their 
goal of total independence 
only because rhey have, been 
shielded from artack by U.N. 
peacekeepers inserted be- 
tween the combatants. 

Croatian authorities deny 
any intention oF launching a 
new war, convinced — de- 
spite Western doubts — the 
Krajina Serbs will negotiate 
on limited self-rule once UN- 
PROFOR departs. 

Foreign Minister Mate 
Granic plans to visit Yugosla- 
via this month — Feb. 20, 
diplomats say — to press for 
a public Serbian commitment 
to diplomatic recognition of 
Croatia. 

This would erase the Kra- 
jina Serbs’ claim to statehood 
and smooth the way to a 
settlement based on internal 
autonomy offered by Zagreb 
to Croatia's largest ethnic 
minority. 

"The EU has no reason to 
doubt the wish for peace ex- 
pressed by Croatian leaders,” 
_Mr. Gaillarde said. 

But Western diplomats say 
Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic still shows no in- 
clination to recognise 
Croatia's ultimate authority 
over breakaway Serb-popu- 
lated regions. 
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Hand for rusty league 


THE FORTHCOMING visit of the Arab 
League Secretary General Ismat Abdul 
Meguid to Jordan would certainly provide an 
ample opportunity to raise with him several 
key Issues on how to render his organisation 
more effective and efficient. As is, the 
Cairo-based league is anything but fruitful or 
cost-effective. Created in the mid-forties to 
deal with a set of existing Arab problems, it 
remained nearly static in Its procedure and 
basic rules. In the process, the vision of the 
Eesgue also remained anachronistic against 
tbe backdrop of contemporary Arab conflicts 
and disputes. As for its goal to realise full 
.Arab coordination and the str eamlining of 
Arab aspirations, the league piyived time and 
again impotent and unresponsive to the new 
challenges. There is hardly an Arab capital 
-£2.1 does not share the view that the league is 
•iong overdue for a major overhaul in terms 
| of its Charter or its methodology of work. 
Uppermost on the min d of Jordan is also the 
creation of an Arab Court of Justice to settle 
ibter-Arab disputes, a proposal to which 
case h talk has been devoted without any real 
prospect for real action In that direction. We 
cannot agree more on the urgent need to 
institutionalise the Arab ways of resolving 
their quarrels, which happen to be so many, 
and there is no better way than the establish- 
ment of an inter-Arab tribunal for this 
purpose. In the same vein, we think the Arab 
World also needs an Arab human rights 
commissioner-court along the lines of- the 
in ter- American Human Rights Commission 
or the European Human Rights Court Of 
course, all such basically good proposals 
cannot be expected to see the light of day 
given the lack of political will on the part of 
the mqjor Arab countries to put their ulti- 
mate trust in a regional Arab institution. 
From the look . things, the Arab countries 
?.r& no where near yielding some of their 
sovereignty rights to an Arab regional orga- 
nisation just as the Europeans and Latin 
American countries have done already. This 
problem should not, however, prevent us 
from pursuing our objectives even though we 
know that they cannot be attained in the near 
future. 

In all cases, springing the league back to 
life requires first and foremost the amend- 
ment of its Charter, as Jordan has insisted 
for a long time, so that decisions can be taken 
by a majority vote instead of the archaic 
unanimity or consensus rule currently being 
applied for the adoption of the league’s 
resolutions. As long as Arab policy decisions 
cannot be taken in a democratic way, there 
ran be no hope to introduce the necessary 
changes that all the Arabs agree should be 
made. We think that the government should 
prepare a thoroughly articulated file on this 
subject, containing all necessary ideas and 
proposals, so that the visit of Mr. Meguid to 
the country next month could turn out to be 
positive instead of just ceremonial. 


AM31C PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RAT daily Monday welcomed the news about reported 
Saudi forces withdrawal from the Yemeni borders. The 
withdrawal was vital for restoring peace between the two 
neighbours and necessary for averting a conflict that would 
Only deal a serious blow to Arab solidarity, said the paper. 


Indeed, the Arab states are in need to address die damage 
that was caused to the Arab Nation as a result of the Gulf 


crisis, which harmed the interests of Arab people, said the 
daily. By avoiding a new tragedy and opting for reason and 
brotherly dialogue, the leaderships in Sanaa And Riyadh 
have displayed wisdom that will benefit the Arab World at 
large, said the daily. Lauding the current efforts to secure a 
permanent solution to the border dispute, the paper said 
that there can be no winners in conflicts between two Arab 
states and only through peaceful dialogue can all Arab 
problems be resolved ar«a tragedies averted. 


.AL DUSTOUR daily said the Jordanian-Egyptian- 
Palestinian meeting in Cairo to discuss coordination of 
-Tvcics with regard to the Palestine refugees question was 
iicriScant not only because the issue at hand is vital for the 
aspired peace, but also because it was the first coordination 
meeting since the Oslo agreement of 1993. Regretting that 
;c much precious time has been lost before the three 
countries came together to discuss the refugee problem, 
the paper said that the meeting was necessary before the 
foreign ministers of the three countries meet with the 
Israeli foreign minister later this month. Since Israel holds 
different views regarding the refugees problem from those 
jf the Arab countries, the Arab side can better negotiate 
with the Israelis through a joint stand and concerted effort, 
continued the paper. The meeting manifested the Arab 
tides' concern over the fate of the refugees. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. 


Onion rings, paper crowns and the meaning of fenc^ 


m. 


I FOUND it intriguing yesterday to read in the local 
newspapers several separate news items that seemed to 
deal with very different issues, but that, in fact, reflected a 
common dynamic. The items were about an Israeli 
parliamentary team visiting Amman for talks with Jorda- 
nian officials, U.S. Commerce Secretary Ron Brown 
visiting the region to promote greater U.S. -Mideast busi- 
ness contacts, our minister of social development stressing 
the need to focus more on tackling poverty in Jordan, our 
information minister stating that all aspects of our state- 
owned local media are being reviewed, and the aftermath 
of the financial collapse in Mexico that generated a $50 
billion international rescue package. 

The common denominator among these different stories, 
in my -new, is the raising of the following fundamental 


double risk of aggravating the cultural alienation that is 
already a big problem in most Arab countries, while 
promoting economic growth that is of questionable durabil- 
ity and equity. 

We seek foreign investments and business interaction 
with Israelis as important elements is onr economic 
well-being and salvation. Ii seems to me that we over- 
emphasise the importance Of foreign investments (perhaps 
because we value the political vote of confidence that 
comes along with foreign money?). The rush to offer 
ourselves to foreign parties as an attractive investment and 
business partner should be preceded by a far more diligent 
effort to correct those distortions that plague us at home. 
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ment media, than to make 


questions: Will the post-peace Middle East open itself to 


'extern commercial forces to such an extent that our 
region will primarily become an appendage to the U.S.- 
dominated global marketplace of popular culture and 
consumer commodities? Ot, rather, will we have the 
fortitude to work for the combination of political democra- 
tisation. intellectual honesty and greater socio-economic 
equity that present themselves as a viable antidote to the 
commercial-cultural bazaar that increasingly beckons ns 
from the West? 

This struck me as a rather urgent question a few weeks 
ago when I was in the Gulf region visiting a small Arab 
country that prided itself on maintainin g the cultural 
identity of its people, especially their native dress. Only 
medical doctors, nurses, commercial aircraft pilots and 
armed forces personnel, as far as I could see on many 
previous visits to this country, wore Western-style uniforms 
during working hours. In January 1995. however, the lines 
of cultural identity had been' breached suddenly and 
dramatically: Scores of native young Arabs working is 
Burger King restaurants had discarded their traditional 
clothes and were wearing blazing red Burger King uni- 
forms, complete with little paper crowns. 

Mach as I enjoy Burger King food (double whoppers 
with cheese and a s mall portion of onion rings are my 
favourite, and, after baseball, they form the point of 
optimum convergence between my Arab nationalist politic- 
al sentiments and my firm commitment to constr u ctive, 
mutually satisfying cultural interaction with the West), Z 
was still shocked by the symbolism of what I bad seen: an 
ancient, strong Arab culture had discarded perhaps its most 
powerful day-to-day symbol of its identity — its clothes — 
for the sake of conforming to the profit dictates of 
American-style fast food outlets. What was next to come? 
Would tittle girls dress up as extra large portions of French 
flies and prance across our television screens? Who 
amongst us would be die next to drop onr own, old ways, to 
don the outfits created and loved by the impersonal money 
markets of the West, and eternally to dance for dollars? 

This is only one example, perhaps a weak one, of the 
single most important danger that I see confronting most 
Arab societies, including ours in Jordan: the danger that in 
our haste to prod economic expansion and avert the spectre 
of large-scale poverty and its attendant political tensions, 
we are gravitating with perhaps undue haste towards the 
poles of Western-, specially American-dominated cultural 
commercialism and market economics. This runs the 


“The impact of further 
economic liberalisation and 
open foreign investments on 
the Jordanian poor, without 
an effective domestic policy 
that targets poverty 
alleviation as a top priority, 
is likely to be negative and 
immense, given the 
experience of many others 
around the world.” 


ESSrZv** y^S^ danis ofted “*4: 

excellence and intellectual credibility. .. :■ ■ - * 

MvfSr is that continued Westernisation of onr common 
dal marketplace, without ^ockmg the forcesof maOyjtyi 
hard work that are within us, will merefypape^l 

foe treuds that have brought us to the penm roday where*^ 
have to run after foreign assistance and investment m orfe ? 
to exnect a better future. The Mexico experiepce looms; 
lar^m this respect; it should make ns cautious about 
J Lma foreign investments as themaiflcnit tooar 
SuoSc wcak^ses. The cost that Mexicans have pad. 
for their foreign investments, m terms of poverty and 
helplessness, arTenonnons. They will now beownpo^&d: 
by die effective desovereigmsation of Mexican off, winctr 
will be in the hands of Mexico’s mteniancraal creditors a«£ 
collateral for the $50 billion rescue package Poverty™*- 
the currency collapses, and sovereignty dissipates everto; 
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sligh tly in Mexico today. 
The it 


impact of further economic liberalisation andopen 
foreign investments on the Jordanian poor, without an 
effective domestic policy that targets poverty alleviation as 
a top priority, is likely to be negative and immense, pycu 
the experience of many others around the w orld. M exicog^ 
the latest, most important lesson for us, given that tfc, 
international lending agencies daring the past decade have 
trumpeted Mexico as an example of successful economic^ 
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This brings up the issue of the quality of our state-owned 
information media winch the new information minister — a 
learned man of letters — has rightly said needs reassess- 
ment. The great unknown, however, is in which direction 
our media will move, given that the state-owned Jordanian 
television sendee is already in the process of disseminating 
CNN, BBC, and assorted foreign music and entertainment 
channels. I find it odd that onr national television service 
should be facilitating access to alternatives to its own 
output, instead of improving Jordan Television to the point 
where it can credibly compete for its own domestic 
audience. 

Why does this strangeness happen in an otherwise 
intelligent, impressive country like Jordan? The answer, I 
believe, lies in the imbalanced interaction between the 
forces of our identity and the attractions of the Western 
consumer bazaar. No doubt, it's a lot more fun for young 
Jordanians to watch a rock and roll band or an NBA slam 
dunk contest than to sit through an interview with an 
agriculture ministry extension agent in a distant Jordanian 
province recounting his office’s services to farmers. It may 


adjustment. If I am not mistaken, some of onr own officials; 
were mentioning the Mexican precedent a few years ago as .! 
pe rhaps applicable to Jordan, in terms of debt reschedule 
ing. It is rather troubling, but not coincidental, to note* 
today that the two places in the world where people speak^ 
serio usly of erecting fences to separate communities are 
along the Mexkam-U.S. border and along the Palestine^ 
Israel border — at the moment when we in Jordan view the: 
U.S. and Israel as important business investment partners 
in the imme diate future. We need to ponder the meaning Of; 
such fences , and why it is that we seek to be wprmed bythc-j 
economic fires of the fence-builders of our planet. 

This suggests to me that we should value caution and 

g nidence, and foresake baste. Economic liberalisation^-: 
>reign investment and cooperationwith Israel are all goafc 
that I support and that I have spoken for over many yeax£f 
These goals remain valid, but they are not sacred; in order' 
to be constructive for Jordanians in an equitable and 
sustainable mann er, they should be approached in: ft; 
manner that draws fax more on the ideas, sentiments and 
concerns of ordinary Jordanians. 


The interplay between healthy economic growth and 
greater political participation is widely confirmed through 
studies and experiences in all parts of the world. We would- 
appear odd if we thought that we in Jordan were somehow 1 
exempt from the laws of nature and the cumulative- 
experience of humankind — perhaps not quite as odd as anjji 
Arab child wearing a Burger King cro wn and dancing fbf 
dollars, but pretty dose. Hey, Charlie, Fll have one. 
Double Whopper with cheese and a small order of onkwj 
rings, an extra portion of sovereignty on the side, 
please hold the servitude. 
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Rabin government unwilling 
to pay the price for peace 


Only the U.S 
can stop 
settlement 
activity 


nyamin Ben EHesar, criti- 
cised for permitting build- 
ing to go on without restric- 
tion. 


By Michael Jansen 


THE RECENT decision by 
the Israeli cabinet commit- 
tee on settlements to permit 
the immediate completion 
of 800 housing units for 
settlers at the Maaie Adu- 
mim colony east of Jeru- 
salem and of another 1 .000 
units over the next two 
years demonstrated in no 
uncertain terms that the 
Rabin government was not 
prepared to pay the price in 
land for peace with the 
Palestinians. And it showed 
that this committee, which 
includes two notable 
“doves.” Shulamit Aloni. 
and Amnon Rubinstein 
(who apparently took a seat 
slated for Shimon Peres), is 
no more in a position to 
impose control than the 
Minister of Housing. Be- 


Indeed. the very fan that 
Mrs. Aloni and Professor 
Rubinstein serve on this 
committee and have agreed 
to this decision demons- 
trates that they and the 
entire “peace lobby” in 
Israel has been swamped by 
the instant public opinion 
gains the right-wing made 
from the bomb explosion at 
Natanya. Both Meretz 
ministers have been highly 
critical of settlement expan- 
sion and made the point 
that, in principle, their par- 
ty opposed settlement activ- 
ity. Clearly, principles have 
gone out of the window. 
Indeed, their presence on 
the committee gives it a 
credibility and legitimacy 
that it would not have if 
they were not represented. 


its right-wing allies more 
than a decade ago — a 
slogan unpopular with a 
majority of Israelis who 
were antagonistic to the set- 
tlers because they were sub- 
sidised at the expense of the 
Israeli taxpayer — it has 
been taken up by. the 
Labour and Meretz parties 
because they now find 
themselves in the pre-cam- 
paign period for the 1996 
election. 


belt of fenced territory and 
round Jerusalem, sealing it 
off from the Palestinian 
population of the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza and 
preventing Arab East Jeru- 
salem from ever becoming 
the capital of a Palestinian 
state. 


Recently “freedom of 
settlement!” like the Israeli 
army, has become sacro- 
sant: perhaps even a major- 
ity of Israelis now support 
the rightist contention that 
“Jews must be free to settle 
anywhere in the land of 
Israel,” the portion of 
Palestine captured in 1967 
as well as the Israel “prop- 
er" of l9-«. 

Although this was a slo- 
gan raised by the Likud and 


The committee's decision 
would seem to contradict 
the statement made recent- 
ly by Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin that Maaie 
Adumim. Berar. the Etzion 
Bloc and Giv'at Ze'ev 
should not be considered a 
part of the “Greater Jeru- 
salem" area. By giving into 
settlers’ demands for con- 
tinued construction in 
Maaie Adumim. the com- 
mittee has signified that 
these blocs have been 
placed in the same category 
as the areas in and around 
East Jerusalem, annexed by 
Israel as pan of its "eter- 
nal. undivided and un- 
shared capital in 1967. 

Furthermore, the govern- 
ment is expected to include 

Within S !J hese ““kntenu 
within the proposed secur- 
ity fe° c e. or fence*, de- 

*8”*“ , t0 .‘ ,se P ara fe‘’ Jews 
and Palestinians. Their in- 
clusion would create a thick 


Although the Palestine 
National Authority has pro- 
tested these Israeli activi- 
ties. there is little the 
Palestinians can do to stop 
the Israelis from going 
ahead. Only the U.S., as 
Israel's paymaster at the 
rate of S6J7 billion a year, wookl 
be in a position to compel 
Mr. Rabin to exercise some 
restraint. However, accord- 
ing to an informed inter- 
pretation of the pledge Mr. 
Rabin made in lw2 to 
Washington (the Bush 
administration), Israel is 
permitted to expand with- 
out restraint its holdings 
within the Israeli-defined 
and administered “bor- 
ders” of "Greater Jeru- 
salem’' and in the Jordan 
Valley. Furthermore, there 
are no obstacles to an 
annual “natural growth” of 
1-2.000 units in the rest of 
the West Bank, nor the 
Israeli expropriations for 
“security purposes.” parti- 
cularly of “state lands" 
which account for about 60 
per cent of the West Bank 
and 40 per cent of Gaza. 


Franco- Algerian 


ties in crisis 



By Paul Taylor 
Reuter 


PARIS — Relations be- 
tween Algeria and France, 
its former colonial power, 
have been plunged into cri- 
sis over President Francois 
Mitterrand’s suggestion of a 
European-sponsored peace 
conference for the North 
African state. 

Algeria’s military rulers, 
waging a brutal war against 
Muslim fundamentalist in- 
surgents, recalled their 
ambassador from Paris on 
Saturday and summoned 
the French envoy, while the 
official Algerian media lam- 
basted Mr. Mitterrand for 
“interference”. 

State radio accused Mr. 
Mitterrand, who was in- 
terior minister in 1950s 
French governments that 
tried to eradicate Algerian 
nationalism, of “visceral 
hatred of independent 
Algeria." 

President Liamine 
Zeroual’s policy “will be 
the rock on which Mitter- 
rand’s attempt will be 
smashed,” the radio said. 

The invective compound- 
ed a crisis of confidence 
between Paris and Algiers 
opened by the Christmas 
eve hijacking of an Air 
France plane by Islamic 
gunmen at Algiers airport 
that left bitter feelings on 
both sides. 

The French, convinced 
Algerian leaders were lying 
to them, threatened o cut 
off financial aid to force 
them to let the plane fly to 
Marseille, where French 
commandos stormed it and 
freed the hostages. 

France then suspended 
air and sea passenger ser- 
vices to Algiers until secur- 
ity was improved. 

Officials said Mr. Mitter- 
rand. who retires in May, 

overstepped government 
policy when he voiced “a 
hope, not yet a policy” that 
the European Union (EU) 
could hold a conference 
based partly on a platform 
for a ceasefire and demo- 
cratic elections adopted by 
Algeria's secular and Isla- 
mic opposition parties last 
month. 

The French foreign 
ministry took the unusual 
«ep of saying it had no 
comment whatsoever on 
Mr. Mitterrand’s sugges- 
tion. and an official called it 
not a plan, a speech." 
Foreign Minister Alain 
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Juppe and Defence MraisJI 
ter Francois Leotard had? 
previously expressed sup| 
port for foe dialogue amonga 
foe former ruling NatfonaiLg 
Liberation Front (FU^JJ| 
foe Socialist Forces Front? 
(FFS) and the Islamic* 
Salvation Front JFISK^..^ 
which was on foe verge pFjgg 
victory when the army irer* 33 
tervened to scrap a 1992jj 
general election. 

'.I 

There are several, 
theories why Mr. Mitter- 
rand, who discussed the 
conference idea on Thurso 
day with German ChanceK 
lor Helmut Kohl, aired it; 
publicly in the presence of '; 
European Commission^ ... 
President Jacques San terrier—! 
and French Prime Minister** 
Edouard Balladur on 
Friday. 

Firstly, foe French are 
determined to use their six^ 
month EU presidency to; 
raise Europe's diplomatic 
profile. 

It was the second French^ 
initiative in a week after 
Mr. Juppe proposed a new 
international conference on 
former Yugoslavia. And 
the activist foreign minister 
is off to the Middle East this 
week to seek a peace-mak- 
ing role there for Europe.. 

Secondly. Mr. Mitter- 
rand may calculate that the" 
mere threat of European 
involvement, possible link- 
ing a dialogue in some way 
to the continuation of finan- 
cial aid, may be sufficient to : 
press Algeria’s rulers into 
opening their own peace 

negotiations. 

Thirdly, the Socialist Mit- 
terrand may have been; 
tempted to exploit differ- 
ences over Algeria in the 
conservative government 
with which he shares 
power. 

Mr. Balladur, front-run- 
ner to succeed Mr. Mitter- 
rand, has struggled to «k: 
concile hardline Interior 
Minister Charles Pasqua’s 
support for the Algerian 
generals and rejection at. 
any compromise with foe;- 
FIS with Mr. Juppe’iT- 
advocacy of a hands-off 
policy encouraging the: 
Algerians to settle their, 
civil strife through dia-; 
iogue. 
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1716 prime minister now' 
faces the awkward choice ofT; 
whether to back Mr. Mifc*\ 
terrand’s idea or try -to-^ 
ignore it. - - r 
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Censorship 
no longer 
easy to spot 

By Ed McCullough 
The Associated Press 

CARACAS. Venezuela — 
Censorship in Latin Amer- 
ica used to be easy to spot. 

Military regimes of the 
I9tt0s. 70s and early 80s 
simply took over or shut 
down newspapers and 

broadcast stations they con- 
sidered offensive. Some 
used censors to monitor 
coverage. 

In the worst cases, repor- 
ters were slain. Their killers 
were rarely brought to jus- 
tice. 

With the emergence of 
democratic governments 
almost everywhere in the 
region, media freedom has 
leaped forward. Latin 
newspapers are more vigor- 
ously investigating govern- 
ment officials for corrup- 
tion and other wrongdoing. 

The best-known cases led 
to the impeachments of 
presidents'Femando Collor 
de Melo in Brazil and Car- 
los Andres Perez in Vene-! 
zuela. 

Government interfer- 
ence. however, has not dis- , 
appeared. Censorship — at 
least the threat of it — is 
just more subtle. 

In Venezuela, congress 
passed a law in December 
that requires reporters to 
join the national reporters 
guild or face jail. Under the 
press law. reporters must 
also have a university de- 
gree. 

Lawmakers in Colombia 
recently approved legisla- 
tion ordering T.V. stations 
to give prominent time to 
opposing points of view or 
face heavy fines. 

Congressmen pushed for 
the law because they said 
T.V. stations were making 
unsubstantiated allegations. 
Lawmakers were being ac- 
cused of corruption and 
bribe-taking, but no proof 
was presented. 

President Carlos Menem 
of Argentina has endorsed 
slander legislation pending 
in the senate that carries 
steep penalties. He said the 
law is needed to protect the 
good name of people un- 
justly accused of crimes. 

Publishers claim the real 
aim is to suffocate inves- 
tigative reporting that in 
recent years has included 
! accusations of corruption 
against members of the gov- 
ernment, Mr. Menem's 
family and his Peronist Par- 
ty 

Despite the opposition of 
news groups, many repor- 
ters endorse or see no harm 
in laws requiring them to 
have university degrees and 
belong to a guild. They say 
it is useful ro improve the 
status of journalists, who 
tend to be poorly paid and 
trained. 

Some newspapers in 
Caracas pay reporters the 
equivalent of a few hundred 
dollars a month. "That's 
why so many are so young, 
and why those with any 
experience leave” for jobs 
in other fields, said Gregor- 
io Salazar, president of the 
National Union of Press 
Workers. 

Editors, writers and 
academics disagree. 

“In the United States or 
France, you don't have to 
be a journalism graduate or 
belong to a guild to work.” 
historian Arturo Uslar Piet- 
r. said. “In Venezuela, it's a 
restriction and a big one.... 
They created a ‘closed 
shop 1 .” 

Brazil, Ecuador and Col- 
ombia have similar laws. 

Censorship can take sub- 
tle forms. 

In Mexico last Novem- 
ber, the pro-government 
union that has a legal 
.monopoly on sidewalk sales 
of newspapers boycotted 
Reforma, hampering its dis- 
tribution. 

The ostensible issue was 
whether the paper could go 
to press, on a legal holiday. 
Journalists suggested the 
real issue was Reformat 
independent editorial 
voice. 

President Alberto Fu- 
jimori of Peru boasts that 
the press is free in his coun- 
try. But critics say public 
advertising is parceled out 
mostly to pro-government 
media. 

More ominously, the 
New York-based dommit- 
,ee to Protect Journalists 
says 13 Peruvian reporters 
*re in jail for allegedly 
violating an anti-terrorist 
law. Reporters were slain 
last year m Mexico, Brazil 
and Colombia. 

Still, many people fee! 
there has been marked 
progress towards freedom 
of the press. 
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Prisoners and press-gyanged villagers working in slave conditions in Mandaias 


In bondage on the road to Mandalay 


UNDER THE midday sun a 
small group of Burmese 
labour by the roadside, clean- 
ing gutters and rebuilding 
embankments. To tourists on 
their way to the Sagaing 
pagoda m minibuses with 
tinted windows, they do not 
merit a second glance. But 
these men are working at 
gunpoint. A soldier stands 
guard over them. 

This is the reality of life in 
Burma for hundreds and 
thousands of people — 
forced into unpaid work, to 
polish and prettify the coun- 
try for a tourist boom in 1996. 
designated the Year Myan- 
mar, as Burma styles itself. 
Starved of international fund- 
ing since the economic 
embargo by the World Bank 
and others, in response to the 
1968 military takeover by the 
State Law and Order Res- 


toration Council, the govern- 
ment seeks to lure foreign- 
currency spenders, in the 
form of tourists. 

But the infrastructure is 
run-down; the roads unsuit- 
able for tourist coaches, the 
railways slow and unreliable 
— you can wait at Rangoon 
for two days before the train 
leaves for Mandalay — and 
the archaeological sites and 
beauty spots, not up to 
accommodating mass tour- 
ism. 

So the generals have 
turned the country into one 
huge slave Labour camp. The 
rich can buy their way or pay 
for someone else to do the 
work. For the rest, there is no 
escape. 

One of the largest projects 
is the fort at Mandalay — the 
fabled city of Kings. The red 
fort and its pagodas, the 


Vivien Morgan reports on the 
Burmese governments use of slave 
labour to prepare for a tourist bonanza 


gilded royal barge moored in 
the moat, Mandalay Hill, 
with its sacred temples and 
steep path of 1,200 steps 
leading to Nirvana — all 
evoke the past grandeur of 
what is now called the Gol- 
den Land. 

Today, the fort and moat 
swarm with hundreds of pris- 
oners and villagers, repairing 
walls and dredging mad. 
They are watched by armed 
soldiers, unpaid and fed only 
by a midday meal of rice. 

In scenes reminiscent .of a 


biblical Hollywood epic, they 
labour from' dawn to dusk. 
The prisoners no longer wear 
leg-irons (though they still do 
in parts of the country off the 
tourist map). They are mar- 
ched to a nearby barracks at 
night. Villagers squat in 
makeshift camps by the fort. 

Every month a village must 
deliver a certain number of 
men and women to work for 
two weeks. As one man said: 
“When the order comes, we 
have to go. It we don't, the 
police come-ibe next day and 


you're fined. If you can't pay 
the fine you can' go to jail for 
about two months.” 

More than half a million 
people are being press- 
ganged into work on the Ye- 
Tavoy railway — dubbed the 
“Second Death Railway" be- 
cause conditions resemble 
those on the line across the 
River Kwai built by World 
War 13 prisoners. 

This project's toll in human 
suffering is appalling. Hun- 
dreds of villages are torched 
to dear the area, those living 
there sent packing. Witness 


accounts from those, like one 
woman who escaped to the 
Thai border camps, provide 
the details. “There were 
thousands of us working on 
the railway. They even take 
pregnant women. I saw 
women raped and beaten. 
One gave birth to her baby, 
but both she and the baby 
died and we had to take away 
the bodies — I couldn't stand 
it anymore, so I fled.” 

At Pagan, 300-km from 
Mandalay, the picture is the 
same. 

The heart of Pagan, the old 
village, was recently de- 
molished. Deemed an eye- 
sore to tourists, and too dose 
to the main temples, the in- 
habitants were moved to 
wasteland 3 kilometres away. 

These same villagers are 
forced to work at archaeolo- 
gical site restorations for no 


wages. 

Pagan, renowned for its 
Buddhist pagodas, was desig- 
nated by UNESCO as an 
area of historic importance. 
While international agencies 
pour in money for restora- 
tion, workers' wages are 
being withheld — and aid 
diverted to government cof- 
fers. 

About 300,000 refugees 
have reached the Thai bor- 
der. Living in camps on the 
Moei river, their numbers 
grow daily. 

When tourists arrive in in- 
creasing numbers in the so- 
called Golden Land of Myan- 
mar, the authorities hope 
they won’t see — beyond the 
pagodas and serene smiling 
Buddhas — the real face of 
Burma. 

The Independent 


S. Africa police in crisis 
over racism and protests 


By David Tucker 

Reuter 

JOHANNESBURG — 
South Africa's hard-pressed 
police service is in crisis, 
with white officers accused 
of racism being bounded 
from their posts and blacks 
marching for rapid change 
in their angiy ranks. 

The African National 
Congress (ANC)-led gov- 
ernment has declared the 
eradication of soaring vio- 
lent crime one of its top 
goals but low police morale - 
and the crisis is clearly mak- 
ing this increasingly diffi- 
cult. 

In the past week police- 
man has battled policeman 
in Soweto, armed black 
police have held hostage a 
senior white officer and 
others have expelled a fear- 
ful white major from his 
station. 

The nationally televised 
image of armed, uniformed 
policemen doing the 
shambling toyi-toyi march, 
a left-over from the anti- 
apartheid campaign, has 


dismayed South Africans 
more used ro their police 
putting down protest than 
taking part in it. 

Douglas Gibson, safety 
and security spokesman for 
the Liberal Democratic 
Party echoed the thoughts- 
of many recently. 

How were people sup- 
posed to feel safe when 
law-enforcers were them- 
selves breaking the law, he 
asked, urging new Police 
Commissioner George 
Fivaz to play urgent atten- 
tion to lawlessness and in- 
discipline in the police. 

“Swift action is needed... 
no one is above the law, 
certainly not the police," he 
said in a statement. 

Mr. Fivaz, who says rac- 
ism cannot be tolerated but 
neither can indiscipline, 
said police should not toyi- 
toyi either. 

“It is not acceptable for 
police officers to strike as 
we have seen in the past 
week, to toyi-toyi in public 
with their weapons,” Mr. 
Fivaz told reporters. 

. “The discipline and 


morale problem is serious. 
The majority of SAPS 
(South African Police Ser- 
vice) members are disci- 
plined but we want to see 
the question of morale 
looked at,” he said. 

The commissioner has 
promised swift change. 

Appointed by President 
Nelson Mandela to trans- 
form the police from the 
force of old into a service 
accountable to all and to 
shake it free from its apar- 
theid and militaristic past, 
Mr. Fivaz at 49 is the coun- 
try’s youngest commission- 
er. 

He does not want to be 
referred to by his general's 
rank and in a major break 
with the past, does not wear 
uniform. 

A white police major told 
Reuters he understood the 
frustrations and grievances 
of those in the lower ranks 
but said what was happen- 
ing was reverse racism. 

“Black policemen want 
white policemen out of cer- 
tain areas... to me that is 
racism. There is a big move 


to change attitudes, but 
they are causing a lot of 
inter-racial pressure," said 
the officer, who asked not 
to be identified. 

He said whatever public 
goodwill the police still had 
was rapidly eroding. 

“There are grievance 
procedures, but these guvs 
refuse to use them... I could 
do with a pay rise, to be 
paid for overtime, but you 
don’t see me running down 
the street shouting political 
slogans with my belly hang- 
ing out of my shirt,” he 
said. 

The hardline police and 
prisons civil rights union 
( PO PCRLTJ. whose mem- 
bers have been involved in 
all the current disputes, has 
threatened more trouble if 
Mr. Mandela's ruling Afri- 
can National Congress fails 
to deliver on its pre-election 
promises. 

The ANC's Communist 
Party allies accuse the 
police establishment of 
high-handed intransigence 
in dealing with the troubles 
and in their attitude to- 
wards grievances of ordin- 
ary police officers. 

Referring to last week’s 
Soweto mutiny in which riot 
police shot dead a striking 
policeman, the South Afri- 
can Communist Party 
(SACP) said the police au- 
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A POLICE FORCE IN TROUBLE: A South African policeman argues with 
a member of the Zulu tribe (AFP photo) 


Israeli guard killed in Gaza 


( Continued from page 1) 


have to stick to all the de- 
tails.” 

Negotiations were sus- 
pended after two militants set 
off a bomb in central Israel 
on Jan. 22, killing 21 Israelis. 
The two suicide bombers 
came from the Gaza Stop. 

In response. Israel sealed 
the West Bank and Gaza, 
barring tens of thousands of 
Palestinian workers from 
their jobs. On Sunday, 
Israel’s cabinet lifted some 
restrictions, but the bulk of 
the labourers still cannot 
reach Israel. 

A dozen militants of the 
hardline Islamic Jihad have 
been arrested in the last two 
days, Palestinian police said, 
taking to more than 20 the 
total held in a crackdown 
since the Netanya blast. 

But another 15 men 
wanted by police went into 

hiding. , 

The latest shooting was the 
first Israeli death on the Strip 
since Nov. 19 when a soldier 
was shot, and raised to 66 the 
number of Israelis killed by 


Palestinians since autonomy 
was launched last May. 

Zvi Haendel, leader of the 
4,000 Jewish settlers in Gaza, 
said the killing “proves that 
Israeli troops should be given 
back their freedom of action 
in the Gaza Strip.” 

Islamic Jihad leader Fathi 
Shakaki declared the Israeli- 
PLO autonomy accord 
“effectively dead.” 

“What is going on inside 
Palestine now is a real war 
that will witness an escala- 
tion,” Mr. Sbakald said in an 
interview with the Washing- 
ton Post from his Damascus 
base. 

The Netanya blast was the 
“right reply to the escalation 
of (Israeli) settlement 
building." 

Negotiations between 
Israel and the PLO on ex- 
tending Palestinian auton- 
omy across the West Bank, 
which have been frozen since 
the Netanya suicide bomb- 
ing, were to resume in Cairo 
on Tuesday. 

“We are sure that Tues- 


day’s talks and the meeting 
Thursday between Arafat 
and Rabin will lead to no- 
thing" on the issue of an 
Israeli redeployment from 
the West Bank, said a PLO 
official, asking not to be 
named. 

“The Rabin government 
gave us Gaza and that's all we 
can get at the moment. Now 
its aim is solely to stall to 
maintain the status quo until 
the next Israeli elections" in 
1996, he charged. 

The Palestinian Authority 
has arrested two Gaza police- 
men wanted by Israel for the 
murder of a Jewish settler, 
their friends said Monday. 

Israel demanded the ex- 
tradition of cousins Rajah 
and Amr Abu Sita last 
September. 

They were members of the 
Hawks, armed wing of the 
Fateh movement, when they 
shot dead Israeli Uri Megid- 
ish at Gan Or settlement on 
March 8, 1993. 

The Abu Sita cousins be- 
came policemen like many of 


their fellow guerrillas as 
autonomy was launched in 
Gaza and Jericho last May. 

The pair, members of the 
Palestinian intelligence ser- 
vice, were arrested at their 
home in Khan Yunes at dawn 
Saturday and taken to Gaza 
City’s central jail where they 
have remained, friends said. 

Gaza police refused to 
comment on the report. 

Israeli police said Monday 
army veterans with all-terrain 
vehicles will start patrolling 
along Israel’s frontier at night 
to keep out Palestinian infil- 
trators from the West Bank. 

“The idea is to use a new 
kind of vehicle, a new 
method,’’ said Shlomo Ahar- 
onishki, commander of the 
centra] police district. 

The 15-member unit of 
volunteers began organising 
before Israel sealed the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip on Jan. 
22 . 

In the wake of the Jan. 22 
bombing, Mr. Rabin called 
for greater separation be- 
tween Israel and the PaJesri- 


thorities had to bear full 
responsibility for the con- 
sequences of putting down 
a labour dispute with gun- 
fire. 

An independent inquiry 
has been opened into the 
incident, but the clash and 
the use of the mostly white 


nians and appointed a com- 
mittee to find more effective 
ways of keeping Palestinians 
without special work permits 
out of Israel. 

The committee, headed by 
Police Minister Moshe Shah- 
al, met for the first time 
Sunday and was to present a 
plan to Mr. Rabin within a 
month. Proposals heard by 
the committee reportedly in- 
cluded increasing police pat- 
rols, electronic surveillance 
and building fences along 
some stretches between 
Israel and the West Bank. 

Police spokesman Eric 
Bar-Chen said the 15 volun- 
teers would use their own 
recreatibnal off-road vehi- 
cles. He said they were army 
veterans and received addi- 
tional weapons training be- 
fore being recruited. Mr. 
Bar-Chen said the squad had 
made some test runs, and 
would organise regular shifts 
within two months. 

The patrol’s commander, 
Zeev ShaJtiel, 45, said he and 
his men hoped to “reach hid- 
ing spots where others 
(police) can't with regular 
vehicles," such as wooded 
areas and sandy fields. 


Internal Stability Division 
against black police sm'kers 
has given POPCRU further 
ammunition in its charges 
of racism. 

Mr. Fivaz. who has sche- 
duled a meeting with POP- 
CRU, said the Soweto 
mutiny last week must nev- 


er again be allowed to hap- 
pen: 

“It is not our task to 
apportion blame for this sad 
state of affairs but, as we 
have stared, the new SAPS 
must make a complete and 
decisive break with the 
past." 


Mastermind pleads guilty 

(Continued from page 1) 


United Nations, the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) headquarters, the Lin- 
coln and Holland tunnels and 
the George Washington 
Bridge. The tunnels and the 
bridge all connect New York 
City" and New Jersey. 

“The defendants were 
planning a day of terror the 
likes of which the world has 
never seen." Mr. Khuzami 
said. 

"They planned to slaughter 
people as they travelled be- 
tween New York and New 
Jersey or sat in office build- 
ings while there were ticking 
time bombs underground." 

The defendants also 
allegedly plotted to assassin- ' 
ate Mr. Mubarak and kidnap 
President Nixon ana Henfy 
Kissinger. They face life in 
prison if convicted. 

Mr. Siddig Ali’s attorney. 
Jerry Tritz. had told jurors in 
opening statements that his 
client was entrapped. "Mr. 
Siddie Ali did engage in con- 
duct which ai] of you will find 
terribly offensive " Mr. 


Tritz said. “But at whose 
bidding were these terrible 
acts performed? 

Until Monday, the govern- 
ment’s case against the ac- 
cused plotters rested heavily 
on the testimony of a former 
Egyptian army officer who 
infiltrated Sheikh Abdul 
Rahman's inner circle and 
secretly taped his conversa- 
tions with the defendants. 

But the informant, Emad 
Salem, surprised prosecutors 
soon after a nests were made 
19 months ago when he re- 
vealed he had secretly re- 
corded his FBI handlers and 
had passed along information 
to the Egyptian government. 

The government paid Mr. 
Salem SI million for his his 
help — a figure that a pro- 
secutor admitted in his open- 
ing statement that jurors 
might find to have been too 
high. 

The indictment also ac- 
cuses the defendants of in- 
volvement in the November 
1990 murder of radical Rabbi 
Meir Kahane in New York. 
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Inter- Arab trade remains low despite incentives Clinton ‘96 budget 
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DHABI (AFP) — 
Trade among Arab countries 
Jj®* remained a fraction of 
total commercial ex- 
™jngcs despite incentives 


offered by a regional fund 
cre ated three years ago to 


support flagging internal 
trade. 


Official figures obtained 
Mowed exports within the 
22-mcmber Arab League 
stood at around $12.88 billion 
in 1993, representing nearly 


nine per cent of total exports, 
which amounted to $1423 


appeared 
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billion. 

Internal imports readied 
$11.1 billion, accounting for 


around 8.7 per cent of the 
total imports of nearly $126.6 
billion dollars in 1993 , 
according to the figures com- 
piled by the Abu Dhabi- 
based Arab Monetary Fund 
(AMF). 7 

Internal exports were even 
down from $143 billion in 
1990. despite the creation of 
the Arab Trade Financing 
Programme (ATFP) in that 
year. 

ATFP, set up by the AMF 
with a capital of 5500 million, 
has provided more than $250 
million in credits for trade 
deals among Arab nations 
since it was established. 


The figures showed de- 
mand was lagging far behind 
the fund's financing capacity 
of $1 billion a year. 

“It seems political rifts are 
still affecting trade among 
Arab countries. This is one of 
the main reasons for the low 
de mand, * 1 a Gulf official said . 

ATFP finances only home- 
produced goods, with the aim 
of encouraging Arab expor- 
ters and reviving the ailing 
economies of some Arab 
League members. Oil is not 
included. 

ATF has also been in- 
volved insetting up a data- 
base linking all Arab markets 


to provide information on 
prices and products for im- 
porters and exportes. 

Officials have acknow- 
ledged that the programme is 
not enough to tackle the 
problem of low inter-Arab 
trade. 

They blame political differ- 
ences.' high customs tariffs, 
the poor infrastructure of 
some members and the prob- 
lems of bureaucracy, com- 
munications and storage. 

AMF officials said boost- 
ing trade among Arab na- 
tions was essential to achieve 
economic integration and 
ultimately a common market. 


Trade has remained low 
even within regional group- 
ings, despite measures to re- 
move customs barriers and 
ease travel for individuals. 

In the six-nation Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCQ, 
internal exports of $7.3 bil- 
lion in 1993 accounted for 
only 7. 1 per cent of their total 
exports of around $102 bil- 
lion. Internal imports stood 
at only $5.1 billion, com- 
pared with a total of around 
$67 billion. 

The problem also affects 
North Africa's Maghreb Un- 
ion, which groups Algeria, 
Tunisia, Libya, Morocco and 


Mauritania. 

Exports among , them were 
estimated at $819 million 


Iraq will be short of revenue 


UAE boosts spending on 


Cli 


even after oil embargo — experts services to face demand 


to 1 


NICOSIA (AFP) — Iraq's oil 
revenue after the lifting of 
U.N. sanctions will not be 
enough to meet the country's 
minimum needs, according to 
a team of specialists on the 


WASHI 
Saying tf 
year fo 
growth it 
Bill Gin 
grass Sal 

prosper^ 

America 


Iraqi economy. 

The Iraqi Consultancy 
Group (ICG) said oil revenue 
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was expected to generate a 
net $11.4 billion annually in 
the first five years, after pro- 
duction costs and based on 
output of 2.5 million barrels a 
day (b/d) and a price of $15 a 
barrel. 

But annual payments 
would amount to at least $12 
billion, leaving a minimum 
deficit of $600 million a year. 

The specialists, headed by 
former Iraqi industry minis- 
ter Adib A1 Jadir, published 


the analysis in the ICB’s 
annual report, quoted Mon- 
day by the Cyprus-based 
Middle East Economic Sur- 
vey newsletter. 

Out of Iraq’s income, it 
estimated $4 billion would go 
to Gulf war compensation. $3 
billion to servicing the $60 
billion foreign debt, $3 billion 
on food and medicine, and $2 
billion on repairs and recon- 
struction. 

"Hence, the projected oil 
revenue dining the first five 
years of production... cannot 
in any way help to deal with 
the deteriorating economic 
conditions as exemplified by 
the runaway inflation, col- 
lapsing currency and huge 
unemployment," the report 
said. 


"The Iraqi government is 
aware of the difficulties 
ahead, hence the negotia- 
tions with a score of foreign 
companies to raise capacity 
.... to around 5.5 million b/d 
by the end of the decade," it 
added. 

The ICB said the sanctions 
had been a failure. 

"The sanctions policy 
alone, without an overall 
campaign to change the reg- 
ime in Baghdad, is harmful to 
the Iraqi people and the State 
of Iraq as a national and 
political entity." it said. "It is 
not acceptable that this policy 
of ma$s punishment of 18 
million people should be 
continued, and that the Iraqis 
should be forgotten until 
further notice." 
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QUEBEC AT YOUR UNGER TIP 


Tr 


Do you have at least three years of experience as a manager of an 
agricultural, industrial or commercial establishment, or as an adminis- 
trator in the public service sector? Are you thinking of living and 
investing In another country? 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), a main OPEC oil 
producer, is expected to 
spend more on services in 
1995 to meet rising demand 
due to a growth in the 
population and the industrial 
sector. 

The 1995 federal budget, 
unveiled last week after a 
one-month delay, projected 
total allocations' for services 
at around 6.68 billion 
dirhams (SI. 82 billion) com- 
pared with 6.48 billion 
dirhams (SI. 76 billion) last 
year, according to budget de- 
tails from the finance and 
industry ministry. 

The expenditure covered 
mainly salaries, maintenance 
and expansion for the educa- 
tion, health, water and elec- 
tricity, social affairs and 
housing sectors. 

The increase has forced the 
federal government to raise 
total 1995 spending by nearly 
two per cent despite a stated 
policy of rationalising ex- 
penditure because of a sharp 
decline in oil prices over the 
past decade. 

The 1995 budget was pro- 
jected ar 17.94 billion 
dirhams ($4.88 billion) com- 


pared with 17.6 billion 
dirhams ($4.79 billion). 

"This year's budget will be 
slightly higher than the 1994 
budget due to increased 
spending on growing services 
and other development 
needs," Minister of State for 
Finance and Industry Ahmad 
Al Tayer said last week. 


A breakdown showed the 
education ministry was the 
main beneficiary, with alloca- 
tions of around 2.92 billion 
dirhams ($795 million) in 
1995. Allocations for health 
stood at 1.31 billion dirhams 
($356 million) and for labour 
and social affairs at 672 mil- 
lion dirhams ($183.1 million). 


. "Federal allocations for 
development projects have 
sharply declined over the pat 
decade becaue the bulk of the 
infrastructure has been com- 
pleted," a UAE bank mana- 
ger told FP. “But outside the 
federal sphere, allocations 
for projects by some emirates 
are still relatively high.” 

Abu Dhabi is the biggest 
and wealthiest emirate in the 


UAE as it produces nearly 80 
per cent of the country's total 


per cent of the country's total 
oil output of around 2.16 
million barrels per day. 


The rest benefited the pub- 
lic works and housing, agri- 
culture, communication, in- 
formation and culture and 
sports and youth. 

In contrast, allocations for 
development projects stood 
at only 965 million dirhams 
($262.9 million), nearly six 
per cent of the total 
spending. 

The figure covers only 54.7 
million dirhams ($14.9 mil- 
lion) for new projects as the 
rest were allocated for com- 
pleting existing projects. 


Officials said the increase 
in development needs was 
caused by a steady groth in 
the population, which rose 
from around 2.08 million in 
1993 to 2.23 million in 1994. 
The planning ministry pro- 
jects it at 2.4 million in 1995. 

The industrial sector has 
also steadily grown due to a 
government drive to diversify 
its oil-reliant economy. 
Groth stood at around 11 pier 
cent in 1994 and 9.2 per cent 
in 1993. 

The agricultural sector 
grew by 9.6 per cent in 1994 
and the construction industry 
by nearly 8.1 per cent, 
according to official figures. 


Lebanon’s growth slows 
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QUEBEC (CANADA) IS THE PLACE ! 


in 1894 — central bank 


A representative of the Immigration Service of the Government of 
Quebec will be pleased to answer all your questions regarding the 
possibility of immigrating to Quebec. 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon's 
economic growth slowed^ln 
1994 despite a hpalthy ba- 


lance of payments surplus 
and a strong growth in fore- 


balance of payments surplus 
of more than $1 billion, it 
said. 


For a personal appointment. Please caU: 00963112236892 


Quebec 


a a 


Jordan Times tel. 667171 


and a strong growth in fore- 
ign currency reserves, the 
central bank said Monday. 

The Bank of Lebanon said 
an indicator it introduced last 
year to measure economic 
activity in the absence of reli- 
able official statistics was 
seven points higher in De- 
cember than a year earlier. 

“Although some problems 
were evident in some sectors 
in 1994, the economy con- 
tinued to expand but at a 
slower pace than in 1993," 
the bank said in its monthly 
report for December. 

On the plus side, net fore- 
ign exchange reserves nearly 
doubled to S2.7 billion in 
1994 and the country reg- 
istered its second successive 


Money supply growth also 
topped to 25 per cent as the 


dropped to 25 per cent as the 
authorities tightened controls 
and fought inflation, the 
bank added. 

Its economic indicator 
showed that activity slowed 
slightly in December for the 
second straight month, reg- 
istering 142.6 compared with 
142.9 in November. 

Lebanon has had no offi- 
cial economic statistics by 
which to measure growth 
since the 1975-90 civil war. 

The bank's coincident in- 
dicator of economic activity, 
which takes January 1993 as 
100. peaked at 152 in Octo- 
ber. It combines a number of 
activities including imports, 
exports, electricity output 
and airport and port activity. 


Bank Audi, a leading com- 
mercial bank, said last week 
the economy grew an esti- 
mated 8.5 per cent in 1994. 

Irdid not give the basis for 
the estimate and said the rate 


was not very impressive after 
a period of stagnation but it 
showed Lebanon was on the 
road to sustained recovery. 

The central bank said net 
foreign reserves rose 88 per 
cent in 1994 to $2,732 billion 
despite a $345 million drop in 
December caused by a run on 
the Lebanese lira when bil- 
lionaire Prime Minister Rafik 
Al Hariri tried to resign. 

Net reserves stood at 
$1,449 billion at the end of 
1993. 

The bank said it intervened 
to hold the exchange rate of 
the lira against "waves of 
pressure" caused by the poli- 
tical crisis. 





skirts painful 


compared with total exports 
of nearly $30 billion. Internal 
imports stood at around $860 
million compared with a total 
of newly $29 billion. 

In contrast, the European 
Union accounted for 28.8 per 
cent of total Arab exports 
and 41.1 per cent of Arab 
imports. 

Japan, the second commer- 
cial partner of Arab states, 
accounted for 16.6 per cent of 
their exports and 93 per cent 
of their imports, according to 
official figures. 


spending cuts 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
President Bill Ginton prop- 
osed a $1.61 trillion budget 
Monday designed to woo the 
politically vital middle dass 
by promising new tax breaks, 
but no tax increases or cuts in 
popular programmes like die 
medicare system of medical 
care for the elderly. 

But the budget plan, which 
projects deficits of around 
$200 billion through the end 
of the decade, has already 
come under harsh criticism 
from Republicans who are 
demanding far greater spend- 
ing cuts to achieve a balanced 
budget by 2002. - 

Labour Secretary Robert 
Reich said Monday it was too 
early to discuss whether the 
Ginton administration would 


accept further public spend- 
ing cuts under Republican 


pressure. 

“First we have to see what 


the Republicans are coming 
up with," he said on ABC 


television, "They talk a lot 
about more tax cues and more 
budget cuts. But they have 
not yet come up with any- 
thing." 

Mr. Clinton’s proposed 
budget fur fiscal year 1996, 
which begins Oct. 1. includes 
$63 billion in middle dass tax 
breaks and $144 billion in 
spending cuts over five years. 

The tax breaks include 
$500 tax credits for children 
aged 13 or under in families 
with incomes of less than 
$75,000, tax deductions for 
some college tuition and a 
new individual retirement 
account programme. 


If the five-year budget plan 
were implemented, the 
White House forecasts that 
the federal deficit would be 
$196.7 billion in fiscal 1996 
and $194.4 billion in 2000. 
The deficit would be $213 
billion in 1997, and then drop 
back slightly below $200 bil- 
lion through the year 2000. 

“Our agenda is working. 
By cutting the budget deficit, 
investing in our people and 
opening world markets, we 
have begun to lay the founda- 
tion for a strong economy for 
years to come, Mr. Clinton 
said in his budget message. 

The budget makes no new 
spending cuts in the federal 
medicare or medicaid 
(medical care for the poor) 
programmes — the fastest 
growing federal programmes 
— and makes only minor cuts 
in farm subsidies. 

White House officials say 
Mr. Ginton wants to change 
medicare and medicaid only 
in the context of an overall 
health reform bill. Mr. Gin- 
ton's plan for universal health 
insurance and new govern- 
ment controls on health 
spending died in Congress 
last year without a vote. 

To pay for the middle dass 
tax breaks and 1 also provide 
$81 billion in deficit reduc- 
tion the Clinton. plan indudes 
$144 billion of spending cuts 
over the next five years. 

The bulk of the spending 
reductions, $101 billion, 
come from consolidating 271 
government programmes, re- 
ducing 86 more and terminal-, 
ing 131 small programmes. 






FORECAST FOR TUESDAY FEBRUARY 7, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) If you consider the ideas and position 
of the other fellow today, you find tht you can quickly come to to a 
fine understanding with those of whom you have had an argument of 
late. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) If you give undivided attention to 
business affairs at hand now, you can expend as is your desire. Take 
interest in family and good friends later in the day for progress there. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Make it a point this morning to do 
something nice for a higher up that will truly please and also 
ingratiate yourself to the general public and to those who can be 
helpful to- you. • - - 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Look to a charming 
personality with the ideas that can help you get ahead faster or to 
some person from out town who is equally well informed. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Financial affairs should be of first 
importance to you today so you will soon have a greater abundance 
in the future time ahead. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) If you show a true attitude of 
cooperation now, you find that associates in any sphere of your 
endeavours .will be more helpful and though tfuL Accept an 
invitation this evening. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Speak dearly and precisely in 
order to get the cooperation of fellow associates this AM, otherwise 
there’s apt to be much confusion and you won’t know what is causing 
the problem. 


SCORPIO: j(Ociober 23 to November 21) Here is a day and night 


when you can .really enjoy yourself, after you have quickly and 
efficiently attend^ to important tasks that need immediate atten- 
tion. 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Wisely sticking to 
methods and principals that have proven successful in die past will 
bringHeven greater rewards today. ' 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Garnering information 
yon need is fine now as well as being more firmly convinced of the 
expediency of your own plans and ideas. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) It is important that you 
study and handle financial affairs more wisely if you are to get the 
foil benefits that are possible today. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) A fine day for sitting down with 
associates and discussing affairs tiioroughly until you reach a perfect 
understanding. Go to lunch or dinner in a charming spot and forget 
the expense. 


Birthstone of February: Amethyst — Onyx 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Al a distance 
S Wintry forecast 
ia Davenport 
M Gante’s home 

15 Exponam 

16 Uka — o! bucks 

17 Presidential race 
step, often 

20 Brick earner 

21 Anjou 

22 Bristol 


24 G — Georae 

25 Retries 
28 Country or 

soda) end 
28 Smidgen 

32 Underwater 

33 Sadies' rack 


34 Woody » 

35 PreaWendal race 
step, always 

38 Annoys 

39 Detest 

40 Ryan or Dunne 

41 Boozer's 
affliction 

42 Dynanvc 
praeeder 

43 Frying pen 

44 Begged 

45 Paper! ke daft 

46 More unsightly 

49 One: Got. 

50 Mineral spring 
53 PrBsfcertiaJ race 

remonew 

56 Repair roads 

57 Modules 

58 in good sftaoe 

59 Standout 

60 Minimal 

61 Frank 
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BBB BMH BBBBBB 
■ .Jill HUB B 

Ibiib bibb aaa 

BBBB iBBflB iIBBfl 
■BBBBBBflBBBBBB 
|BB idBBfl BBBBB 
IB BBBB BBBBB 
■Bill BBBB I 
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Puzrie solved: 


DOWN 

1 Co) Bridge's 
sacred twor 

2 Cord game 

3 Surrounded by 

4 Speed tellers 

5 Carousals 

6 Fahtvm 

7 Basin's 
companion 

8 Conger 


ID Gown malarial 

11 Elevatorman 

12 lamb 

13"— and the King 
o(Siam* 

18 Intffterencft 

19 Student's aid 

23 Sudden ward 
rushes 

24 Extant 

25 Type of transit 

26 Gladstone name 

27 Safing vessels 

28 Poem division 

29 Desiccated 
M ByonesoR 
31 Blunder 

33 Suopty lor the 
future 
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papa booh 


44 Cheapskate 


34 Hean champers 45 Usis 

“ £^S“L 6pmt3 <6 Stamping 

42 SHmi , 9™"** ■«»■? 

42 snenered 47 F-ad am 

43 Most sensible «a Adore 9 '" 


4S Director Kazan 

50 TV staple 

51 North or South 

52 So be It 

54 Feminine suffer 

55 Greek letter 
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A review 
of economic news 
from the Arabic press 

: 


Fate of 
glass plant 
undecided 

** The minister of labour 
denied that a decision had 
been taken to liquidate the 
glass factory in Ma’an. He 
expalined that winding up the 
lant was still under study 
iuse the company em- 
many workers who 
rights which should be 
examined objectively. The 
minister said the final solu- 
tion to this troubled company 
rests with the government 
which is still couadering the 
.recommendation of liquida- 
tion without any indication as 
to when a decision will be 
taken. Should liquidation be 
tiie final outcome, the minis- 
ter pointed out, it is envis- 
aged that the workers win be 
transferred to other govern- 
ment companies within the 
same region (A1 Ra’i). 

Jrtr The Telecommunica- 
tions Corporation will begin 
implementing its privatisa- 
tion producers in early 
March. A study concerning 
this process is currently being 
examined at the Prime Minis- 
try and a team of British 
experts axe preparing the 
work system and methods 
that wiU be followed in the 
future (A! Ra’i). 

The director general of 
the Amman Financial Market 
(AFM) issued new regula- 
tions for brokerages, to be 
effective as of May 1, 1995. 
Under these regulations, 
brokerages should collect the 
value of their deals from cus- 
tomers within (me week from 
tiie day of effecting a con- 
tract. Also, accounts either 
receivables, or payables 
should not exceed 200 per 
cent of the brokerages’ -net 
capital and total obligations 
on a brokerage should not 
exceed 250 per cent of the net 
capital. Other regulations 
emphasised that any with- 
drawals or deposits made by 
partners in a brokerage 
should be dearly pointed out 
and that withdrawals by all 
partners should not exceed 20 
per cent of tiie brokerage’s 
paid-up capital. Ccmceraing 
liquidity, the regulations 
stipulated that brokerages 
maintain liquid or near liquid 
assets that, at least, cover 100 
per cent of short-term liabili- 
ties (AI Ra’i). 

From about 6,271 unem- 
ployed registered last year at 
the Jordanian Employment 
Office, which is part of the 
Ministry of Labour, the office 
managed to find work for 
5,128 persons of whom 167 
were holders of B. A. degrees 
from various universities. 
The number of unemployed 
with a B.A. degree was 211 
while the number of those 
with junior certificates and 
diplomas from community 
colleges stood at 793. The 
bulk of the jobless, 5,298 
persons, were at the Tawjihi 
level and below (Al Ra’i). 

☆* A committee from the 
Ministry of Supply has been 
formed to study the cost of 
producing fresh cow milk and 
.to examine any change in the 
prices of fodder or veterinary 
drugs that might affect the 
production cost of milk. Far- 
mers sell fresh cow milk for 
200 fils a kilogramme at the 
form and for 210 fils to dairy 
plants under a fixed price 
from the Ministry of Supply 
(Al Ra’i). 

irtr A number of fuel distri- 
butors has been referred to 
courts by the Specifications 
and Standardisation Cor- 
poration. The distributors 
were found to be swindlers, 
having manipulated the 
quantity of fuel sold to con- 
sumer through various 
fraudulent means. Those in- 
volved were 14 fuel distribu- 
tors, two fuel stations and 
two gas distributors (Al 
Ra’i). 


■fr* Jordan Steel Co. is ex- 
pected to start commerical 
production in October this 
year. The company will be 
able to produce 120,000 ton- 
nes a year of reinforced 'steel 
of different sizes. Jordan 
steel, which has a JD 15 
million capital, is expected to 
provide 150 job opportunities 
(AI Aswaq). 


Speculators sell metals; copper below $2,800 


LONDON (R) — The world 
price of copper fell below a 
key market support level at 
S3, 800 per tonne Monday af- 
ter speculative funds cashed 
in on a recent boom and sold. 

Some fund money seems to 
be deserting industrial metals 
for revived bond and stock 
markets, traders on die Lon- 
don Metal Exchange (LME) 
said. 

That may. ease worldwide 


inflationary pressures. 

One factor behind inves- 
tors' anxiety about metals is a 
rise in interest rates. Both the 
United States and Britain 
raised rates last week to 
preempt inflation. 

The consequent brake on 
economic activity could re- 
duce demand for industrial 
raw materials. 

Copper was bid as low at 
$2,785 Monday. This was 


China to crack down 
on car smuggling in ’95 


BEIJING (R) — China will 
crack down this year on the - 
smuggling and illegal assem- 
bly of cars after more than 
60,000 contraband vehicles 
flooded in last year, the 
Xinhua news agency has said. 

The number of «rmpf H 
cars fell slightly in 1994 but 
the influx was still serious and 
the problem of illegal assem- 
bly was also severe, it quoted 
Chen Ping, deputy general 
manager of the China Trad- 
ing Centre for Imported 
Cars, as saying. 

In 1994, China’s official 
imports of cars were 237,000, 
whue the total entering was 
well over 300,000 if confis- 
cated smuggled cars were in- 
cluded. MrT Chen gave no 
estimate of bow many smug- 
gled vehicles evaded con- 
fiscation. 

He gave no details of what 
measures would be taken to 
stem the influx of contraband 
can, usually luxury models 
seen as a status symbol 
among the new rich and offi- 
cials of state i»wt* 

In recent years, the prop- 


ortion of luxury cars in Chi- 
na's imports has soared — 
mainly of Mercedes Benz, 
Toyota Crowns, Lexus, 
QidjD^irs and Lincolns. In 
recent years, medium-class 
and luxury cars have 
accounted for 80 per cent of 
imports. 

Many of the Mercedes 
Benz and Lexuses carry milit- 
ary or police licence {dates. 

Beijing mounted a high- 
profile campaign against lux- 
ury cars last year, ordering 
senior officials across the 
country to turn in their im- 
ported models for less os- 
tentatious domestically pro- 
duced vehicles. 

Smuggled and illegally 
assembled cars usually sell 
for well below the normal 
market price. The difference 
for some passenger cars ex- 
ceeded 100,000 yuan 
($12,000) and this was 
“seriously obstructing the 
.auto market", Mr. Chen 
said. 

China charges import 
duties of about 100 per cent 
on imported cars. 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and fifing 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against foe 
dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Eyeing ** and 
bullion markets Monday. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 1.4006/16 
1.5278/88 
1.7122/32 
1.2944/54 
’ 31.44/48 
5.2966/16 
1611.0/2.0 
99.40/50 
7.4725/25 
6.6890/40 
6.0225/75 

One sterling S1J6W14 
One ounce of gold $375.60/376.10 


Canadian dollar 
Deotschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
I talian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
crowns 


around $60 down from late 
levels on Friday and almost 
C00 below a SVf-year high of 
$3,081 hit as recently as mid- 
January., 

Aluminium and nickel 
prices also dropped. 

“All the metals have been 
breaking down.” said Wolf- 
gang Becker of MemD Lynch 
Metals in Hamburg. 

“It looks like the funds are 
continuing to sell commod- 
ities and took to get bade in 
to the bond and equity mar- 
kets,” he added. 

Some traders say thin trad- 
ing may have exaggerated 
Monday’s shake-out and fun- 
damental supply-demand fac- 
tors, as economies around 
the world continue to ex- 
pand, should support the 
metals. 


Copper demand from the 
electrical and vehide indus- 
tries remains brisk. Market 
analysts think that the “bull- 
ran” in metals will probably 
resume after the present 
sharp correction. 

But they 


funds show profits of perhaps 
$1,000 a tonne in markets 
like copper, notched up as 
they rebounded last year 
from recessoD-ied lows of 
the early 1980s. 

Copper and aluminium 
both gained around 75 per 
cent in value during 1994. So 
it may make sense for tiie 
funds to cash in now and 
reinvest in other assets rather 
than gamble on perhaps $200 
per tonne more in commod- 
ities. - - 

Aluminium prices held up 


somewhat better than copper 
on Monday, just above 
$2,040 per tonne after $2,100 
late Fnday. 

Stocks of ahnmmum, in 
demand in the construction 

n , have fallen faster 
ose of copper this 

year. 

Nickel took a hammering 
to below $8,800 per tonne. It 
has been as high as $10,500 
recently on strong demand 
for making stainless steel and 
interest from funds. 

As selling hit base metals, 
gold bullion' traded steadily 
just above $375 per ounce. 
Reviving stock markets have 
lured money out of base met- 
als and London bullion trad- 
ers raid this was keeping 
money' out of gold and put- 
ting a lid cm gold prices. 
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AMMAN (R) — ■ Jordan 



attractive . 

terms to fare them back to 

drill in the Kingdom, a sen** 

energy official has said. “Jor- 
dan is open to any foreign 
company whktii wants ■ to 
ream a contract with ns for 
o il production sharing mid 
can chose any area to drill, 
and it will be granted on a 
first-come first-serve basis, 
Fakhruddm AJ Daghtestam, 
director general or Jordan 
Natural Resources Author- 
ity, told Reuters. . 

Jordan has found small 
commercial quantities : ' of 
natural gas but foreign oil 
E xplo ration firms had left in. 
the past two years after un-. 

lawf ul drilling. 

Mr. Dagfaestam said Jor- 
dan was offering “attractive 
production sharing agree- 
ments in comparison with 
other countries in the re- 
gion,” in an area of about 
50,000 square kflometres that 
is still un drilled. 

He (fid not disdose the tenns. 


A total of 92 wells have 
been drilled on 10,000 square 
kilometres in the past 30 
years without success. 
However, only l6oftbcwdis 

were drffled by the eight fore- 

ten companies to operate, in to 
period, Mr. Daghestasi 
added. 

Jordan's Ministry' of Ener- 
gy and Mineral Resources 
Sn twwk to step up oil explora- 
tion by setting up a state- 
owned national oil explora- 
tion company, he said. 

Ihe c ompany , expectedto 
be approved soon by foe 
cabinet, » to begin operating 
in tiie first half of 1995.. 

Jordan is currently dri lli n g 
for more natural eas in the 
n orth eastern Rosbah. area 
sear the Iraqi border to in- 
crease- current daily produc- 
tion of nearly 30 million cubic 
feet used for electricity' gen- 
eration. . 

Mr. Dagbestani said three 
wells drilled for .oil last year 
in Jordan's. Dead Sea -area 
produced disappointing re- 
sults. 


$20b to boost Asian 
oil refining capacities 


SINGAPORE (AFP)— Asia 
will gain substantial new oil 
refining capacity with about 
$20 billion in “firm” invest- 
ment expected up to 1998, 


ity in tiie region, an 
said. 

“Total firm additions are 
estimated at 2.7 million bar- 
rels per. day and the greatest 
increases will occur in South 
Korea, China, India, Japan 
and Thailand,” said Andrew 
Speirs, U.S. -based Chem 
Systems’s general manager 
for East Asia. 

Mr. Spurs told an interna- 
tional conference on Asia’s 
fuels and lubricants here that 
about 80 per cent of the 
increase will be-in major ex-' 
paiKion of existing refineries, 
with only five new refineries 
to be established. 

He said the low level of 
firm Chinese refining expan- 
sions, relative to projected 
demand growth, “reflects the 
uncertainties that exist in 
China with regard to the reg- 
ulatory and legal structures 
that will define new invest- 
ments.” 

“Despite many projects 
that are being studied, inter- 
national companies are tak- 


ing a skw approMh ^f^f 

SSE&g 

ofAsia’s oil industry attend 
ina the conference. ; 

He said that while refinefs 
m developed nations were 
concentrator on reducing 
costs by improving qualify 
and output from existing faci- 
lities, Asian refiners were 
focusing cm increasing tofoi 
volume of product output m 
response to the region’s rapid 
growth for petroleum pro- 
ducts . ; 

Refinery capacity in East 
Aria now exceeded that of 
both Europe and America, 
Mr. Speira said, adding tbft 
China, Japan, South' 'Korea. 
India and’ Indonesia would 
account for more than 70 ji$r 
cent of the next decade's in- 
crease. in product demand.! 

Singapore, Asia’s tradi- 
tional refuting centre, wap - 
not - increasing its refining 
capacity in line with tiie re- 
gion but was likely to be thp 
“swing” supplier, increasing- 
ly focusing on higher value 
petroleum products and pet- 
rochemicals.” he said. I 
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jlonlh African Davis Cop Dumber one Wayne Patrick Rafter at the Westridge tennis sUwlrom 
Terrsiro reisrats the ball against Australian .hi Durban on Monday (AFP photo) 
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amazing comeback 


A-iiDON 1 AP) — Defend- 
c! pn^crn Sweden, one of 
■:■>:>■ t---o countries in the 
history of the Davis Cup 
World Group to win a match 
after being down 0-2, did it 
again Sunday as Stefan 
Edberg and Jonas Bjorkman 
led a~3-2 victory over De- 
nmark. 

7 *jor!-.itt- , .n. playing in place 
of the ill Magnus Larsson, 
nearly blew a 4-0 lead in the 
fifth set before beating 
Frederick Fetterlein 6-7 (5- 
7). 64, 6-7 (5-7), 6-3, 6-4 to 
ciinch the contest. 

Earlier, world No. 9 
Edberg had tied the score at 
with a 2-6. 6-3, 6-2. 7-6 
(7-3) victory over Kenneth 
Zl risen. 

"if \ had lost both games 
against the Danes, I just 
■.votiidn’! have survived,” said 
Edberg. who lost to Fewtter- 
iein on Friday. 

It was only the fourth time 
‘ha: a team has come from 
0-2 dowen to win a World 
Group match since its intro- 
duction as the top level for 
Davis Cup play in 1981 — 
md three of the four times it 
was cn Edfcsrg-ied Sweden 
rear: that pulled it off. 

T re Swedes did it against 
Canada in the first round in 
1992, ana again against the 
United States in last year’s 
semifinals. Mexico also came 
back from 0-2 against 
Switzerland in a relegation 
round match in 198S. 

2; orkmcn, ranked 47th on 
the ATP tour, was called into 
service when the !6th-ranked 
r .ars$*?n pulled out with an 
upset stomach. After Bjork- 
muri a r.6 Edberg lost their 
matches Friday, 
and Jan Apell 
v: the doubles Saturday to 
set up -he thrilling finish. 

■'ctterlein, ranked No. 125, 
rallied :o cut Bjorkcr.ar.'s lead 
to 5^i in the final set before 
dropping the final game on 
the indoor carpet at 
Copenhagen. 

"I was very close to mak- 
J ng it in the final set, but he 
. Bjorkman) was the best," 
:-:;d -etterlcin. 

-here in the World 
si- matches were de- 
cid-.u bv .7 4-1 score: Russia 
cv£T Belgium, Netherlands 
over Switzerland, Austria 
Spcin. Italy over the 


Czech Republic, Germany 
over Croatia, and United 
States over France. 

Australia took a 2-1 lead 
over South Africa in a de- 
layed contest. ‘ 

Austria 4, Spain I: On hard 
court at Vienna, Thomas 
Muster overpowered world 
No. 4 Sergi Bruguera 6-4, 
7-5, 6-3 to give Austria a 
winning 3-1 lead before Alex- 
ander Antoni tsch put away 
Carios Costa 6-3, 6-4. 

Bruguera called it "the 
best match that Thomas has 
ever played against me." 

“I don’t know why the 
Davis Cup brings out the best 
in me," said Muster. 

Italy 4, Czech Republic 1: 
The matches on the clay at 
Naples were virtually the 
only sports event in Italy not 
canceled on Sunday. The na- 
tion called off virtually every- 
thing else after a fan was 
killed at a soccer game last 
weekend. 

Italy advanced when 
Andrea Gaudenzi defeated 
Salva Dosedel 6-3, 6-2, 4-6. 
6-2 in the first of the reverse 
singles. Renzo Furlan com- 
pleted the contest by beating 
Czech Daniel Vacek 3-6, 7-6, 
(8-6). 6-2. 

United States 3, France 1: 
At St. Petersburg, Florida, 
saying he was just happy to 
make up his "embarrasing" 
performance on Friday when 
he lost in straight sets to 
Cedric Pioline. Todd Martin 
served 20 aces to beat Guy 
Forget 6-3, 7-6 (74). 7-6 (7- 
5) and clinch the American 
victory. 

It was Forger’s third loss in 
as many days. Jim Courier 
finished off the win with a 
64, 6-3 win over Cedric 
Pioline. 

Russia 4, Belgium I: On day 
at Antwerp, Johan Van 
Herck gave Belgium its only 
victory of the weekend, beat- 
ing Yevgeny Kafelnikov 6-7 
(2-7), 6-3, 6-1. Andrei Ches- 
nokov earned the final point 
for Russia, which held an 
insurmountable 3-0 lead after 
Saturday's doubles, with a 
6-7 (5-7), 6-2, 7-6 (7-2) vic- 
tory over Kris Goossens. 

Netherlands 4, Switzerland 

1: On clay at Geneva, 
Richard Krajicek routed 


Swiss debutant Lorenzo 
Manta 64, 64, 6-2 to clinch 
the Dutch victory, and Jan 
Siemerink followed up by 
winning 64, 6-3 over Patrick 
Mohr. 

Switzerland’s fate was all 
but sealed Friday when 15th- 
ranked Marc Rosset, leading 
bis opening singles match 
against Jacco Eltingh, retired 
from the match with a broken 
foot. Hell be out for up to 
three months. 

The 236th-ranked Manta 
replaced Rosset in both the 
doubles and the reverse sing- 
les, and Switzerland lost bo hi 
m aches. 

Germany 4, Crotia 1: On 
hard court at Karlsruhe, Ger- 
many’s Michael Stich won his 
third match of the weekend, 
7-6 (74), 7-6 (74), over Sasa 
Hirzon. Sticb also won his 
singles match Friday and 
played doubles Saturday. 

Earlier. Goran Ivanisevic 
picked up Croatia’s only 
point when be won a battle of 
big serves against Markus 
Zoecke, 64, 7-6 (74). 

Boris Becker, who also 
won in singles Friday, said he 
will play in the next round 
against the Netherlands. The 
German Tennis Federation is 
trying to get Becker to com- 
mit to a 3-year Davis Cup 
contract worth 9 million 
marks $6 million. 

Australia 2, South Africa It 
The South Africans prepared 
a special sand-and-gel surface 
to frustrate the “woodies” 
but it didn’t work. Doubles 
pair mark Woodforde and 
Todd Woodbridge over- 
whelmed Wayne Ferreira 
and Pietie Norvai 7-5, 6-3, 
7-6 (7-5). 

Underdog South Africa, 
playing its first World Group 
contest since being expelled 
from the Davis Cop in 1979 
because of apartheid, had 
hoped to even the odds by 
holding the match in the hot, 
humid Indian Ocean port of 
Durban on a slow artificial 
surface. 

But Woodforde said ex- 
perience won out. 

"We’re a top team and we 
can play anywhere on any 
surface,” the Australian said. 


Shaquille 

leads 

Magic 

over 

Knicks 

ORLANDO (AP) — It was a 
game the New York Knicks 
were looking forward to. 

It was a chance to show 
Orlando exactly who foe de-_ 
fending conference cham- 
pions were, a chance to prove 
to the Magic that reputations 
are not made in the first three 
months of the season. 

But when it came time to 
play their best ball of the 
season — in overtime, at 
Orlando arena — the Knicks 
came up with a big zero. 

New York shot O-fbr-10 
from the field in overtime 
and lost to Orlando 103-100 
Sunday. 

“There was an anxiousness 
on our part once we got back 
and tied it,” said Knicks 
coach Pat Riley. “Then it’s 
about focus and about pati- 
ence and execution. We did 
□ot have to push the throttle 
down.” 

Shaquille O'Neal won 
another personal duel with 
Patrick Ewing, ^coring 41 
points and grabbing 15 re- 
bounds to Ewing’s 38 and 13. 

Nick Anderson had 15 
points, Anfernee Hardaway 
13 and Dennis Scott 12. 

In other games, Houston 
beat Phoenix 124-100, Seattle 
beat Miami 136-109, Chicago 
beat Golden State 97-93, 
Charlotte beat Washington 
111-105 and Boston beat 
Minnesota 115-82. 

In the Orlando-New York 
game, Dennis Scott broke a 
98-98 tie with a 3-poi n ter, 
and Anfernee Hardaway 
made a pair of free throws 
with 11.1 seconds remaining 
as the Magic outscored New 
York 5-2 in the extra period. 

Ewing, who hit a 3-pointer 
late m regulation and a dutch 
baseline jumper to send the 
game into overtime, missed 
another 3-point attempt with 
two seconds left in the extra 
period. 

John Starks scored 21 
points for New York, which 
never led. Derek Harper 
added 20 points 

Rockets 124, Suns 100: At 
Phoenix, Hakeem Olajuwon 
had 28 points, 11 rebounds 
and three blocks and Sam 
Cassell and Vernon Maxwell 
were a combined 9 L fbr-14 
from 3-point range as the 
Rockets showed the form 
that made the NBA cham- 
pions last season. 

“I thought the real Hous- 
ton Rockets showed up for 
this game,” Maxwell said. “It 
was just a great game for us. 
We got the post play out of 
Hakeem, ana the guys on the 
outside were knocking down 
the 3s.” 

Houston became only the 
third team to defeat Phoenix 
at home tins season and the 
first to beat the Suns twice. 

“They shot 12-of-24 from 
3-point Land,” said Charles 
Barkley, who had 24 points, 
11 rebounds and seven 
assists. “There isn’t much 
you can really do about that. 
They shoot 12-for-24, they’re 
going to beat us every time. 
We’ve got to make a decision 
what to do about that mons- 
ter in the middle.” 

Supersouks 136, Heat 109: 
At Miami, the Sonics notch- 
ed their 10th straight road 
win and their 14th win in 16 
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Eddie Jones of the Los Angeles Lakers Hues up a shot over the outstretched arms of .Code Blount of the Chicago Bafls 
(AFP photo) 


games overall. 

Seven Seatle players 
scored in double figures, led 
by Shawn Kemp with 26 
points and 11 rebounds. Ken- 
dall Gill bad 21 points and 
Detief Schrempf and Gary 
Payton added 18 apiece. 

The Sonics hit four 3-poin- 
ters in the first period and six 
of their first eight to blow the 
game open early. 

“That’s the best we’ve seen 
a team play against us all 
year,” Miami coach 
Loughery said. “It’s the best 
team I’ve seen this year.” 

Bnfls 97, Warriors 93: At 
Oakland, California, Scottie 
scored 35 points and 
9 won despite blowing 
an early 24-point lead. 

The Bulls were up 95-88 
with 1:48 to play and still 
nearly lost. Tom Gugliotta 
made a 3-pointer and Tim 
Hardaway nit two free throws 
after Pippen fooled out, cut- 


ting the deficit to 95-93 with 
50.5 seconds to play. 

After B.J. Armstrong 
came up short on a 15-footer, 
(he Warriors had a chance to 
tie, but Keith Jennings mis- 
sed a layup with 20 seconds to 
go. Armstrong was fouled 
and hit two free throws to 
end the scoring. 

Time Hardaway led the 
Warriors with 28 points. 
Gatling scored 23 points in 27 
minutes before being ejected 
with 9:09 to play. 

Hornets 111, Buflets 105: 
At Charlotte, North Caroli- 
na, Robert Parish hit two free 
throws and DeD Curry sank a 
long jumper in the final 38 
seconds to extend Charlotte’s 
winning streak to six games. 

Alonzo Mourning got 26 
points and 10 rebounds for 
Charlotte. Curry, Larry 
Johnson and Scott Burrell 
added 16 apiece. 


“It wasn’t a particularly 
good game for us, but we 
ratine up with enough good 
plays to win,” Charlotte 
coach Allan Bristow said. 
“It’s a game we probably 
wouldn’t have won last year, 
and that shows, yon how 
much character we have de- 
veloped this season.” 
Jnwan . Howard led 
Washington with 23 points. 
Calbert Cheaney bad 20 and 
Chris Webber had 16 points, 
12 rebounds, eight assists and 
three Mocks. 


Celtics 115, fimberwohes 
82: At Boston, . Dee Brown 
scored 16 pf his 23 points in 
foe second quarter when Bos- 
ton pulled away. 

Brown and Eric Mon trass 
scored Boston’s first 20 
points of the period and the 
Celtics turned a four-point 
lead- into a 55-31 advantage 
with 4:08 left in the half. 
Boston never trailed by fewer 
than 18 after that. 

faaiah Rider led Minnesota 
with 18 points but was just 
7-for-23 from the field. , 


RESULTS 

Oriando 103, New York 100, OT. 
Seattle 136, Miami 109 
Charlotte HI, Washington 105 
Houston 124, Phoenix 100 
Boston 115, Mi nn esot a 82 
CMc a go 97, Golden State 93 


AFC overpower NFC to win Pro Bowl 


HONOLULU (AP) — Mar- 
shall Faulk, the only rookie 
in the game, ran for 180 yards 
to Shatter O.J. Simpson’s 22- 
year-old Pro Bowl record 
Sunday when the AFC overp- 
owered the NFC 41-33. 

In the concluding game of 
the NFL season, the Indiana- 
polis Colts star earned 13 
times and scored on a 49-yard 
ran to top Simpson's record 
of 112 yards rushing in the 
1973 Pro Bowl. ' 

Seattle’s Chris Warren also 
went over the previous 
rushing mark with 14 carries 
for 127 yards foor the AFC, 
which rolled up 400 yards on 
the ground against the NFCs 
all-star defense. 

Tight end Eric Green of 
Pittsburgh had two touch- 


down receptions as the AFC, 
whose champions have lost 
11 straight in the Super Bowl, 
won the Pro Bowl for the 
third time in five yers. 

The AFC defense gave up 
just 309 yards of offense to 
the NFC, only 41 yards 
rushing. 

Green caught a 22-yard 
scoring pass from Denver’s 
John Eiway in the second 
quarter, helping the AFC ral- 
ly from a 10-0 deficit. He 
then had a 16-yard TD recep- 
tion from the Los Angeles 
Raiders* Jeff Hostetler in the 
final quarter, when the AFC 
broke the game open with 
three touchdowns. 

Steve Young of San Fran- 
cisco, the MVP of the 49ers' 
49-26 Super Bow] victory 


over San Diego a week ear- 
lier, helped stake the NFC to 
a 10-0 lead in the first quar- 
ter, but a thrid-quarter field 
goal by Minnesota’s Fuad 
Reveiz was the only other 
NFC scoring. 

Faulk made several spec- 
tacular rans, including a 41- 
yarder early in the fourth 
quarter. On his 49-yard 
touchdown, off a fake punt, 
be stripped tackle rs in the 
secondary in breaking free 
for his team's final touch- 
down. 

Cleveland’s Leroy Hoard 
put the AFC in front to stay 
when he threaded his way 
through foe defense on a 
4-yard touchdown ran for a 
17-10 lead 2:07 before half- 
time. 


Ferrari unveil FI challenger 


MARANELLO, Italy (AFP) 
— Ferrari on Monday un- 
veiled its needle-nosed chal- 
lenger for foe 1995 Formula 
One World - Championship 
with which, said Ferrari Pres- 
ident Luca Di Montezemofo, 
“we must really. come back 
and win.’’ 

The famous team has not. 
won foe Championship smoe 
1979. 

Built “rigorously” to the 
new 1995 aerodynamic and 
engine rules, the 412 T2 was 
unveiled without key aerody- 
namic .elements “to give 
other teams the Least possible 
time to study our ideas,” said 
British chief designer John 
Barnard. 

It features a ncw V 12 3 
litre engine, 10 kilos lighter 


than the previous 3.5 litre 
unit, but Ferrari are also 
working oo a V 10 engine. 
Team Director Jean Tbdt 
said that the engine would be 
run first towards the end of 
April and road-tested in mid- 
season. 

Barnard said he had de- 
signed the 412 T 2 to accept 
the V10 with little modifica- 
tion, bat he felt it would be 
■ ‘unrealistic’ 1 to expect to race 
it this year. 

Italian ski star Alberto 
Tomba joined drivers 
Gerhard Berger and Jean 
Alesi, and test driver Nicola 
Larini. for foe formal pre- 
sentation, and Montezemofo 
asked Tomba to touch foe car 
^to^instill your winning 
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? Cinema Tel: 634144 

^ILAQELPHIA 

Cinema Tel.: 699238 

PLAZA 

Cinema Tel: 677420 

CONCORD 

Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

A3HMOUN THEATRE 

. Tel.: 675571 

NabO Al Mashtni Theatre 

Nabil & Hlsham's Tel.: 62515s 

AHLAN THEATRE 

* 

\ Yusra, Mahmoud Hamedieh 
1 in 

! 'E&b S^iBHBigrant 

Shows: 12:30. 3:00. 6:30. 8:30. IftJO 

Bruce Willis«in 

DIE HARD 11 

Shows: 12:30. 230. H:30. 10:3U 

The movie: THE LION KING wifi 
be shown on Fridays and Thurs- 
days at 1 1 ,00 a.m. & 12:30 p.m. 

CONCORD ‘1’ 
ROBOCOP <3* 

Shows: 1230. 145. 630. 8:15. 10:30 

CONCORD *2* 

Sylvester Stallone — Sharon 
Stone 
in 

The Specialist 

Shows: 2*5. 630, 830, 1030 

SUM 'A in the satirical play 

HI CITIZEN 

Composed and directed by 
Mohammad Al Shawaqjeh 

Daily from 8:30 pjn. 

Cnnaren’s Piay 

The Ninja Turtles Show 

Directed by Akram Abul Ragheb 
Daily at 10:30 p.m. 

Presents 

Abu Awwad 

In the social comedy 

Punctured Bag 

The theatre Is closed on 
Mondays . 

Tickets are available all 
day . 

. Presents: 

The political satire: 

AL SALAM YA SALAMI 

at 8:30 pm. 

FOf call 

Th ?J , .S? tre L* closed on 
Saturd *y» & Sundays ^ 
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Figure skating championships 
end with money in the future 


DORTMUND (AP) — A the 
end of a European Figure 
Skating Championships weak 
in top talent, the sport's gov- 
erning body is considering 
using money to keep the best 
skaters at its competitions. ■ 

Surya Bonaly of France 
took her fifth European title 
in the absence of Olympic 
champion Oksana Baiul, who 
skipped to the pro ranks. The 

Ukrainian is Still uncertain 

about applying for reinstate- 
ment to the ISU after turning 
pro soon after her victory in 
LiUehammer. 

“Prize money is part of die 
game today/’ Ottavio Cut- 
quanta , the president of the 
ISU, said Sunday. “I can't 
understand, with so much 
money to the ISU such as the 
TV rights (why) we can’t give 
some money back to the ska- 
ters.” 

The International Skating 
Union said Sunday that it wifi 
consider giving cash prizes in 
future championships in an 
effort to keep the top skaters 
from turning pro early. 

' Qn quanta said that the 
next ISU council meeting in 
Birmingham, England, dar- 
ing the world champions next 
month, will be looking into 
various prize proposals. Then 
they will be recommended 
for acceptance at the ISU 
Congress in 1996. 

..“A market is a market. If 
_an ineligible skater has better 
conditions then we mil have 
to work out things to give 
more motivation to stay with 
ns/’ Cinquanta said. 

- Cin quants said that it was 
fine for skaters to perform in 
exhibitions or shown, that it 
they are involved in a com- 
petition, it must be according 
to ISU rules and judges in 
order for the competitor to 
stay eligible. 

“We nave to control our 
sport/’ Cinquanta said. “The 
thing we have to offer is the 
tide and that is what the pros 
have going m.” 

The title at the European 
Championships were split 
among four countries with a 
17-year-old Russian, Ilya 
Knlik, taking the men’s title. 

Kulik was asked if he in- 
tended to leave* the sport 
early if be should win a world 
title, like Baiul. 

“It’s difficult to say,” Kulik 
said. “life is full of surprises. 
But my plans are to partiri- 



Finnish icedancers Susanna Rahkamo and partner Petri 
KTkkn perform the European Flgnie Skating Cham- 
'pkmships (AFP photo) 


pate in the Olympics... not 
only in the coming one. but 
beyond that," the 1988 
Olympics are in Nagano, 
Japan. 

Bonaly was wavering on 
whether to go to the pro 
ranks earlier this season. But 
a deal arranged between the 
French Skating Federation 
and a French Television Net- 
work gives her a million 
francs a year ($190,000) for 
staying eligible through the 
next Olympics. 

“We can't block a human 
being from making a personal 
decision/' Cinquanta said. 
“What the ISU can do is to 
protect its own organiza- 
tion.” 

The skaters who were rein- 
stated last year, such as 
Katarina Witt and Jayne Tor- 
vill and Giristopher Dean, 
have returned to the pro 
ranks. 


The ice dance champions 
at the Europeans, Susanna 
Rakhamo and Petri Kokko, 
of Finland, are reported to 
have a lucrative pre-profes- 
sional contract in their pock- 
ets already and have said that 
this is their last competition 
season. 

They probably would not 
have won the European title 
last week if Olympic and 
world champions Oksana 
Gritschuk and Yevgeny Pla- 
tov of Russia had not been 
sidelined because of Platov’s 
knee injury. 

The absence of pros was 
never more evident than in 
the pairs. Germans Mandy 
Woetzel and logo Steuer 
were champions hut could 
not compare with the de- 
parted Yekaterina Gordeeva 
and Sergei Grinkov, who 
took the Olympic gold medal 
last year, then went pro. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Beckenbauer rejects Nike, signs with 
Adidas 


MUNICH (AFP) — Franz Beckenbauer has signed a 20 
million German mark deal ($13 million) to promote Adidas 
sportswear for 10 years, rejecting approaches from Amer- 
ican company Nike. Beckenbauer, World Cup winner as a 
player and manager, has been tied by contract to Adidas 
for years but the Americans offered him more money to 
promote their line of sportswear. But Adidas agreed to 
match the offer for Beckenbauer, now president of football 
league club Bayern Munich, his manager Robert Schwann 
tola the German daily Bild. 

Meola signs with Rio team 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — The U.S. World Cup team 
goalie, Tony Meola, will return to playing soccer for a 
Brazilian club after failing as a National Football League 
kicker. Rio's Botafogo Club announced the signing late 
Saturday of Meola, who has recently been working as an 
actor. Meola will fly to Rio De Janeiro this week to pose 
with his new jersey, the Rio daily O Globo reported 
Sunday. Meola will only begin playing in March, the Rio 
daily added. 

Flamengo hit six without Romario 

RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Romano’s new club Flamengo 
proved they could manage without him when they ham- 
mered Friburgense 6-0 in the Rio De Janeiro championship 
at the weekend. Friburgense, one of several lightweight 
outfits in the competition, were in trouble from the second 
minute when key defender Pereco was sent off for a 
professional foul. With Barcelona signing Romario not yet 
fully match fit, Flamengo's goals were shared among five 
players. Friburgense defender Arildo supplied the sixth 
with an own goal. Brazil full back Branco scored the most 
spectacular goal when be rifled in a 25-metre shot from 
outside the area in the last minute. 
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Nantes, 

Rovers 

slipup 

LONDON (R) — The press- 
ure of being out in front in 
tough European League 
competition took its toll on 
Nantes of France and Black- 
burn Rovers in England at 
tbe weekend. 

Nantes, still unbeaten in 
the first division which they 
lead by 10 clear points, were 
bundled out of the French 
cup by third division St. Leu 
on penalties, while Black- 
burn’s Premier League lead 
was kept down to two points 
by a 3-1 defeat at Tottenham. 

“We have been sustaining 
a hell of a pace from the start 
of the season. We knew some 
day we would have to slow 
down a bit. That’s what we 
are going through right 
now, Nantes defender Serge 
Le pizet said. 

Captain Jean-MIchel Fern, 
hoping the upset would act as 
a spur for Nantes, said: “We 
must forget about it as soon 
as possible, be strong and 
focus on the league title, 
which is our main goal, and 
the UEFA Cup.” 

Nantes meet Bayer Lever- 
kusen in the UEFA Cup 
quarter-finals. They resume 
their seemingly unstoppable 
assault on the league title 
away at Rennes in a Breton 
Derby on Wednesday. 

Blackburn have been eli- 
minated from the free cup 
competitions this season, in- 
cluding the UEFA Cup in 
September before they hit a 
purple patch in the league in 
which they dropped only two 
points in 12 matches between 
late October and mid- 
January. 

With only the cham- 
pionship to concentrate on. 
Rovers looked set to pull 
ever further away from the 
field — the more so when 
second placed Manchester 
United were obliged to ban 
Eric Cantona for file remain- 
der of the season. 

But while the champions, 
who beat Rovers 1-0 at home 
two weeks ago, picked up 
seven points from their last 
three matches, Blackburn fal- 
tered badly, a home draw 
with Leeds being followed by 
the defeat at White Hart 
Lane on Sunday. 


Italy pays respect to 
victim of fan violence 


ROME (AP) — Italians 
treaded to soccer stadiums as 
usual Sunday. But this time, 
the gates were locked. 

No crisp passes, no diving 
saves, no controversial re- 
feree calls. 

And no fan dashes. 

The decision to ban profes- 
sional sports on Sunday after 
a fetal dabbing in Genoa last 
week forced Italians to fry 
other activities and reflect on 
die violence. 

Some carried flowers and 
others simply strolled past 
stadium gates mi the nation’s 
first game-day without soccer 
in half century. 

Olympic stadium — sche- 
duled site of a match between 
third-place As Roma and In- 
temazionale of Milan — in- 
stead hosted an impromptu 
parking-lot game between 
children. 

Two teenagers, Roma 
fans, chatted nearby. One, a 
season-ticket holder, said he 
could think of nowhere else 
to go on a Sunday. 

Giovanni Altobeu, waking 
bis dog along the arena's 
perimeter, took note of the 


silence. “It’s all very calm 
today,” he said. 

inside, prowling cats re- 
placed spectators and birds’ 
chirps filled silence normally 
drowned with the rabid 
cheers of “ultras,” the Italian 
equivalent of British soccer 
booligans- 

A policeman leaned 
against his kiosk at the sta- 
dium entrance, smoking a 
cigarette rather than under- 
taking his usual job: controll- 
ing unruly fens. 

He said thinks the one-day 
ban is proper “out of respect 
for tbe loss of a young life'’ 
but quickly added that vio- 
lence mil return when the 
fans do — “in another semi 
days.” 

Italian authorities called 
off Sunday's soccer leagne 
matches and other profes- 
sional sports events in re- 
sponse to tbe Jan. 29 death of 
a fen before tbe Genoa- AC 
Milan game. A 19-year-old 
Milan supporter was charged 
with the slaying, which 
touched off demands to crack 
down on violent fens. 

The change in activity was 


obvious throughout the capit- 
al on Sunday. 

Cafe patrons drank to 
music, not . the widely- 
followed play-by-play radio 
broadcasts. There was not 
the familiar ate of men hun- 
dred to bear their transistor 
radios — the only way to 
follow the afternoon matches 
in Italy because they are not 
televised. 

Television stations showed 
movies rather than the regu- 
lar soccer talks shows. 
Newspapers published 
guides to activities^ for people 
caught without their accus- 
tomed 90 minutes of soccer. 

Elsewhere, about 1,000 
people attended a memorial 
mass in Cosenza for Vincen- 
zo Spagnolo, the stabbing 
victim. Tbe service began at 
2:30 p.m. to coincide with 
scheduled game starts. 

Outside the Genoa sta- 
dium where Spagnolo was 
lolled, an estimated 3,000 
people— including hundreds 
of “ultras” donning team 
scarves — visited a makeshift 
memorial dotted with flow- 
ers, flags and handwritten 




A lonesome soccer supporter stands tn frost of the dosed 
im d empty MQan “San Stro” Stadium at the first Sunday 
without championship matches in Italy as na tion al mourn- 
ing takes place Cor the young supporter, kffled last Sunday 
(AFP photo) . • 

- But many Italians disagree, 
noting that a day-of reflection 
is good for the soccer- 
obsessed country. 

Nearly 80 per cent of re- 
spondents to a. survey pub- 
lished m tire Gazzetto DeUo 
'Sport thought die Italian soc- 
cer league should take Sun- 
day off. 


A 

stands of Genoa's Massar Stadium, com- 
memorating the death of a Gcnoan support a 


tgo, killed by a 
supporter (AFP photo) 


Milan soccer team 


i a town outside Florence, 
people gathered to protest 
stadium violence. ' 

Some even pretended 
there were games. 

Hte Comers DeDo Sport 
newspaper ^published “up- 
dated” first-division stand- 
ings bawd on phone-in poll 
of fen predictions of what 
game results would have 
been ted they been played. 

The paper’s editor, Italo 
Coed, doesn’t believe the 
matches should have been 
cancelled. 

“Cancelling soccer was a 
serious mistake,” Coed said. 
“It is like giving a title of 
honour to the violent fens. It 
shows them they can bring 
the game to its knees.” 


The paper’s Sunday srajH - 
lent carried a full-page 
line echoing the woi 


of Spagnolo’s father: “One 
should not die for a game.” 
“It’s really a tragedy what 
happened in Genoa,” said 
Carlo Moreffi, a Rome shop 
owner. “Today is for drinking 
about what sports should be 
about, bringing people 
together.” 


Aircraft carrier unusual entry in America’s Cup 


SAN DIEGO ( AP) — So you 
thought sailing was a genteel 
sport? 

How would _youlike to 
look up and see a 94,000-ton 
(85,000 metric ton) midear- 
powered aircraft carrier 
emerging from dense fog 
smack in front of you? 

Tbat’s what happened 
Saturday during America's 
Cup radng off Point Loma. 

The navy isn’t quite sure 
how the USS Abraham Lin- 
coln wound up so close to the 
75-foot (23 meter) elite rac- 
ing boats — two were racing 
and two more were lining up 
to race — but America’s Cup 
officials were miffed by the 
whole experience. 

“How she wandered in 
there I don’t know,” race 
director Pat Healy said. “We 
were anchored out there for 
an hour. It wasn't as though 
we were hiding in tbe bushes. 

“They've got instruments 
on there that can see a body 
in tbe water and I don't know 
why they didn’t see us,” he 
said. 

Commander Mike Thur- 
wanger, a navy spokesman, 
said tbe ship may have been 
travelling closer to tbe shore 
because of the dense fog, but 
he said it was doing every- 
thing right given toe poor 
visibility — traveling slowly, 
using additional radar and 
extra lookouts. The ship was 
on its way to naval air station 
north island. 

“If the race was not going 
on, it would have been a very 
appropriate place for her to 
be,” he said. “I don't believe 
she was aimlessly drifting 
around looking for a hole in 
the fog/’ 

Still, the ship's crew 
apparently did not realise the 
ship had entered the course 
until after its forward lookout 
peered doen and saw a yellow 
race buoy. 

The ship then came to a 
halt about 200 yards (180 
metres) from the starting 
line, in the middle of the 


course, and after 1 (hours of 
manoeuvertng, passed 
through the area. Thurwan- 
ger said none of -the -raring- 
yachts ..or spectatoj^boats 
were in danger. 

.Tbe Lincoln had apparent- 
ly been made aware of the 
general area in which tbe 
races were taking place, but 
may not have been apprised 
of tbe exact latitude and lon- 
gitude of the race coarse, he 
said. 

“We believe there may 
have been some more accu- 
rate information provided 
through other sources/’ he 
said. “That’s what we’re in- 
vestigating, if the Lincoln had 
that on board.” 

At the time of the intrusion 
bny the thousand-foot ship, 
two boats were already on 
the 18.55-mile (30 km) 
course, and OneAustralia 
and Japan’s Nippon Chal- 
lenge were beginning their 
pre-start manoeuvers in tbe 
second race. 

“It was pretty scaiy at first 
and then we realised they 
were able to stop,” said, Pe- 
ter Gflmour, sailing coach for 
the Japanese syndicate Nip- 
pon Challenge. “Still, it’s in- 
credible that they could make 
such an error.” 

Young America beats 
Stars and Stripes 

Young America rallied 
during the last leg Sunday to 
defeat Stars and Stripes on 
the America’s Cup Defender 
course, ending a five-race vic- 
tory streak for Dennis Con- 
ners boat. 

Young America had fallen 
behind by more than two 
minutes because of a tangled 
sail, but caught Conner's 
dark blue boat on the home 
stretch. 

“It is always nice to come 
back,” said Young America 
skipper Kevin Mahaney. 

After a strong start in the 
competition. Young America 
has struggled lately. Sunday's 



Tag Heuer's bowman Kevin Bowman (centre) 
pre pa red for a safl change whfle rounding tbe 
wfoidward mark to bead down wind in ber race 


against Rioja de Espaaa daring the America's 
Cup Challengers race off the coast of San 
Diego (AFP photo) - 


win snapped a three-race los- 
ing streak. 

The match with Stars and 
Stripes started well for 
Mahaney’s boat. In patchy 5 
to 6 knots of breeze. Stars 
and Stripes' headed left and 
Young America sailed right 
with a two-second edge at the 
gun. 

Up the first leg, Young 
America seemed to find the 
better wind on its side of tbe 
course and cleared out foal 
minute, 56 second lead at the 
top mark. 

“It was very light and shif- 
ty,” said Mahaney. “We 
were seeing huge differences 
in velocity, with two breezes 
fighting each other. And I 
think we had a little speed 
edge on Dennis.” 

But trouble struck for tbe 
syndicate from Bangor, 
Maine, at the end of the first 
ran. During a down wind 
tack, or gybe, its sail twisted 
into an hourglass shape. As 
the sail was (hopped to dear 
the tangle, a halyard twisted 
around the mast causing 
more problems. Young 
America continued on with a 


partly set safl. 

Under full sail. Stars and 
Stripes took advantage of the 
mess on board its rival and 
moved into tbe passing lane 
to lead hy 29 seconds at the 
second marie. Conner’s boat 
stretched its lead to more 
than two. minutes over the 
next two legs. 

In the light conditions, 
Young America fought back 
and on the final upwind Leg 
Mahaney, had dosed the gap 
to 23 seconds. 

“Mach of it was the shift- 
ing wind, being in the right 
place at the right time,” 
Mahaney said. 

To the smpriseof Stars and 
Stripes, Young America 
moved ahead and clinched a 
comfortable -lead, and cros- 
sed the finish line 1 minute, 
46 seconds in front. 



Tbe crew of Young America prepares to set a 
spinnaker while tinning the windward mark to 
bead downwind in bear race against Stars and 


Stripes during the America’s Cup Ch a llen gers 
(AFP photo) 


“It's not a big deal, but it’s 
not the world's most pleasant 
thing,” said Stars and Stripes 
co^helmsman Pan! Cayard 
about giving op the lead on 
the last leg. “But it is a 
four-month-long regatta and 
worse things man that are 
going to -happen to the 
winner.” 

On the Louis Vuitton 
Challenger Course, John 
Bertrand’s OneAustralia re- 
tired from its match against 
Japan’s Nippon Challenge af- 
ter a spreader bar, which 
holds the steel tines 
ing the mast, 

“It went off like a can- 
non,” said skipper Bertrand. 

Nippon was awarded the 
two .points for the victory by 
completing the 18.55-mile (30 
km) tong course. 


Sterilization Breakthrough from 
Johnson & Johnson 


The in trodnetion of the new 
STERRAD Plasma Steriliza- 
tion System, a technological 
breakthrough from Advanced 
Sterilisation Products, .a divi- 
sion of Johnson & Johnson Inc. 
represents a quantum leap in 
medical sterilization methods 
both bote in tbe MkkBe East 
and worldwide. The near, sys- 
tem combines a degree of safe- 
ty, speed and ease of operation 

not previously seen to steriliza- 
tion technology. 

Already having received 
US. FDA clearance, the sys- 
tem k now already operational 


y sur- 
gical sterilization demand 
quickly, without beat, moisture 
or creation of toxic residues. 
By using low-temperature 
hydrogen-peroxide plasma, the 
system sterilizes medical de- 
vices without' tbe degrading 
effects of steam or the toxic 
residues of ethylene oxide 
(BtO) and other chemicals. 
This makes it ideal for both 
metal and non-metal instru- 


cted, sensitive and expensive 


in. the USA and is also, 
approved and used . across 
Canada, - Australia,' Japan, 
Germany and many other 
European and Ea stern coun- 
tries. Although tbe STERRAD 
Plasma SteriEzatioh System 
will not be officially launched 
in die GCC until Arab Health, 
in January 1995, systems are- 
now available -for 
installation in any . hospital in ■ 
the Middle East and a system is 
already up and running w fee 
Dabsr Hos pital. ~ ? - - - 
Tbe new STERRAD Plasma 


of mfono surgical instruments. 

no toxic residues the 
STERRAD Plasma Stcriliza- 
■£wn System is fester than oafr 

ummsteiiEzatdn methods and 

as aeration is not rtxtuued. a 
fugle cycle takes approbate, 
v hoar and 10 minutes, 
uunpatf-io size, fee system 

canBeideaByandcottve^nfer 
many healthcare feaSto 
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Brown: Violence 
blocks investments 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agenaes) — U.S. Com- 
Secrcotty Ron Brown 
*52 Monday that continued 
Mideast violence was a major 
obstacle to private invest- 
ment m the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

“Investors want a certain 
comfort level,” Mr. Brown 
told reporters. “They want to 
know that their investments 
are safe ... and that kind of 
assurance must come from 
people in the region." 

U.S. officials travelling 
with Mr. Brown said that 
since autonomy began last 
May, only one private U.S.- 
Palestinian venture was 
formed, a factory making 
building materials in the 
Gaza Strip. 

The U.S. ' government 
offers private investors loan 
guarantees and political risk 
insurance as incentives, the 
officials said. 

Mr. Brown, accompanied' 
by American business execu- 
tives, arrived in Israel Sunday 
on the first leg of a week-long 
Middle East tour promoting 
U.S. trade and investment in 
the region. On his agenda are 
meetings with Israeli and 
Palestinian business and poli- 
tical leaders. 

Mr. Brown also tempered 
his initial criticism of Israel's 
closure of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. The closure, im- 
posed after a Jan. 22 suicide 
bombing, bars tens of 
thousands of Palestinian 
labourers from reaching jobs 
in Israel. 

Mr. Brown said Sunday 
that the restrictions were 
“devastating economically" 
for the Palestinians. 

Asked to comment further 
on the issue Monday, he said: 
“I certainly understand the 
security needs of the clo- 
sure.*’ 

"The unfortunate thing is 
that many people are 
punished for terrorist acts 
that are just absolutely un- 
acceptable and must be dealt 
with,” Mr. Brown said. 

Mr. Brown will meet Tues- 
day with Palestine Liberation 


Organisation (PLO) Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat in to 
discuss investment projects in 
the West Bank and Gaza. 

Later this week, Mr. 
Brown will attend a regional 
trade summit with Jordanian, 
Israeli, Egyptian and Palesti- 
nian officials in the Egyptian 
Red Sea resort of Taba. 

Mr. Brown called the 
meeting “historic" and 
looked forward to greater 
cooperation, removing trade 
barriers and enhancing die 
role of. the private sector in 
the Middle East. 

His trip, which began in 
Cairo on Sunday, also takes 
in the West Bank. Jordan, 
Kuwait, Qatar and the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates. 

“To build lasting peace and 
stability we must ensure the 
region has a strong economic 
foundation," he said. 

Israel and the United 
States issued a joint com- 
munique during Mr. Brown's 
visit declaring 1995 the “year 
of U.S.-Israeli free trade” to 
be marked by a series of joint 
ventures and encouragement 
for bilateral trade and invest- 
ment. 

■ On Jan. 1, duty was lifted 
on all goods covered in the 
1985 U.S. -Israel free trade 
agreement. 

Mr. Brown sealed a coop- 
eration accord with Energy 
Minister Gonen Segev allow- 
ing U.S. power companies to 
enter the Israeli market, offi- 
cials said. 

American companies 
would be able to take a share 
of up to a fifth of the coun- 
try’s electricity needs, 900 
megawatts. 

Two U.S. companies, Mid- 
Atlantic and Global, have 
proposed projects which 
would generate from 150 to 
200 megawatts. 

Shaath warns U.S. 

Palestinian negotiator Na- 
bil Shaath on Sunday warned 
a congressional initiative to 
move the U.S. embassy from 
Tel Aviv to Jerusalem could 
destroy peace negotiatioos 
with Israel. 


Report blames militia for 
Beirut chemical dumping 


BEIRUT (AP) — Author- 
ities Monday implicated an 
outlawed Christian militia in 
the import and dumping of 
Italian toxic waste in the late 
1980s. 

A classified army intelli- 
gence report read to parlia- 
ment's environment commit- 
tee said 20 members of the 
now-defunct Lebanese 
Forces militia were involved. 

The militia, the Christians’ 
main fighting machine in the 
1975-1990 civil war, was then 
in control of the Christian 
heartland north of Beirut. 

The environmental orga- 
nisation Greenpeace last 
week said analysis of a few 
barrels of waste it discovered 
showed traces of toxic com- 
pounds methyl acrylate and 
ethyl acrylate but no radioac- 
tive material. 

The Greenpeace disclosure 
came amid a public outcry 
demanding information ab- 
out what happened to the 
thousands of barrels of che- 
micals believed dumped on 
Land or off the coast during 
the war. 

The crisis has shaken the 
cohesion of Prime Minister 
Rafik A1 Hariri's govern- 
ment. 

Former Druze warlord 
Walid Junblatt, now minister 
of refugees, has called for the 
dismissal and trial of En- 
vironment Minister Samir 
Moqbel. 

Mr. Moqbel has denied 


estimates 


any wrongdoing. 
Greenpeace 


1U.UUU barrels, or 15,000 ton- 
nes, of waste remain in Leba- 
non and pose a serious ecolo- 
gical danger. However, other 
environmental experts say 
the number of missing bands 
is under 2,000. 

The experts said some con- 
taminated barrels were 
emptied and sold for use in 
pickling, soap-making and 
other uses they felt could be 
harmful to one’s health. 

The barrels were imported 
from Italy in 1987 ana 1988, 
according to Greenpeace and 
the army intelligence report. 
Thousands of barrels have 
since been returned to Italy 
because of public pressure. 

Meanwhile, Prosecutor 
General Munif Oweidat re- 
versed a 1988 pardon on die 
dumping of chemical waste 
and decide d to investigate 
later this week. 

The Lebanese Forces com- 
mander Samir Geagea and 
top lieutenant Fuad Malek 
are in jail, standing trial for 
the bombing that the pro- 
secution charged was an 
attempt to discredit the gov- 
ernment and reignite the civil 
war. 

Mr. Geagea is also on trial 
for the 1990 assassination of a 
rival Christian politician. 

Mr. Geagea, who flirted 
with Israel during the civil 
wear, has denied any involve- 
ment in the church bombing 
and the assassination, saying 
be was being victimised be- 
cause of his opposition to 
Lebanon's current Syrian: 

backed regime. 



A Chechen fighter with a Kalashnikov in 
the office of the Chechen state security depart- 
ment of Ocfakhoy. Marten as some children 
watch him fhroagh the window. Ochkboy- 


Martan is one of the centres of Chechen leader 
Dzhokhar Dudayev’s forces that fa being eadr- 
cted by Russian troops (AFP photo) 


Russians continue raids; 
refugees flee Grozny 


ALKHAN-YURT, Russia 
(AP) — Russian warplanes 
pelted this town southwest of 
Grozny with bombs Monday, 
and more refugees streamed 
out of Chechenya as wide- 
spread fighting continued in 
the Grozny area. 

Chechen fighters said the 
Russians bad resumed bomb- 
ing oil and chemical factories 
in and around the shattered 
capital. They saw die tactic as 
a sign of Russian frustration 
at still having failed to seize 
Grozny. 

“It means they’re losing 
hope of taking Grozny,” said 
i §fUaodin Kitayev, a chief in 
me Chechen special forces, 
standing at a crossroads ab- 
out 10 kilometres from Groz- 
ny. “Otherwise, they’d save 
the factories for themselves." 

As Mr. Kitayev spoke, a 
Russian plane roared unseen 
overhead and delivered a 
bomb strike through thick 
clouds on the centre of 
Alkhan-Yurt, about three 
kilometres away. Minutes la- 
ter, another bomber followed 
suit. . 

Chechens at the crossroads 
did not even flinch at the air 
raid, hardened by nearly two 
months of war in their home- 
land. It was not immediately 
clear whether the bombs had 
caused serious damage or 
casualties. 

Khaki-dad Chechen fight- 
ers emerging from Grozny 
said their forces were tighten- 


ing a circle around a force of 
about 70 Russian tanks and 
other armoured vehicles in 
the southern suburb of Pri- 
gorodnoye, where they said a 
big battle was under way. 

Scattered fighting also was 
reported inside the city, 
south of the Sunzha River, as 
the Russians tried to establish 
control. 

The dashes were driving 
more and more refugees out 
of secessionist Chechenya, 
bound mostly for neighbour- 
ing Ingushetia in mud-caked 
buses, packed cars and can- 
vas-covered tracks. 

Marina Bersanova, car- 
rying three bags and 
shepherding her two small 
children ahead of her, said 
the overnight bombing on her 
area west of Grozny finally 
persuaded her to leave. 

“The planes were flying 
literally right over our 
bouses," said Ms. Bersanova, 
30, as she arrived in the 
Ingush capital. Nazran. “The 
children were crying. They 
were very afraid. It is im- 
possible to live there any 
longer.” 

An offidal in Ingushetia 
said Sunday that his repub 1 
lie’s population has swelled 
by half by the Chechen out- 
flow, and the situation is fast 
becoming critical. 

Some refugees have gone 
on to neighbouring north 
Ossetia, Dagestan or else- 


where in Russia. But most 
stay in tiny Ingushetia, cram- 
med into emergency housing 
or squeezed into private 
homes and putting 
tremendous stress on the 
already battered economy. 

About 10,000 people have 
been arriving from 
Chechenya every week since 
Russian troops invaded die 
territory on Dec. 11 to sop- 
press its claim to independ- 
ence. 

The Ingush share a com- 
mon language, culture and 
the Muslim faith with the 
Chechens but are paying a 
for their hospi- 


There are now more than 
140,000 refugees, the major- 
ity of them from Chechenya, 
in a regin of 260,000 perma- 
nent residents. 

Nazir Doskiyev, head of 
the Ingush immigration 
office, called it a “very bad 
situation.” 

“Soon there may be a de- 
ficit of food, beds and medi- 
cine here,” he said - ‘ . Sun- 
day. “If the refugees stay 
until summer, there may also 
be an epidemic. These are 
not reasonable living condi- 
tions." 

The estimated 50.000 peo- 
ple remaining in Grozny are 
living without water, heat, 
medicine or any safe way to 
get food, said Jean-Louis 
L acaze, the director of opera- 
tions for Doctors Without 
Borders in Chechenya. 


Latest Iraq contraband 
suspect — dates, not oil 


BAHRAIN (AP) — A key 
task for the U.S. -led naval 
armada in the Gulf is to make 
sure Iraq does not violate the 
world embargo by exporting 
oil. But lately, it has been 
tracking other contraband — 
dates. 

Four ships stopped in the 
Gulf in recent months were 
loaded with dates, including 
the Panamanian-registered 
Gulf Splendor, whose 2,100- 
tonne cargo has stirred an 
unprecedented fuss. 

Hie shippers insist the 
dates were loaded in an Ira- 
nian port. But the U.S. Navy, 
which impounded the ship 
Jan. 18, says it has strong 
evidence the cargo came 
from Iraq. 

Under the U.N. embargo, 
Iraq is forbidden from ex- 
porting not just oil but also 
virtually all other goods. 

The allied naval force has 
diverted more than 500 ves- 
sels since the sanctions were 
imposed in August 1990, but 
no incident so for has created 
such a stir. 


The fuss began last week 
after the Gulf Splendor was 
escorted to Umm A1 Quwain, 
a port in, the United Arab 
Emirates, to await further 
action by the U.N. Sanctions 
Committee. 

The ship bad been destined 
for Bombay for a Bangalore- 
based importer, and the 
strong Indian community in 
the UAE swung into action 
to try to get the vessel re- 
leased. 

Officials from both the In- 
dian embassy in Abu Dhabi 
and foe consulate in Dubai 
visited the 15-member Indian 
crew and made arrangements 
for the supply of provisions. 

Indian diplomats began 
spreading word that they 
doubted the U.S. Navy was 
right in impounding the ves- 
sel. taking the crew’s word 
that the cargo was loaded at 
the Iranian port of Abadan. 

Iran has complained at the 
United Nations over alleged 
harrassment of ships that ply 
its ports. 


Ties with U.S. will not solve economic woes — Iran 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — 
Iran’s economic problems 
would not be solved just by 
resuming diplomatic ties with 
the United States, Iran’s 
foreign minister said in an 
interview published Monday. 

Ali Akbar Velayati told 
the daily Salaam that “those 
who consider a relationship 
with the United States a 
panacea are definitely mak- 
ing a mistake. 

“We have many examples 
of countries which had the 
same expectations, but got 
nowhere.” 

He said the countries ot me 
former Soviet Union once 
had high expectations of U.S. 
aid, but had received dis- 
appointingly little. 

Iran’s problems, said Mr. 
Velayati. could only be 
solved by Iranians them- 
selves. , . _ . 

“The problems of the Isla- 


mic Republic of Iran are not 
going to be solved by giving 
ransom to the United 
States," Mr. Velayati stud. 

The Iranian government 
has been unable to burrow 
out economic difficulties 
mainly caused by the huge 
losses of the 198038. war with 
Iraq. 

Despite having no formal 
ties, the United States is 
among Iran’s top trade part- 
ners, with most commerce 
conducted through third par- 
ties or countries. 

On the international scene. 
Washington has been trying 
to isolate Iran because of its 
opposition to the Arab- 
Israeli peace process and hos- 
tility towards Washington's 
poliaes in the -region. 

The Farsi-Ianguage news- 
paper, a copy of which was 
obtained by the Associated 
Press in Nicosia, quoted Mr. . 


Velayati as saying he did not 
see the possibility of Iran- 
U.S. ties being resumed in 
the near future. 

The United States severed 
ties with Iran in 1979, after 
militants stormed the U.S. 
embassy in Tehran and took 
52 Americans hostage for 444 
days. 

Touching on other topics, 
Mr. Velayati said Iran was 
the only country that was 
unwilling to make any com- 
promise with Israel, and was 
fundamentally Opposed to its 
existence. He said that was 
why Tehran was opposed to 
the Arab-lsraeli peace pro- 
cess. 

"We prevent it where we 
have more influence and we 
express our opposition where 
we have a lesser presence,” 
Mr. Velayati said. He added 
that his country, which 
fought a bitter eight-year war 


with Iraq, bad no problems 
with improving ties with 
Baghdad. 

There is a lack of sincerity 
in Iraq's attitude towards 
Iran," he said. “Iraqi officials 
compromise relations until 
Iran and use it as a leverage 
in their great effort to get 
dose to certain Western 
countries with which we have 
problems.” 

He said the two neighbours 
were also divided by Bagh- 
dad’s support for Iranian 
opposition groups, notably 
the main armed rebel faction, 
the Mujahedeen-e-Khalq. 

“Every time we were to 
have negotiations, there was 
an attack from the opposition 
groups based in Iraq," Mr. 
Velayati said. “This will de- 
finitely not create a friendly 
atmosphere for normalised 
ties.” 


Court rejects 
Carlos plea 


PARIS (AFP) — A court 
here on Monday rejected an 
application by ‘Carlos the 
Jackal' for his release in con- 
nection with an indictment 
for a 1983 attack on a high- 
speed MaiseiUe-Paris train 
which killed three people and 
injured 20. 

Lawyers Jacques Verges 
and Mourad Qussedik had 
appealed against an order by 
anti-terrorist Judge Jean- 
Louis Bruguiere committing 
Carlos to prison after charg- 
ing him with the train attack 
on Jan. 8. 

The court also rejected an 
application that the bearing 
be held in public. 

According to judicial 
sources, Carlos complained 
in court Monday of h£s deten- 
tion in solitary confinement 
He argued that the case was 
political and not a common 
felony, the sources said. 

Mr. Qussedik protested re- 
jection of tiie application for 
a public hearing, saying: “For 
the past six months, Caries 
has been condemned to abso- 
lute silence and cannot de- 
fend himself either in the 
media or before French and 
international public opinion.’ 

Carlos, who has been 
custody in Paris since 
arrested in Sudan am 
brought here last August has 
already been charged in con- 
nection with a number of 
other attacks in France dur- 
ing the 1980s and had been 
held in the Saute prison here 
on those charges. „ 

Cart os — real name Illich 
Ramirez Sanchez — was' sent 
to France after being arrested 
to the Sudanese capita] Khar- 
toum on Aug. 15 last year. 

Also last month he was 
indicted over a 19© bombing 
at Marseille railway station 
which killed two people anrf 
injured 34. 

.Last year he was charged 
with a Paris bomb attack in 
March 1982 which killed one 
person and injured 63, and 
with the bombing of a Paris- 
Toulouse train in the same 
month which killed five. 




Strategic town falls 
to Afghan dissidents 


KABUL (Agencies) .--.The 
strategic northern town of 
Kunduz has fallen to' forces 
opposed to Afghanistan’s 
President Burfaaimddin Rab- 
bani, a spokesman for Mr. 
Rabbani’s defence mnristxy 
said on Monday. ' 

The spokesman. Dr. 
Abdullah, said the city fell to 
troops allied to northern war- 
lord General Abdul Rashid 
Dostum on Sunday.! 

“Dostum’s forces launched 
a major two-pronged assault 
from the twon of Aliabad 
about 25 kilometres to the 
south, and from the Char- . 
adarab bridge west of the city 
early on Sunday morning,” 
be said. 

“We managed to repel the 
attack, but oouldn't hold our 
lines against a second adv- 
ance, also from Aliabad,” he 
said. 

Dr. Abdullah said the 
attackers rolled bade the 54tb 
division from its base at die 
airport and by early' evening 
they had taken the city. 

Casualty figures were un- 
available. 

Dr. Abdullah said the de- 
fenders, who are allied to Mr. 
Rabbani, regrouped in vil- 
lages to die northeast of Kun- 
duz city and were poised to 
launch a counterattack. 

“The last time Dostum 
tried this was in March last 
year, but be could only hold 
the town for .six days,” Dr. 
Abdullah said. 

“He doesn’t have the sup- 
port of the people, so I think 
it will be impossible for him 
to maintain control over die 
city for any length of time. 
He couldn’t do it last year 
and I don’t think he’ll do it 
again." 

Dr. Abdullah accused 
Uzbekistan of supplying 
General Dostum’s forces 
with arms for the attack on 
Kunduz. He said Uzbekistan 
believes that it -will be more 
secure if Gen. Dostum con- 
trols all tbe regions along 
Afghanistan’s northern bor- 
der. Gen. Dostum is an 
ethnic Ubzek. 

“This is their aim, but they 
don’t understand that the 
only . thing that will make 
their borders safe is to have 
peace. in Afghanistan," Dr. 


Abdullah said 
“As for Dostum, I believe 
he thinks he can make op his 
losses with the people by 
fining more ground, and 


too is a myth.’ 

Dr. Abdullah said that 
another attack by the Uzbek 
general’s forces was expected 
on Sher Khan Bandar, appro- 
ximately 60 kilometres to the 
north tk Kundnz. 

. This strategic border cros- 
sing on tbe Oxus River with 
Tajikistan is Afghanistan’s 
only commercial route to. 
Central Asia still held by the 
presidential forces. 

Earlier Monday a spokes- 
man . for Gulbuddin Hek- 
.matyar’s Hezb-e-Islami, 
Ustad Saeed, said the Hezb- 
e-Islami and Gen. Dostum's 
took Kunduz city on 
iy without a battle after 
many of Mr.. Rabbanfs com- 
manders had gone over to the 

opposition. 

The loss of Kunduz is a 
major blow to the Afghan 
president and his military 
commander Ahmad Shah 
Masoud. 

Mr. Saeed said pro-Rabba- 
ni commanders started to 
switch rides after Kundnz air- 
port was taken Sunday 
morning. 

He raid fighting was ex-, 
tending to the neighbouring 
proivnee of Takhar, a 
Masoud stronghold, where 
three pro-Rabbani Uzbek 
commanders have also 
switched rides. 

The fights came as the 
United Nations special envoy 
to Afghanistan, Mahmoud 
Mestm, said he was dose to 
completing negotiations for 
an interim governing author- 
ity to take oyer from the 
existing administration. 

Mr. Mestiri’s political 
adviser Charles Santos said 
on Sunday that be hopes the 
main . factions will have 
agreed on a list of names to 
form the interim council by 
tiie end of the week. . 

A fghanistan ’s rival factions 
have been fighting for control 
of the country rince tbe com- 
munist government fell in 
April 1992- The International 
Committee of the Red cross. 
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Armed robbers 

raid London 

jewellers 

LONDON <R> — Armed 
robbers took gems world 
£250,000 ($394,000) from 
British Queen Elizabeths 
jewellers Sunday and escaped 
as dozens of policemen be- 
sieged an empty buildmg be- 
lieving they were still msiae. 
Police said one of J“ e 
thieves, disguised as a ponce- 
man and armed with a hand- 
gnn, followed two security 
guards carrying a bag of 
jewels into the exclusive firm 
Garrard’s in the heart of Lon- 
don. He let two accomplices 
in and the guards were overp- 
owered. bound and gagged 
before the three robbers 
escaped in a getaway car with 
tbe jewels, including 
brooches and a tiara- The 
whole raid took .around 15 
minutes but 70 policemen 
off the area for more 
than six hours before storm- 
ing the buildmg and discover- 
ing the robbers were no lon- 
ger inside- ” 1 :J 

the two 
were wearing i 
appeared to 
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EU gives $31m to Palestinians 

BRUSSELS (AFP) — ■ The European Commission on 
Monday approved an educational aid grant of 25 million 
ECUs ($31 million) to tbe autonomous Palestinian territor- 
ies, a commission spokesman announced. He said part of 
the grant, 10 million ECUs, would immediately be released 
to cover primary and secondary school payments for the 
months of February and March. The remaining 15 million 
ECUs wfl] be earmarked for expenses this year at eight 
universities and seven other higher education schools. Tbe 
grant is in addition to the 15 million ECUs granted by the 
European Union for the Palestinian police force, the 
spokesman said. The money is part of a total of 500 million 
ECUs pledged by tbe European Union to help in develop- 
ment of the autonomous Palestinian territories between 
1994 and 1998. 

Population growth rate falls In Iran 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran's population growth rate has 
dropped sharply following an intensive family planning 
programme. Health Minister Alireza Marandi said Mon- 
day. Mr. Marandi told the Euglish-lairauage Tehran Times 
that the rate had dropped from 3.2 in 1989 to 1.8 at present 
because of the birth control policies, iff tiie government of 
President Ali Akbar Hasbemi Raisanjani. “Pursuing birth 
control policies is a main objective of the government,” he 
said, adding that officials expected the rate to drop further 
to 1.5 by die end of the second five-year plan in 2000. Iran’s- 
populatron has nearly doubled to 65 million since the 1979 
Islamic revolution which toppled the pro-West Shah. But 
the Islamic authorities,* who at first encouraged large 
families in line with religious standards, made an about- 
turn five years ago and launched a major family planning 
prog ramm e. Recognising that the boom could Under 
development programmes and exacerbate the country’s 
economic problems, the government has recently stepped 
up efforts to reduce birth rates. 

3 police officers Jailed in Egypt 

CAIRO (AFP) — The high state security court here on 
Monday sentenced three Egyptian police commanders to 
hard labour for life after they were found guilty of theft and 
arms smuggling, justice officials said. Two others, one 
commander and a lower-ranking officer, were acquitted, 
they added. Eight civilians tried on the same charg ee were 
given sentences ranging from three to 15 years of hard 
labour while five others were acquitted. The five police 
officers were arrested in June and accused of stealing 18 
weapons and 80,000 bullets from police warehouses in 
Cairo and selling them to gun-runners in southern Egypt. 
They all denied tiie charges difting the trial which opened 
on Jan. 7. 

Israel expels 15 Romanian workers 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — The Israeli interior ministry Sunday, 
ordered the expulsion of 15 Romanian workers who quit 
their jobs in tbe Red Sea resort of Eilat to work for another 
enmloyer. Labour inspectors arrested the 15 at their homes 
and handed them over to police. Ministry spokesman Tova 
Elinson said foreigners working in Israel were bound to 
their employers and jobs by their work permits. “A worker 
who considers himself fired by his employer can complain 
to the labour ministry, which in some cases will find him 
another job, but he doesn’t have tbe right to. leave his 
e mploy er to seek better conditions elsewhere," she said. 
According to the Romanian foreign min i stry , Israel has 
refused to sign an agreement to regulate the working 
conditions of Romanians employed in the Jewish slate 
Romanian newspapers have carried reports of. underpaid 
Romanians living m wretched conditions m Israel. .Some 
20,000 Romanians are working in the Israeli construction 
and agriculture sectors, according to press reports. 


said 
who 
clothes, 
have been 
who mis- 
file crooks, 
were very pro- 
fessional, determined and 
knowledgeable criminals," 
detective. Chief Inspector 
finlin Harry said. Police are 
hunting for the thieves. 

N. Korea issues 
stamps for 
Kim’s birthday 

TOKYO (R) —North Korea 
has issued postage stamps, 
postcards and envelopes to 
celebrate the 53rd birthday of 
Kim Jong-0, the son and heir 
of late' “great leader” Kim 
H-Sung, Pyongyang’s official 
news agency said Monday. 
Kim Jong-11 turns S3 on Feb. 
16. Seven mo nths after tiie 
death of Ids father, the youn- 
ger Kim hasyet to benamed 
state president or leader, of 
the Communist Baity, keep- 
ing alive peculation about 
his health or a power strug- 
gle. ‘‘The stamps show the 
leadership feats and noble 
personality of comrade Kim 
Jong-D, who is wisely orga- 
nising and leading tiie work 
of the (Communist) Party, 
the state and file Revolution- 
ary Armed Forces as a 
whole.” said the offidal Ko- 
rean Central News Agency 
(KCNA), monitored in 
Tokyo. ^Comrade Kim Jong- 
11 isa great man who devotes 
even Us birthday when he 
should take a rest amid the 
blessings of the people 
around tiie world to the 
accomplishment of the cause 
of socialism and to tiie 
ness of the people," ] 
said. 

Belgian toddler 
shoots pregnant 
mother 

BRUSSELS (R) — A Bel- 
gian toddler accidentally shot 
and. seriously wounded his 
pregnant mother, who then 
gave birth prematurely, 
police said Monday. The 
accident happened late last 
week in the southern Belgian 
village of le Bizet but details 
have only just been released. 
Poticel said the three-year- 
old boy, looking as he did 
every evening for sweets in 
his father’s briefcase, disco- 
vered a gun in tbe case. The 
toddler, thinking tbe gun was 
a toy, aimed it at his mother 
and palled the trigger, 
wounding her in the abdo- 
men. The mother, 26 weeks- 
pronant, was rushed to hos- 
pital jn a -coma and later gave 
birth to a baby weighing less 
ttan pae kg, (2.2 pounds), 
police said. The mother is 
stffl in a critical condition. 
The baby is expected to live, 
the Belgian newspaper La 
Derniere Heure said. Police 
said they are probing how the 
toddler’s father came into the 
possession of the gun, which 
.be allegedly found but did 
not hand into tiie police. 

Police save 
burglar from 
drowning 

BLOK, franco (AFP) — a 
^arwfao .tried to escape 
™ his pursuers by^wt^ 
nnng across a swollen river 
tos saved from drowning by 
tw gendaraies, police said 
^ r^l^ BoDChaid OtirilL 
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